House Amendment 8501

Amendment Text
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1 Amend Senate File 2366, as anended, passed, and
2 reprinted by the Senate, as foll ows:

3 #1. By striking everything after the enacting
4 clause and inserting the follow ng:

5 "Section 1. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON. There is
6

7

8

9

appropriated fromthe general fund of the state to the
departnent of education for the fiscal year beginning

July 1, 1998, and endi ng June 30, 1999, the followng

anount, or so nuch thereof as is necessary, to be used
10 for the purposes designat ed:

11 1. For frontier school or extended school year

L3 $ 500, 000
14 By Septenber 1, 1998, the departnent shal

15 establish criteria and a process for the awardi ng of
16 grants for planning or inplenentation purposes.

17 Grants shall be equitably distributed geographically
18 anong rural and urban areas. Notwi thstanding section
19 8. 33, unencunbered or unobligated funds renaining on
20 June 30 of the fiscal year for which the funds were

21 appropriated shall not revert but shall be available
22 for expenditure for the followi ng fiscal year for the
23 purposes of this subsection.

24 2. To the board of educational exaniners, for

25 purposes of developing and inplenenting a nmulti-Ieve
26 voluntary para-educator |icensing systemin accordance
27 with section 272.12, if enacted:

3. For deposit in the Iowa enpowernent fund if

30 legislation providing for the creation of an | owa

31 enpower nent board, an |owa enpowernent fund, and for
32 the appropriation of nobneys to be administered by a
33 comunity enpowernent area, is enacted by the Seventy-
34 seventh General Assenbly, 1998 Session

3D $ 5,200, 000
36 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 256.44 NATI ONAL BOARD

37 CERTI FI CATI ON AWARD APPROPRI ATI ON

38 1. A teacher, as defined in section 272.1, who

39 registers for a national board for professiona

40 teaching standards certificate and is enployed by a
41 school district in lowa shall be eligible for a

42 registration award as provided in subsection 2, and
43 upon achi evenment of a national board for professiona
44 teaching standards certificate, is eligible for an

45 annual award of ten thousand dollars for each year the
46 certificate is valid as provided in this section.

47 2. To receive a partial registration award in the
48 amount of one-half of the registration fee charged by
49 the national board for professional teaching

50 standards, the teacher shall apply to the departnent

1 of education within one year of registration

2 submtting to the departnment any documentation the

3 departnment requires. A teacher shall receive a fina
4 registration award in the anpbunt of the renmining

5 registration fee charged by the national board if the
6 teacher notifies the departnent of the teacher's

7 certification achieverent and subnits any
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8 docunentation requested by the departnent.

9 3. To receive a five-year annual award for

10 achieving certification by the national board of

11 professional teaching standards, a teacher shall apply
12 to the departnment within one year of eligibility.

13 Paynment for awards shall be made only upon

14 departnental approval of an application or

15 recertification of eligibility. A nonrenewable term
16 of eligibility shall be for five years or for the

17 years the certificate is valid, whichever tine period
18 is shorter. |In order to continue receipt of paynents
19 a recipient shall annually recertify eligibility.

20 4. A national board for professional teaching

21 standards certification fund is established in the

22 office of treasurer of state to be adm nistered by the
23 departnent. Moneys appropriated by the genera

24 assenbly for deposit in the fund shall be paid as

25 foll ows:

26 a. Upon receipt of award documentati on as provided
27 in subsection 2.

b. On January 15 to teachers whose applications

29 and recertifications for annual awards as provided in
30 subsection 3 are approved by the departnment. The

31 treasurer of state shall act as custodian of the fund
32 and may invest the noneys deposited in the fund. The
33 incone fromany investnent shall be credited to and

34 deposited in the fund. The director of revenue and

35 finance shall issue warrants upon the fund pursuant to
36 the order of the departnent and such warrants shall be
37 paid fromthe fund by the treasurer of state.

38 Notwi t hstandi ng section 8.33, unencunbered or

39 unobligated noneys renaining in the fund on June 30 of
40 the fiscal year for which the funds were appropriated
41 shall not revert but shall be avail able for subsequent
42 fiscal years for the purposes of this section.

43 5. An individual shall not qualify for a term of
44 annual award eligibility unless the individua

45 applies, certifying eligibility, to the departnent

46 prior to June 30, 2001.

