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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION — JUNE 2020
Meeting. The State Board of Education met on June 11, 2020, using video-conferencing. The
Department of Education (DE) provided a review of what the DE has been doing to assist schools in
response to COVID-19.
Diagonal Community School District. The DE presented an update to the Board on the progress on
noncompliance items that were issued to the Diagonal Community School District after a Phase II visit.
The Diagonal Community School District has maintained its accreditation with intensive monitoring.
Ongoing progress has been made by Diagonal Community School District on corrective actions, and
some items have been extended due to the inability to conduct a site visit due to COVID-19. The Board
discussed with the Diagonal Community School District the potential use of the proposed Iowa e-Learning
Central to meet offer and teach requirements.
Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency. At the March 28, 2019, Board meeting, the Mississippi
Bend Area Education Agency (MBAEA) was put on conditional accreditation and was given a list of
corrective actions. The MBAEA is anticipating completing all the corrective actions, including having an
ending FY 2020 positive fund balance of $1.0 million and an anticipated ending FY 2021 positive fund
balance exceeding $2.0 million, subject to necessary COVID-19 related expenditures or reductions in
appropriations. As part of the corrective actions completed, the MBAEA completed a review of programs
and services aligning all programs and offered services to the Iowa Code or evidence-based services.
The DE-appointed mentor provided a recommendation to the Board that the MBAEA’s full accreditation
be restored, which will be taken up by the Board at a future meeting.
Davenport Community School District. Davenport Community School District (DCSD) was placed on
conditional accreditation in May 2019. An update was provided on the district’s continued progress
toward meeting all conditions of its accreditation and the work being done to develop and implement a
Crisis Response and Violence Prevention plan. There was discussion by the Board about responsibility
for payment of supporting experts for DCSD for the next school year, the need for urgency to address
violence and bullying in the school district, recent corrections made for suspension reporting, the DCSD
school budget, support for special education students, and equity issues. The Board passed a motion
that the DCSD provide its safety plan at the next scheduled meeting on August 5, 2020, and to give
notice to DCSD that the Board will consider taking an additional step beyond conditional accreditation,
which could include modifying supports and conditions of accreditation up to and including providing
temporary oversight and operational authority of the district to the Director of the DE.
Next Meeting. The next meeting of the State Board of Education is scheduled for Wednesday, August 5,
2020.
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