House Amendment 8206

Amendment Text

PAG LIN

NNNNNNNRRRPRRPRPRRRPRPRPRRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPRPREPRPRPRPREPRERRRERRERRERR

Amend Senate File 348, as anended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

#1. By striking everything after the enacting
clause and inserting the follow ng:

"Section 1. NEWSECTION. 256F.1 AUTHORI ZATI ON
AND PURPCSE

1. Charter schools shall be part of the state's
program of public education.

2. A charter school nay be established by creating
a new school within an existing public school or
converting an existing public school to charter
stat us.

3. The purpose of a charter school established
pursuant to this chapter shall be to acconplish the
fol | owi ng:

a. |Inprove student |earning

b. Increase learning opportunities for students.

c. Encourage the use of different and innovative
nmet hods of teachi ng.

d. Require the neasurenent of |earning outcones
and create different and i nnovative forns of measuring
out cones.

e. Establish new forns of accountability for
school s.

f. Create new professional opportunities for
teachers and ot her educators, including the
opportunity to be responsible for the | earning program
at the school site.

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 256F.2 DEFIN TIONS

1. "Advisory council" means a council appointed by
the school board of directors of a charter schoo
pursuant to section 256F.5, subsection 4.

2. "Attendance center" neans a public school
buil di ng that contains classroons used for
i nstructional purposes for elenentary, middle, or
secondary school students.

3. "Charter school" neans a state public charter
school operated as a pilot program

4. "Departnent” means the departnment of education.

5. "School board" neans a board of directors
regularly elected by the registered voters of a schoo

district.

6. "State board" neans the state board of
educat i on

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 256F.3 PILOT PROGRAM
APPLI CATI ON

1. Commencing with the school year beginning July
1, 2002, the state board of education shall initiate a
pilot programto test the effectiveness of charter
school s.

2. To receive approval to establish a charter
school in accordance with this chapter, the principal
teachers, or parents of students at an existing public
school shall submit an application to the school board
to convert an existing attendance center to a charter
school. An attendance center shall not enter into a
charter school contract with a school district under
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this chapter unless the attendance center is |ocated
within the school district. The application shal
denonstrate the support of at |least fifty percent of
the teachers enployed at the school and fifty percent
of the parents voting whose children are enrolled at
the school, provided that a majority of the parents
eligible to vote participate in the ballot process,
according to procedures established by rules of the
state board

3. A school board shall receive and review al
applications for a charter school. Applications
received on or before Cctober 1 of a cal endar year
shal | be considered for charter schools to be
established at the beginning of the school district's
next school year or at a tine agreed to by the
appl i cant and the school board. However, a schoo
board may recei ve and consi der applications after
October 1 at its discretion.

4. A school board shall by a mpjority vote approve
or deny an application no |ater than sixty cal endar
days after the application is received. A schoo
board that denies an application for a conversion to a
charter school shall provide notice of denial to the
applicant in witing within thirty days after board
action. The notice shall specify the exact reasons
for denial and provide docunentation supporting those
reasons.

5. An applicant may appeal school board denial of
the applicant's charter school application to the
state board in accordance with the procedures set
forth in chapter 290. The state board shall affirm
nodi fy, or reverse the school board's decision on the
basis of the information provided in the application
indicating the ability or willingness of the proposed
charter school to neet the requirenents of section
256F. 1, subsection 3, and section 256F. 4.

6. Upon approval of an application for the
proposed establishment of a charter school, the schoo
board shall submit an application for approval to
establish the charter school to the state board in
accordance with section 256F.5. The state board shal
approve only those applications that neet the
requi renents specified in section 256F.1, subsection
3, and section 256F. 4. The state board shall approve
not nore than ten charter school applications. The
state board shall adopt rules in accordance with
chapter 17A for the inplenmentation of this chapter.

7. If federal rules or regulations relating to the
distribution or utilization of federal funds allocated
to the departnment pursuant to this section are adopted
that are inconsistent with the provisions of this
chapter, the state board shall adopt rules to conply
with the requirements of the federal rules or
regul ati ons.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 256F.4 GENERAL OPERATI NG
REQUI REMENTS.