47 Sec. 3. Section 256.45, unnunbered paragraphs 1,
48 3, and 4, Code 1997, are anended to read as foll ows:
49 The departnent of education shall establish
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— and administer the position of
ambassador to education._ 1t shall be the function of
the anbassador to education to act as an education
liaison to primary and secondary schools in this
state. The anbassador to education position shall be
filled by the educator selected as teacher of the year
by the governor, but only if that person agrees to
fill the ambassador to education position

The anbassador to education shall receive, in lieu
of conpensation fromthe district in which the
anbassador is regularly enployed, a salary
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3 11 equal to the anount of salary
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— the person
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— woul d have received fromthe
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district in the person's regular position during the
school year for which the person serves as anbassador,

or thirty thousand dollars, whichever amount is
greater. The anbassador shall also be compensated for
actual expenses incurred as a result of the
performance of duties under this section.

The

' . hicl
— departnent shall grant funds in
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an anpunt equal to the salary and benefits the person
sel ected as anbassador to education would have

received fromthe district, or thirty thousand
dollars, whichever anpunt is greater, to the schoo
district that enploys the person selected as the
anbassador

—to education
The departnent shall al so
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rei nburse the school district for actual expenses
incurred as a result of the performance of duties
under this section. The school district shall grant
the person a one-year sabbatical in order to allow the
person to be the anmbassador to education, and during
the sabbatical, shall pay the salary and benefits of
the anbassador with funds granted by the departnent.
The person selected as the anbassador to education
shall be entitled to return to the person's sane or a
conpar abl e position without |oss of accrued benefits
or seniority.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 256D.1 TITLE

This chapter shall be known and nay be cited as the
"Frontier School Act".

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 256D.2 PURPCSES.

1. It is the purpose of this chapter to provide a
nmeans to revitalize education and continually do al

of the follow ng
a. |nprove student [ earning.
b. Increase |earning opportunities for students.

c. Encourage the use of different and innovative
teachi ng net hods.

d. Require the neasurenent of |earning outcones
and create different and innovative nethods for
measuring outcomes and compari son of those outcones
with other attendance centers within a schoo
district.

e. Establish new forns of accountability for
school s.

f. Create new professional opportunities for
teachers, including the opportunity to be responsible
for the learning programat the school site.

g. Create opportunities for comunity menbers to
enhance student |earning experiences in the conmunity
menber' s prof essi on.

h. Encourage the devel opnent and use of an
i nnovati ve or extended school year.

2. This chapter does not provide a nmeans to keep
open a school that otherwi se would be closed. A
school board bears the burden of proving that
conversion to a frontier school fulfills a purpose
specified in this chapter and i ndependent of the
school ' s cl osi ng.

Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 256D.3 DEFIN TIONS

As used in this chapter unless the context
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ot herw se requires:

1. "Departnment” neans the departmnment of education.

2. "Director" nmeans the director of the departnent
of education.

3. "School board" nmeans the board of directors of

a public school district creating a frontier schoo
within the district.

4. "State board" neans the state board of
education

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 256D.4 APPLICABILITY.

This section applies only to frontier schools
formed and operated under this chapter.

Sec. 8. NEWSECTION. 256D.5 FORMATI ON OF SCHOOL.

1. A school board, upon approval by the state
board, may establish one or nmore frontier schools as
provided in this chapter.

2. A school board may authorize a |icensed
adm ni strator or teacher to operate a frontier schoo
subject to the approval of the state board. The
school shall be organi zed and operated as a nonprofit
cooperative associ ati on under chapter 498 or nonprofit
cor poration under chapter 504A.

3. Before a school district nay formand operate a
frontier school, the school board nust file an
affidavit with the state board stating its intent to
establish a frontier school. The affidavit shal
state the ternms and conditions under which the schoo
board pl edges to establish a frontier school. The
state board shall approve or di sapprove a school
board's proposed authorization within sixty days of
receipt of an affidavit. Failure to obtain state
board approval precludes a school board from
authorizing the frontier school that was the subject
of the affidavit.

4. A school board approved by the state board to
organi ze, establish, and operate a frontier schoo
shal | appoint the nmenbers of the frontier school
board. The frontier school board shall consist of not
nore than seven nenbers, the majority of which shal
be parents or guardians of children enrolled in the
frontier school. One nenber of the school board shal
serve as a nenber of the frontier school board. The
provi sions of chapters 21 and 22 shall apply to
meetings and records of the frontier school board.

5. The granting or renewal of an authorization for
a frontier school by a school board shall not be
condi tioned upon the bargaining unit status of the
enpl oyees of the school.

Sec. 9. NEWSECTION. 256D.6 CONVERSI ON OF
EXI STI NG SCHOOLS.

The board of directors of a school district may
convert any one of its existing schools to frontier
schools or the entire district to a frontier schoo
under this chapter. The conversion must occur at the
begi nni ng of an academ c year.

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 256D.7 CONTRACT.

