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ROAD USE TAX FUND RECEIPTS AND JANUARY DISTRIBUTIONS 
 
Revenue.  This document tracks January distributions from the Road Use Tax 
Fund (RUTF) to various appropriations and road funds.  These distributions 
are made at the beginning of the month from revenues deposited in the RUTF 
through the end of December.   
 
Year to date, distributions are up by $4.9 million.  The chart below displays 
distributions from the RUTF by month for fiscal years 2020 and 2021.1  
Distributions for January 2021 are down $30.0 million compared to January 
2020.  This decrease is due to high distributions in January 2020.   
 

  

                                                           
1 For the purposes of this update, Fiscal Year refers to distributions made between July 1 and June 30 and does not account for 
accruals. 
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The majority of funding allocated to the RUTF is provided through fuel taxes, annual registration fees, and 
new registration fees.  These three revenue sources have provided 94.2% of all revenue distributed in the 
RUTF through December 31, 2020.  Fiscal year 2021 revenues by type are displayed below.  
 

 
 
 
Distributions.  Prior to distribution, the 
RUTF receipts are allocated to fund 
appropriations from the annual 
Transportation Appropriations Act, 
standing appropriations, and codified 
allocations.  In January 2021, the 
Treasurer of State distributed  
$154.4 million to allocations and 
appropriations.  This included $5.4 million 
to annual appropriations, $7.3 million for 
statutory allocations and appropriations, 
and $139.6 million to road funds.  
Additional information on distributions from 
the RUTF is available here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/FTNO/1126500.pdf
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Year-Over-Year Comparison.  The chart below shows RUTF and TIME-21 Fund revenue growth based 
on a 12-month rolling total.  The chart shows changes that resulted from the fuel tax increase in February 
2015 and continued revenue growth from increased fuel consumption and growth in vehicle registration 
fees.  On a 12-month rolling sum, revenue has begun to show a more consistent decline.  The 12-month 
period that ended in December 2020 was down 0.8% compared to the 12-month period in December 
2019.        
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