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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING — JUNE 20212021 
 
Meeting.  The State Board of Education met on June 10 and 11, 2021, in Des Moines for its retreat and 
business meeting.  The retreat began with a presentation from the National Association of State Boards 
of Education on building capacity for effective leadership and governance.  The Board discussed its role 
in decision making and supporting Board priorities and goals. 
 
Legislation.  The Board discussed HF 802 (Education Training Act) and the impact on training, impact on 
instruction, and the roles of the Board and the Department of Education (DE).  The legislation is being 
reviewed, and guidance will be issued to school districts and community colleges by the DE.  The Board 
also discussed other legislation, including changes in open enrollment and charter schools. 
 
Social-Emotional Health.  An update was provided to the Board on the Therapeutic Classroom Grant 
that was established in SF 2360 (Classroom Environment and Therapeutic Classrooms Act) and funding 
that will be available for the upcoming school year.  Twenty-six districts applied for the grant with funding 
requests of $4.5 million, and six districts were awarded funds totaling $1.6 million.  Additional information 
regarding federal funding for mental health grants and resources was also provided to the Board. 
 
Student Panel.  A panel of students discussed with the Board the impact COVID-19 had on their school 
year.  The panelists were from multiple school districts and had varying experiences with virtual 
instruction.  The panel spoke about challenges with school work, challenges with isolation, and the need 
for student voices in decision making. 
 
Director’s Report.  Director Ann Lebo provided an update on education-related federal funding provided 
for dealing with the impacts of COVID-19.  Director Lebo discussed with the Board the expansion of Iowa 
e-Learning Central and the development of course content by Iowa teachers.  An update on work-based 
learning was also provided, and the Board discussed the need for more opportunities for students and the 
expansion of partnerships to support those opportunities. 
 
Davenport Community School District.  Davenport Community School District (DCSD) was placed on 
conditional accreditation in May 2019.  In September 2020, the Board voted to proceed with a partial 
takeover of DCSD’s operations.  The Board received an update including the completed initial 
development and implementation of a Crisis and Violence Prevention plan and the establishment of youth 
leadership teams.  The Board will review the accreditation status of DCSD at an upcoming Board meeting 
this year. 
 
Next Meeting.  The next meeting of the State Board of Education is scheduled for Thursday, August 5, 
2021. 
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