The school board's authorization for a frontier
school shall be in the formof a witten contract
signed by the school board and the board of directors
of the frontier school. The contract for a frontier
school shall be in witing and contain, at a m ni num
the foll ow ng:

1. A description of a programthat carries out one
or nmore of the purposes enunerated in section 256D. 2.

2. Specific outcones students are to achi eve under
section 256D. 11.

3. Admission policies and procedures.
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4. A description of the managenent and
admi ni stration of the frontier school

5. Requirenments and procedures for program and
financial audits.

6. A plan describing nethods for conmplying with
sections 256D. 9, 256D. 14, 256D.17, and 256D. 24.

7. Assurance of the assunption of liability by the
frontier school.

8. Types and anopunts of insurance coverage to be
obtained by the frontier school

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 256D.8 PUBLIC STATUS
EXEMPTI ON FROM STATUTES AND RULES

A frontier school is a public school and is part of
the state's system of public education. Except as
provided in this chapter, a frontier school is exenpt
fromall statutes and rules applicable to a school, a
school board, or a school district, although it may
elect to conply with one or nore provisions of
statutes or rules.

Sec. 12. NEWSECTION. 256D.9 REQU REMENTS

1. A frontier school shall neet all applicable
state and local health and safety requirenents.

2. Afrontier school shall be nonsectarian inits
prograns, adm ssion policies, enploynent practices,
and all other operations. A school board shall not
establish a frontier school or programthat is
affiliated with an existing nonpublic school.

3. Frontier schools shall not be used as a net hod
of providing education or generating revenue for
students who are receiving conpetent private
instruction pursuant to chapter 299A

4. The primary focus of a frontier school shall be
to provide a conprehensive program of instruction for
at |l east one grade or age group fromfive through
ei ghteen years of age. Instruction may be provided to
peopl e younger than five years or ol der than eighteen
years of age.

5. A frontier school shall not charge tuition

6. A frontier school is subject to and shal
comply with chapter 216 and 216A relating to civil and
human rights.

7. A frontier school is subject to and shall
comply with sections 275.55A, 279.9A, 280.17B
280. 21B, and 282.4, relating to suspension and
expul sion of a student.

8. A frontier school is subject to the sane
financial audits, audit procedures, and audit
requirenents as a school district. The audit shall be
consistent with the requirenents of sections 11.6,
11.14, 11.19, 256.9, subsection 19, and section
279. 29, except to the extent deviations are necessary
because of the program at the school. The departnent,
the auditor of state, or the legislative fiscal bureau
may conduct financial, program or conpliance audits.

9. A frontier school is a school district for the
purposes of tort liability under chapter 670.

Sec. 13. NEWSECTION. 256D.10 ADM SSI ON
REQUI REMENTS.

1. A frontier school nmay linmt admi ssion to any of
the foll ow ng:

a. Students within an age group or grade |evel.

b. Individuals who are eligible to participate in
an alternative options education program under section
280. 19A.

c. Residents of a specific geographic area where
the percentage of the popul ati on of non-Caucasi an
peopl e of that area is greater than the percentage of
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t he non- Caucasi an popul ation in the congressiona
district in which the geographic area is | ocated, and
as long as the school reflects the racial and ethnic
diversity of the specific area.

2. A frontier school shall enroll an eligible
student who submits a tinmely application, unless the
nunber of applications exceeds the capacity of a
program class, grade level, or building. In this
case, students shall be accepted by |ot.

3. Afrontier school admission shall not be based
on intellectual ability, measures of achi evenment or
aptitude, or athletic ability.

Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 256D.11 STUDENT
PERFORMANCE

A frontier school shall design its programs to at
| east neet any outcones adopted by the state board for
public school students. |In the absence of state board
requi rements, the school shall neet the outcones
contained in the contract with the school board. The
achi evenent |evels of the outcomes contained in the
contract nmay exceed the achi evenment |evels of any
out comes adopted by the state board for public schoo
st udents.

Sec. 15. NEWSECTION. 256D.12 EMPLOYMENT AND
OTHER OPERATI NG MATTERS.

A frontier school shall enploy or contract with
necessary teachers, as defined in section 272.1, who
hold a valid license with an endorsement for the type
of service for which the teacher is enployed. The
school nmay enpl oy necessary enpl oyees who are not
required to hold teaching licenses to performduties
other than teaching and nay contract for other
services. The school may discharge teachers and
nonl i censed enpl oyees.

The board of directors of the frontier school also
shal | decide matters related to the operation of the
school , including budgeting, curriculum and operating
pr ocedures.

Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 256D. 13 STUDENTS W TH
SPECI AL EDUCATI ON NEEDS

A frontier school shall conmply with chapter 256B
and admi ni strative rules adopted pursuant to that
chapter relating to the educati on of students with
speci al education needs, and receive state specia
education aid, as though it were a school district.
However, the fiscal responsibility for children
requiring special education shall remain with the
school district creating the frontier school. A child
requi ring speci al education under chapter 256B shal
be included in the weighted enrollnent of the district
creating the frontier school and the district shal
pay to the frontier school the special education
district cost per pupil anmount generated by the
wei ghti ng.