1. Wthin fifteen days after approval of a charter
school application submtted in accordance with
section 256F. 3, subsection 2, a school board shal
report to the departnment the name of the charter
school applicant entry, the proposed charter schoo
|l ocation, and its projected enrollnment. 1In order to
facilitate an accurate budget projection process, a
school board shall receive funds for students who are
not included in the third Friday in Septenber
enroll ment report due to approval of charter schoo
applications after the actual enrollnent is
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determ ned. The departnent of managenent shall adj ust
the enroll nent of the school district to reflect this
i ntent.

2. Although a charter school nay elect to conply
with one or nore provisions of statute or
adm nistrative rule, a charter school is exenmpt from
all statutes and rules applicable to a school, a
school board, or a school district, except that the
charter school shall do all of the follow ng:

a. Meet all applicable federal, state, and | oca
heal th and safety requirements and | aws prohibiting
di scrimnation on the basis of race, creed, color,
sex, national origin, religion, ancestry, or
disability. A charter school shall be subject to any
court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for the
school district at the tine the school's charter
application is approved

b. Operate as a nonsectarian, nonreligious public
school

c. Be free of tuition and application fees to | owa
resi dent students between the ages of five and twenty-
one years.

d. Be subject to and conply with chapters 216 and
216A relating to civil and human rights.

e. Provide special education services in
accordance with chapter 256B.

f. Be subject to the sane financial audits, audit
procedures, and audit requirenments as a school
district. The audit shall be consistent with the
requi renents of sections 11.6, 11.14, 11.19, 256.9,
subsection 19, and section 279.29, except to the
extent deviations are necessary because of the program
at the school. The departnent, the auditor of state,
or the legislative fiscal bureau may conduct
financial, program or conpliance audits.

g. Be subject to and conmply with chapter 284
relating to the student achi evenent and teacher
quality program A charter school that conplies with
chapter 284 shall receive state nobneys or be eligible
to receive state noneys as provided in chapter 284 as
if it did not operate under a charter.

h. Be subject to and conply with chapters 20 and
279 relating to contracts with and di scharge of
teachers and adm ni strators.

i. Be subject to and conply with the provisions of
chapter 285 relating to the transportation of
st udents.

j. Meetings of the advisory council are subject to
the provisions of chapters 21 and 22.

3. A charter school shall not discrimnate inits
student adnissions policies or practices on the basis
of intellectual or athletic ability, neasures of
achi evenent or aptitude, or status as a person with a
disability. However, a charter school may limt
adm ssion to students who are within a particul ar
range of age or grade level or on any other basis that
woul d be legal if initiated by a school district.
Enrol Il ment priority shall be given to the siblings of
students enrolled in a charter school

4. A charter school shall enroll an eligible
student who submits a tinely application unless the
nunber of applications exceeds the capacity of a
program cl ass, grade level, or building. In this
case, students nust be accepted by lot. A charter
school shall be subject to section 282.18 as if it did
not operate under a charter, except as provided in
this chapter.
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5. A charter school shall provide instruction for
at | east the nunber of days required by section
279. 10, subsection 1, or shall provide at |east the
equi val ent nunber of total hours.

6. Notwi thstanding subsection 2, a charter schoo
shal | neet the requirenments of section 256.7,
subsection 21.

7. A charter school shall be considered a part of
the school district in which it is |ocated for
pur poses of state school foundation aid pursuant to
chapter 257.

8. A charter school may enter into contracts and
i ssue bonds in accordance with chapter 73A

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 256F.5 APPLI CATI ON
DEFI NI TI ON

An application to the state board for the approva
of a charter school shall include, but shall not be
limted to, a description of the follow ng:

1. The nethod for admission to the charter school

2. The mission, purpose, innovation, and
speci al i zed focus of the charter school.

3. Performance goals and objectives in addition to
those required under section 256.7, subsection 21, by
whi ch the school's student achi evenent shall be
judged, the measures to be used to assess progress,
and the current baseline status with respect to the
goal s.

