Senate Amendment 3505

Amendment Text
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Amend House File 772, as anended, passed, and
reprinted by the House, as foll ows:

#1. Page 24, by inserting after line 13 the
fol | owi ng:

"Sec. __ . NEWSECTION 161C. 7 WATERSHED
PROTECTI ON

1. The departnent of agriculture and |and
stewardship shall initiate and coordi nate the
establishnent of a watershed protection task force and
provi de staffing assistance to the task force. It is
the intent of the general assenbly that the task force
i nclude representatives of the departnent of
agriculture and | and stewardship, the department of
natural resources, the energency nmanagenent division
of the departnment of public defense, county
conservation boards, soil and water conservation
districts, and any ot her appropriate stakehol ders.
The task force shall study the condition of watershed
protection in the state and provi de recommendations to
the department of agriculture and | and stewardship
regardi ng soil conservation, water quality protection,
flood control, and other natural resource conservation
i ssues. The task force shall subnit recomendations
to the departnent by January 1 of each year through
January 1, 2001

2. The department of agriculture and | and
st ewardshi p shall inplenent and adm nister a watershed
protection program A soil and water conservation
district, in cooperation with state agencies, loca
units of government, and private organi zations, may
submit an application for assistance to the depart nent
whi ch provides a strategy for protecting soil, water
quality, and other natural resources, and inproving
flood control in the watershed. Upon approval of an
application, the departnent may provide a grant to the
soil and water conservation district for purposes of
carrying out the strategy provided in the application.

3. A watershed protection account is created
within the water protection fund created in section
161C. 4. Moneys credited to the account shall be
di stributed under the watershed protection program

4. Administrative rules used for water quality
protection projects under the water protection fund
shal | be used to administer the watershed protection
program'

#2. By renunbering as necessary.

COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATl ONS
DERRYL McLAREN, Chairperson
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