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 256D. 14 LENGIH OF SCHOCOL
YEAR.

A frontier school shall provide instruction each
year for at |east the nunber of days required by
section 279.10, subsection 1, unless the schoo
provi des instruction throughout the year according to
section 256.20 or 279.10, subsection 3.

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 256D.15 REPORTS

A frontier school shall report at |east annually to
its board of directors, the district school board, the
departnment, and the state board of education the
i nformation required by the school board, the
departnent, or the state board. The reports are
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public records subject to chapter 22. The departnent
shal | collect and docunment the progress of the
frontier school toward increasing student's |evels of
achi evenent .

Sec. 19. NEWSECTION. 256D.16 REVI EW AND
COMVENT.

The departnent shall review and coment on the
eval uation, by the school district creating the
frontier school, of the performance of a frontier
school before the frontier school's contract is
renewed. The information fromthe review and coment
shall be reported to the state board in a tinely
manner. Annually, the state board shall report trends
or suggestions based on the evaluation of frontier
school contracts to the house and senate education
commi ttees.

Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 256D.17 TRANSPORTATI ON

1. By July 1 of each year, a frontier school shal
notify the establishing district, the district in
whi ch the school is located, if applicable, and the
departnment if it will provide transportation for
students enrolled at the school for the fiscal year.

2. If afrontier school elects to provide
transportation for students, the transportation shal
be provided by the frontier school within the district
in which the frontier school is located. In addition,
the frontier school shall provide transportation for
all resident pupils attending the frontier school in
accordance with chapter 285, unless otherw se provided
in this chapter.

3. For students who reside outside the district in
which the frontier school is located, the frontier
school is not required to provide or pay for
transportati on between the student's residence and the
border of the district in which the frontier school is
| ocated. A parent nmay be reinbursed by the frontier
school for costs of transportation fromthe student's
residence to the border of the district in which the
frontier school is located if the student is froma
fam |y whose incone is at or bel ow the poverty |evel,
as determned by the npst recently revised poverty
i ncome guidelines published by the United States
departnent of health and human servi ces.

4. At the tinme a student enrolls in a frontier
school, the frontier school shall provide the parent
or guardian with information regarding the
transportation

5. If a frontier school does not elect to provide
transportation, transportation for students enrolled
at the school shall be provided by the district in
whi ch the school is located, in the manner provided in
section 285.1, subsection 15, for a student residing
in the same district in which a nonpublic school
designated for attendance is |ocated. Transportation
may be provided by the district in which the frontier
school is located for a student residing in a
different district, in the sane manner provided for in
section 285.1, subsection 16, for students whose
nonpubl i ¢ school designated for attendance is |ocated
out side the boundary line of the school district of
the student's residence.

Sec. 21. NEWSECTION.  256D. 18 LEASED SPACE

A frontier school may | ease space froma schoo
board or other public or private nonprofit,
nonsectarian organi zation. |If a frontier school is
unabl e to | ease appropriate space froma school board
or other public or private nonprofit, nonsectarian
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organi zation, the frontier school may | ease space from
anot her nonsectarian organi zation if the departnment,

in consultation with the departnment of nmanagenent,
approves the lease. |If the frontier school is unable
to | ease appropriate space frompublic or private
nonsectari an organi zati ons, the frontier school my

| ease space froma sectarian organi zation if the

| eased space is constructed as a school facility and
the departnent, in consultation with the departnent of
managenent, approves the | ease.

Sec. 22. NEWSECTION. 256D.19 |N TIAL COSTS.

A school board may establish a frontier school
before the applicant has secured its space, equipnent,
facilities, and personnel if the school board
i ndi cates the establishment is necessary for it to
rai se working capital. A school board may not
establish a school before the state board of education
has approved the authorization

Sec. 23. NEWSECTION. 256D.20 DI SSEM NATI ON OF
| NFORMATI ON.

The school board, the operators, and the depart ment
shal | dissem nate information to the public on how to
formand operate a frontier school and how to utilize
the offerings of a frontier school. Particular groups
to be targeted include | owincone famlies and
communities and mnority students.

Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 256D.21 LEAVE TO TEACH I N
A FRONTI ER SCHOOL.

If a teacher enployed by a school district is
qualified for a vacant teaching position that exists
at a frontier school, and the frontier school has
accepted the teacher for the position, the teacher may
request in witing an extended | eave of absence to
teach at the frontier school, and the school district
shal|l grant the | eave for any nunber of years
requested by the teacher, and nust extend the | eave at
the teacher's request. The school district may
require that the request for a | eave or extension of
| eave be nmade up to ninety days before the teacher
woul d otherwi se have to report for duty. Once
granted, a leave is valid only while the teacher is
enpl oyed by the frontier school.