4. The method for appointing or form ng an
advi sory council for the charter school.

5. Procedures for teacher evaluation and
prof essi onal devel opment for teachers and
adm ni strators

6. The charter school governance and byl aws.

7. The financial plan for the operation of the
school

8. The educational program and curricul um
i nstructional methodol ogy, and services to be offered
to students.

9. The nunber and qualifications of teachers and
adm nistrators to be enpl oyed

10. The organi zation of the school in terns of
ages of students or grades to be taught along with an
estimate of the total enrollment of the school

11. The provision of school facilities.

12. A statenent indicating how the charter schoo
will rmeet the requirements of section 256F. 1,
subsection 3; section 256F. 4, subsection 2, paragraph

a"; and section 256F.4, subsection 3.
13. Assurance of the assunption of liability by

the charter school

14. The types and anmpbunts of insurance coverage to
be obtai ned by the charter school.

15. A plan of operation to be inplenented if the
charter school revokes or fails to renewits contract.

16. The neans, costs, and plan for providing
transportation for students attending the charter
school

17. The specific statutes, adm nistrative rules,
and school board policies with which the charter
school does not intend to conply.

Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 256F.6 CONTRACT

1. An approved charter school application shal
constitute an agreenment, the terns of which shall be
the ternms of a four-year renewabl e contract between
the school board and the state board. The contract
shall reflect all agreenents regarding the operation
of the charter school. The ternms of the contract may
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be revised at any tinme with the approval of both the
state board and the school board, whether or not the
stated provisions of the contract are being fulfilled.
The charter school shall provide parents and guardi ans
of students enrolled in the charter school with a copy
of the charter school application approved pursuant to
secti on 256F. 5.

2. The contract shall outline the reasons for
revocati on or nonrenewal of the charter.

3. The state board of education shall provide by
rule for the ongoing review of a school board's
compliance with a contract entered into in accordance
with this chapter.

Sec. 7. NEWSECTION. 256F.7 EMPLOYMENT AND
RELATED MATTERS.

1. A charter school shall enploy or contract with
necessary teachers and adm nistrators, as defined in
section 272.1, who hold a valid license with an
endorsenent for the type of service for which the
teacher or administrator is enployed.

2. The school board, in consultation with the

advi sory council, shall decide matters related to the
operation of the school, including budgeting,
curriculum and operating procedures.

3. Enployees of a charter school shall be
consi dered enpl oyees of the school district.

Sec. 8. NEWSECTION. 256F.8 PROCEDURES FOR
REVOCATI ON OR NONRENEWAL OF CONTRACT

1. A contract for the establishnent of a charter
school nmay be revoked by the state board or the schoo
board that established the charter school if the
appropriate board determ nes that one or nore of the
foll owi ng occurred

a. Failure of the charter school to abide by and
nmeet the provisions set forth in the contract,

i ncl udi ng educational goals.

b. Failure of the charter school to conply with
all applicable | aw.

c. Failure of the charter school to neet generally
accepted public sector accounting principles.

d. The existence of one or nore other grounds for
revocation as specified in the contract.

2. The decision by a school board to revoke or to
fail to take action to renew a charter school contract
is subject to appeal under procedures set forth in
chapter 290.

3. A school board considering revocation or
nonrenewal of a charter school contract shall notify
the advi sory council, the parents or |egal guardians
of the students enrolled in the charter school, and
the teachers and admini strators enpl oyed by the
charter school, sixty days prior to revoking or the
date by which the contract nust be renewed, but not
later than the |last day of classes in the school year.

4. |If the state board determines that a charter
school is in substantial violation of the terms of the
contract, the state board shall notify the schoo
board and the advisory council of its intention to
revoke the contract at |east sixty days prior to
revoki ng a contract and the school board shall assune
oversi ght authority, operational authority, or both
oversi ght and operational authority. The notice shal
state the grounds for the proposed action in witing
and in reasonable detail. The school board may
request in witing an infornmal hearing before the
state board within fourteen days of receiving notice
of revocation of the contract. Upon receiving a
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timely witten request for a hearing, the state board
shal | give reasonable notice to the school board of
the hearing date. The state board shall conduct an

i nformal hearing before taking final action. The
state board shall take final action to revoke or
approve continuation of a contract by the |ast day of
classes in the school year. |If the final action to
revoke a contract under this section occurs prior to
the |l ast day of classes in the school year, a charter
school student may enroll in the resident district.

5. The decision of the state board to revoke a
contract under this section is solely within the
di scretion of the state board and is final.

