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Amendment Text
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Amend Senate File 165, as anended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

#1. By striking everything after the enacting
clause and inserting the follow ng:

"Section 1. NEWSECTION. 1.18 GOVERNVENT
OFFI Cl AL ACTI ON LANGUAGE

1. Except as otherwi se provided for in subsections
2 and 3, the English | anguage shall be the |anguage of
government in lowa. All official docunents,
regul ati ons, orders, transactions, proceedings,
programs, meetings, publications, or actions taken or
i ssued, which are conducted or regul ated by, or on
behal f of, or representing the state and all of its
political subdivisions shall be in the English
| anguage.

For the purposes of this section, "official action”
means any action taken by the government in lowa or by
an authorized officer or agent of the government in
lowa that does any of the follow ng:

a. Binds the governnent.

b. Is required by | aw

c. |Is otherwi se subject to scrutiny by either the
press or the public.

2. This section shall not apply to:

a. The teaching of |anguages.

b. Requirements under the federal Individuals wth
Di sabilities Education Act.

c. Actions, docunments, or policies necessary for
trade, tourism or conmmerce

d. Actions or documents that protect the public
heal th and safety.

e. Actions or docunents that facilitate activities
pertaining to conpiling any census of popul ati ons.

f. Actions or docunents that protect the rights of
victins of crines or crimnal defendants.

g. Use of proper nanes, ternms of art, or phrases
from | anguages ot her than English

h. Any | anguage usage required by or necessary to
secure the rights guaranteed by the Constitution and
laws of the United States of Anerica or the
Constitution of the State of |owa.

i. Any oral or witten conmunications,
exam nations, or publications produced or utilized by
a driver's license station, provided public safety is
not jeopardi zed

3. Nothing in this section shall be construed to
do any of the follow ng:

a. Prohibit an individual nmenber of the genera
assenbly or officer of state government, while
perform ng official business, from comunicating
t hrough any nedi um wi th another person in a | anguage
ot her than English, if that menber or officer deems it
necessary or desirable to do so.

b. Limt the preservation or use of Native
Aneri can | anguages, as defined in the federal Native
Aneri can Languages Act of 1992

c. Disparage any | anguage other than English or
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di scourage any person fromlearning or using a
| anguage ot her than Engli sh.

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 4.14 GENERAL RULES OF
CONSTRUCTI ON FOR ENGLI SH LANGUAGE LAWS

It is presuned that English | anguage requirenments
in the public sector are consistent with the |aws of
lowa and any anbiguity in the English | anguage text of
the laws of lowa shall be resolved, in accordance with
the ninth and tenth amendnents of the Constitution of
the United States, not to deny or disparage rights
retai ned by the people, and to reserve powers to the
states or to the people.

Sec. 3. CITATION. This Act may be cited as the
"Governnent OFficial Action Language Act of 2002"."

#2. Title page, by striking lines 1 and 2, and
inserting the following: "An Act relating to the
governnent official action | anguage Act of 2002."
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