This section shall not apply to a school district
experiencing three consecutive years or nore of
declining enroll nent.

Sec. 25. NEWSECTION. 256D.22 COLLECTIVE
BARGAI NI NG

The provisions of chapter 20 shall not apply to the
board of directors of a frontier school or its
enpl oyees unl ess the enpl oyees and the frontier schoo
board agree to abi de by the provisions of chapter 20
in the contract established pursuant to section
256D. 7.

Sec. 26. NEW SECTION. 256D.23 TEACHER AND OTHER
EMPLOYEE RETI REMENT.

Teachers in a frontier school shall be public
school teachers for the purposes of retirenment under
chapter 97B.

Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 256D. 24 CAUSES FOR
NONRENEWAL OR TERM NATI ON

1. The duration of a frontier school contract with
a school board shall be for five years. The schoo
board may or nmay not renew a contract at the end of
the termfor any ground listed in subsection 2. A
school board may unilaterally term nate a contract
during the termof the contract for any ground listed
in subsection 2. At l|least sixty days before not



renewi ng or termnating a contract, the school board
shall notify the board of directors of the frontier
school of the proposed action in witing. The notice
shal | state the grounds for the proposed action in
reasonabl e detail and that the frontier school's board
of directors may request in witing an informa
hearing before the school board within fourteen days
of receiving notice of nonrenewal or term nation of
the contract. Failure by the board of directors to
make a tinely witten request for a hearing shall be
treated as acqui escence to the proposed action. Upon
receiving a timely witten request for a hearing, the
school board shall give reasonable notice to the
frontier school's board of directors of the hearing
date. The school board shall conduct an informa
hearing before taking final action. The school board
shal | take final action to renew or not renew a
contract by the |l ast day of classes in the schoo

year. The frontier school's board of directors nay
appeal the school board's decision to the state board.

2. A contract may be term nated or not renewed
upon any of the follow ng grounds:

a. Failure to neet the requirements for student
performance contained in the contract.

b. Failure to nmeet generally accepted standards of
fiscal managenent.

c. For violations of |law or other good cause
shown.

3. If acontract is termnated or not renewed, the
school shall be dissolved according to the applicable
provi si ons of chapter 498 or 504A

Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 256D.25 STUDENT
ENRCLLMENT.

If a frontier school contract is not renewed or is
term nated according to section 256D. 24, a student who
attended the school may enroll in the resident
district or may submit an application to a nonresident
district according to section 282.18 at any tine.
Applications and notices required by section 282.18
shal | be processed and provided in a pronpt manner.
The application and notice deadlines in section 282.18
do not apply under these circunstances.

A student enrolled in a frontier school is
ineligible to participate in dual enrollnent under
section 299A. 8.

Sec. 29. NEWSECTION. 256D. 26 GCENERAL AUTHORI TY.

The board of directors of a frontier school may sue
and be sued. The board may not |evy taxes or issue
bonds.

Sec. 30. NEWSECTION. 256D.27 | MVUNITY.

1. The state board, menbers of the state board, a
school board, nenbers of a school board in their
of ficial capacity, and enpl oyees of a school board are
imune fromcivil or crimnal liability with respect
to all activities related to a frontier school they
approve or establish.

2. The board of directors of the frontier school
shal | obtain at | east the ampunt of and types of
i nsurance required by the contract, according to
section 256D. 7.

Sec. 31. NEWSECTION. 256D.28 STATE SCHOOL
FOUNDATI ON Al D FOR A FRONTI ER SCHOOL

1. A student residing in lowa who is enrolled in a
frontier school shall be counted, for state schoo
foundati on aid purposes, in the student's district of
resi dence. A student's residence, for purposes of
this section, shall be as established under section



282.1. The board of directors of the district of

resi dence shall pay to the frontier school the
district cost per pupil, or the frontier school's cost
per pupil as determ ned by the departnent based upon

i nformation supplied by the frontier school, whichever
is |l owest, plus any noneys received for the student as
a result of non-English-speaking wei ghting under
section 280.4, subsection 3, for each school year.

The district of residence shall also transmt the
phase Il noneys allocated to the district for the
full-time equival ent attendance of the student to the
frontier school as provided according to any agreenment
reached by the frontier school and the school district
of residence.

2. If a parent or guardian of a child enrolled in
a frontier school under this chapter nobves to a
different school district during the course of either
district's acadenmic year, the child' s first district
of residence shall be responsible for paynent of the
cost per pupil plus weightings or special education
costs to the frontier school for the balance of the
school year in which the nove took place. The new
district of residence shall be responsible for the
paynments during the succeeding years.