6. A school board revoking a contract or a schoo
board or advisory council that fails to renew a
contract under this chapter is not liable for that
action to the charter school, a student enrolled in
the charter school or the student's parent or
guardi an, or any other person.

7. In the case of a revocation or a nonrenewal of
the charter, the school board is exenpt fromthe state
board's "Barker guidelines", as provided in 1 D.P.I
App. Dec. 145 (1977).

Sec. 9. NEWSECTION. 256F.9 PROCEDURES AFTER
REVOCATI ON  STUDENT ENROLLMENT.

If a charter school contract is revoked in
accordance with this chapter, a nonresident student
who attended the school, siblings of the student, or
anot her student who resides in the sane place as the
student shall be deternmined to have shown good cause
as provided in section 282.18, subsection 16, and may
submit an application to another school district
according to section 282.18 at any tine. Applications
and notices required by section 282.18 shall be
processed and provided in a pronpt manner. The
application and notice deadlines in section 282.18 do
not apply to a nonresident student application under
these circunst ances.

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 256F. 10 REPORTS.

1. A charter school shall report at |east annually

to the school board, advisory council, and the state
board the information required by the school board,
advi sory council, or the state board. The reports are

public records subject to chapter 22

2. Not later than Decenber 1, 2003, and annually
thereafter, the state board shall submt a
compr ehensive report, with findings and
recommendations, to the senate and house standi ng
committees on education. The report shall eval uate
the state's charter school prograns generally,
including but not limted to, an evaluation of whether
the pilot prograns are fulfilling the purposes set
forth in section 256F.4, subsection 2. The report
al so shall contain, for each charter school, a copy of
the charter school's mission statenment, attendance
statistics and dropout rate, aggregate assessment test
scores, projections of financial stability, the nunber
and qualifications of teachers and adm nistrators, and
nunber of and conments on supervisory visits by the
departnment of education.

Sec. 11. NEWSECTION. 256F.11 FUTURE REPEAL.

This chapter is repealed effective July 1, 2010.

Sec. 12. Section 257.31, subsection 5, paragraph
d, is anended to read as foll ows:

d. The closing of a nonpublic school, wholly or in
part, or the opening or closing of a pilot charter
school
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Sec. 13. Section 282.18, subsection 16, Code 2001,
is anended to read as follows:

16. For purposes of this section, "good cause"
nmeans a change in a child's residence due to a change
in famly residence, a change in the state in which
the famly residence is |ocated, a change in a child's
parents' marital status, a guardi anship proceeding
pl acement in foster care, adoption, participation in a
forei gn exchange program or participation in a
subst ance abuse or nental health treatnent program or
a simlar set of circunmstances consistent with the
definition of good cause; a change in the status of a
child's resident district, such as renoval of
accreditation by the state board, surrender of
accreditation, or permanent closure of a nonpublic
school, revocation of a charter school contract as
provided in section 256F.8, the failure of
negoti ations for a whol e-grade sharing,
reorgani zati on, dissolution agreenent or the rejection
of a current whol e-grade sharing agreenent, or
reorgani zation plan, or a simlar set of circunstances
consistent with the definition of good cause. If the
good cause relates to a change in status of a child's
school district of residence, however, action by a
parent or guardi an nust be taken to file the
notification within forty-five days of the |ast board
action or within thirty days of the certification of
the el ection, whichever is applicable to the
ci rcumst ances.

Sec. 14. EXPEDI TED APPLI CATI ON PROCEDURE. The
state board of education shall develop an expedited
charter school application procedure for the fisca
year beginning July 1, 2003, for purposes of receiving
federal planning funds issued pursuant to the federa
El enentary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Title
X, Part C, as codified in 20 U.S.C. }} 8061-8067.

Sec. 15. EMERGENCY RULES. The state board of
education may adopt energency rul es under section
17A. 4, subsection 2, and section 17A.5, subsection 2,
paragraph "b", to inplement this Act and the rules
shall be effective immediately upon filing unless a
later date is specified in the rules. Any rules
adopted in accordance with this section shall also be
published as a notice of intended action as provided

in section 17A.4."

#2. Title page, lines 1 and 2, by striking the
following: "and providing for a conditional effective
date".
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