Sec. 32. NEWSECTION. 256D.29 AUTHORI ZED
EXPENDI TURES

A frontier school is a public school for purposes
of section 257.7.

Sec. 33. NEWSECTION. 256D.30 OTHER AID
GRANTS REVENUE

1. A frontier school is eligible to receive other
aid, grants, and revenue according to Title VII,
subtitle 1, as though it were a school district. The
frontier school may receive aid | evied by the school
district for the purposes of the frontier school. For
purposes of receiving federal aid, the actua
enrol Il nent of the frontier school shall be included in
the actual enrollnent of the school district, and the
school district shall pay to the frontier school the
federal aid generated by the frontier school's actua
enrol | ment.

2. Except as provided in section 256D. 32, a
frontier school may receive noney fromany source for
facilities needs. |In the year-end report to the state
board of education, the frontier school shall report
the total anmount of funds received fromgrants and
ot her outside sources.

Sec. 34. NEWSECTION 256D.31 USE OF STATE
MONEY.

Money received fromthe state may not be used to
purchase land or buildings. The school may own | and
and buildings if obtained through nonstate sources.

Sec. 35. NEWSECTION. 256E.1 BEG NNI NG TEACHER
| NDUCTI ON PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED GRANTS

If the general assenbly appropriates noneys for
purposes of teacher induction, the departnent of
education shall coordinate a begi nning teacher
i nduction programto pronote excellence in teaching,
to build a supportive environnent within schoo
districts, to increase the retention of prom sing
begi nni ng teachers, and to pronote the personal and
prof essional well-being of teachers. The depart nent
of education shall devel op a process for awarding
begi nni ng teacher induction grants to schoo
districts, and shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter
17A relating to the equitable distribution of grants
to school districts to reflect diversity



geographi cally and by popul ati on.
Sec. 36. NEWSECTION. 256E.2 DEFIN TIONS
As used in this chapter, unless the context

ot herw se requires:
1. "Beginning teacher” means an individual serving
under an initial provisional or conditional |icense,

i ssued by the board of educational exam ners under
chapter 272, who is assunming a position as a classroom
t eacher.

2. "Board of directors" neans the board of
directors of a school district or a collaboration of

boards of directors of school districts.

3. "dassroomteacher" neans an individual who
holds a valid practitioner's license and who is
enpl oyed by a school district under sections 279.13
through 279.19 in a school district or area education
agency in this state to provide instruction to
st udents.

4. "Departnent" means the departnent of education.

5. "Director" means the director of the departnent
of educati on.

6. "District facilitator”™ neans a |icensed

prof essi onal pursuant to chapter 272 who is appointed
by the board of directors, or a collaboration of
districts, to serve as the |iaison between the board
of directors and the departnment for the beginning
teacher induction program

7. "Mentor" neans an individual enployed by a
school district or area education agency as a
cl assroom t eacher and who holds a valid license to
teach issued under chapter 272

Sec. 37. NEWSECTION. 256E.3 DI STRICT PLAN

1. A board of directors of a school district or
the boards of directors of a collaboration of school
districts participating in the begi nning teacher
i nducti on program shall appoint a district
facilitator, whose duties shall include, but are not
limted to, overseeing the devel opnment of a plan for
nmeeting the goals of the programas set forth in
section 256E. 1, and conposing a district commttee
pursuant to subsection 2.

2. The nenbership of the district committee
conmposed by the district facilitator shall include,
but is not limted to, licensed practitioners and an
area education agency staff devel opnent professional.

3. The district conmittee shall adopt a plan and
witten procedures for a nmentor program consistent
with this chapter. The plan and the witten
procedures shall, at a mninum provide the process
for the selection of and the nunber of mentors; the
mentor training process; the tinmetable by which the
pl an shall be inpl enented; placenent of nentors and
begi nni ng teachers; the m ni mum anount of contact tine
bet ween nmentors and begi nning teachers; the m ni mum
anount of release time for nentors and begi nni ng
teachers for neetings for planning, denonstration,
observation, feedback, and workshops; the process for
di ssol ving nentoring partnerships; and the process for
nmeasuring the results of the program The district
conmmittee shall reconmmend to the board of directors or
boards of directors of a collaboration the names of
classroomteachers eligible to be nentors.

4. The district facilitator shall submt the plan,
and the proposed costs of inplenmenting the plan, to
the board of directors or boards of directors of a
col I aboration, which shall consider the plan and, once
approved, submt the plan and a reasonabl e cost



proposal to the departnent of education, which shal
award grants as equitably as possible based on the
geogr aphi ¢ and popul ation diversity of the school
districts submtting plans. Gants nmay be awarded in
subsequent years based upon the npbst recent plan on
file with the departnent.

5. The district conmittee is encouraged to work
with area education agenci es and postsecondary
institutions in the preparation and inplenmentati on of
a pl an.

Sec. 38. NEWSECTION. 256E. 4 BEGQ NNI NG TEACHER
AND MENTOR SELECTI ON AND PLACEMENT.

1. To be eligible to be a nentor, a |licensed
practitioner shall, at a mnimum be enployed by a
school district as a classroomteacher, have a record
of at least four years of effective practice, have
been enpl oyed for one full year in the district on a
nonprobationary basis, and denonstrate professiona
commitnment to the inprovenent of teaching and
| earni ng, and the devel opment of begi nning teachers.

2. The district facilitator shall place beginning
teachers in a manner that provides the greatest
opportunity to participate with the |argest nunber of
ment or s.

Sec. 39. NEWSECTION. 256E.5 BEGQ NNI NG TEACHER
| NDUCTI ON STATE SUBSI DY FUND

1. A teacher who is enrolled as a nentor in an
approved begi nning teacher induction programshall be
eligible for an award of five hundred dollars per
senmester of participation in the program which shal
be paid from noneys received pursuant to this section
by the school district enploying the nentor.

2. Moneys received by a school district pursuant
to this chapter shall be expended to provide nentors
with awards in accordance with subsection 1, to
i mpl enent the plan, to pay the costs of the enployer's
share of contributions to federal social security and
the lowa public enployees' retirenment systemor a
pension and annuity retirement system established
under chapter 294, for such amounts paid by the
district.

3. Mneys received by a school district under this
chapter are m scell aneous income for purposes of
chapter 257 or are considered encunbered. Each |oca
school district shall nmaintain a separate listing
within their budget for paynments received and
expendi tures nmade pursuant to this section.

4. Moneys received for purposes of this chapter
shal |l not be used for paynent of any collective
bar gai ni ng agreenent or arbitrator's decision
negoti ated or awarded under chapter 20.

5. A beginning teacher induction fund is
established in the office of the treasurer of state to
be adm nistered by the departnment. Mneys
appropriated by the general assenbly for deposit in
the fund shall be used to provide funding to schoo
districts pursuant to the requirenments of this
section.

6. Notwi thstanding section 8.33, unencunbered or
unobl i gated funds remai ning on June 30 of the fisca
year for which the funds were appropriated shall not
revert but shall be available for expenditure in the
following fiscal year for the purposes of this
section.

Sec. 40. NEW SECTION. 256E. 6 REPORTS

The board of directors of a school district or the
boards of directors of a collaboration of school



districts inplenenting an approved begi nni ng teacher

i nducti on program as provided in this chapter shal
submit an assessnent of the programis results by July
1 of the fiscal year succeeding the year in which the
school district or the collaboration of school
districts received nmoneys under this chapter. The
departnent shall annually report the statewide results
of the programto the chairpersons and the ranking
nmenbers of the house and senate education conmittees
by January 1.

Sec. 41. NEWSECTION. 256F.1 LEQ SLATIVE
FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT.

The general assenbly finds that early chil dhood
education prograns provide benefits in the areas of
econom ¢ devel opnment, education, workforce
preparation, health costs, welfare costs, and juvenile
justice. The general assenbly further finds that it
is in the best interest of the state to encourage and
equitably fund early chil dhood education prograns in
the public school districts. The goal of these
prograns shall be, at a mnimm to produce children
who are self-confident and trusting, intellectually
i nquisitive, able to use | anguage to conmmuni cat e,
physically and nmentally healthy, able to relate well
to others, and enpathetic to others. Toward that

goal, it is the intent of this chapter to establish
and fund an early chil dhood education inperatives
program

Sec. 42. NEWSECTION. 256F.2 EARLY CH LDHOOD
EDUCATI ON | MPERATI VES PROGRAM APPROPRI ATI ON

1. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of
the state to the departnent of education for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 1998, and for each
succeedi ng fiscal year, the sumof ten mllion dollars
for the early chil dhood education inperatives program

2. For each fiscal year for which noneys are
appropriated in subsection 1, the anmbunt of noneys
all ocated to school districts shall be in the
proportion that the basic enrollnent of a district
bears to the sum of the basic enrollments of al
school districts in the state for the budget year
However, a district shall not receive | ess than seven
thousand five hundred dollars in a fiscal year

3. For each year for which an appropriation is
made to the early chil dhood education inperatives
program the departnent of education shall notify the
departnment of revenue and finance of the anmount to be
paid to each school district based upon the
distribution plan set forth for the appropriation nmade
pursuant to this section. The allocation to each
school district under this section shall be made in
one paynent on or about OCctober 15 of the fiscal year
for which the appropriation is nmade, taking into
consideration the rel ati ve budget and cash position of
the state resources. Prior to the recei pt of npneys,
school districts shall provide to the departnent of
educati on adequate assurance that they have devel oped
or are devel oping an early chil dhood education plan as
requi red by section 256F.3 and that noneys received
under this section will be used in accordance with the
required early chil dhood education plan.

4. Moneys received under this section shall not be
commingled with state aid paynents nmade under sections
257.16 to a school district and shall be accounted for
by the school district separately fromstate aid
paynents.

5. Paynents nade to school districts under this



section are m scell aneous inconme for purposes of
chapter 257 or are considered encunmbered. Each schoo
district shall maintain a separate listing within
their budgets for paynents received and expenditures
made pursuant to this section

6. Mbneys received under this section shall not be
used for paynment of any coll ective bargaining
agreenment or arbitrator's decision negotiated or
awar ded under chapter 20

Sec. 43. NEWSECTION. 256F.3 EARLY CH LDHOOD
EDUCATI ON | MPERATI VES PROGRAM PLANNI NG

Prior to receiving noneys under this chapter, the
board of directors of a school district shall adopt an
initial early chil dhood education plan that supports
early chil dhood education efforts and includes an
eval uation conmponent. The plan shall be devel oped by
i censed professional staff of the district, including
both teachers and administrators. The plan shall, at
a mninmm focus on preparing children to attain or
sur pass student achi evenent goals identified pursuant
to sections 280.12 and 280.18. The initial plan shal
be anmended or adopted anew at | east once every five
years. The early chil dhood education plan shall be
kept on file in the district and a copy of the initial
pl an, subsequent amendnents to the plan, and copies of
subsequent pl ans adopted shall be sent to the
appropriate area educati on agency and the departnent
of education. Progress as determ ned by the schoo
district, but including progress in preparing children
to attain or surpass student achi evenent goals, shal
be included as part of the annual report subnmitted to
the departnent of education in conpliance with
sections 280.12 and 280. 18.

Sec. 44. NEWSECTION. 256F.4 EARLY CH LDHOOD
EDUCATI ON | MPERATI VES PROGRAM EXPENDI TURES.

School districts shall expend funds received
pursuant to section 256F.2 to support reading
instruction in phonics, and other education practices,
prograns, or assistance for kindergarten through grade
three that may include, but are not linmted to, the
following: reducing adult to student ratios through
the hiring of teachers, forner teachers, and para-
educator teaching assistants; talented and gifted
prograns; and inplenentation of instructional prograns
designed to i nprove student achievenent in the areas
of reading, |anguage arts, and mathenati cs.

Sec. 45. NEW SECTION. 257.13 ON TIME FUNDI NG FOR
NEW STUDENTS.

1. If a district's actual enrollnment for the
budget year, determ ned under section 257.6, is
greater than its budget enrollnment for the budget
year, the district may subnit a request to the schoo
budget review commttee for on-tinme funding for new
students. The school budget review comrittee shal
consider the relative increase in enrollment on a
district-by-district basis, in deternining whether to
approve the request, and shall determ ne the anount of
additional funding to be provided if the request is
granted. An application for on-tine fundi ng nust be
recei ved by the department of education by Cctober 1.
Witten notice of the conmttee's decision shall be
gi ven through the departnent of education to the
school board for a district.

2. If the school budget review committee approves
a request for on-tine funding for new students, the
funding shall be in an amount up to the product of
one-third of the state cost per pupil for the budget



year multiplied by the difference between the actua
enrol l ment for the budget year and the budget
enrol I ment for the budget year. The additiona
fundi ng received under this section is mscellaneous
income to the district.

3. Mdneys appropriated by the general assenbly for
purposes of this section shall be paid to school
districts in one |lunp-sum paynent within thirty days
of notification by the school budget review committee
of approval for on-tine funding for new students for a
budget year. |If the requests approved by the schoo
budget review conmittee exceed the appropriati on nade
for purposes of this section, the paynents to schoo
districts receiving approval for on-tinme funding shal
be prorated such that each school district approved
for on-tine funding shall receive an anount of on-tine
fundi ng equal to the percentage that the on-tine
funding to be provided to the district bears to the
total ampunt of on-tinme funding to be provided to al
districts receiving approval .

4. |If the board of directors of a school district
determ nes that a need exists for additional funds
exceedi ng the anpbunt provided in this section, a
request for supplenmental aid based upon increased
enrol Il ment may be submitted to the school budget
review commttee as provided in section 257.31

5. A school district which is receiving a budget
adj ustnment for a budget year pursuant to section
257.14 shall receive on-tinme funding for new students,
reduced by the anpbunt of the budget adjustnment for
that budget year.

Sec. 46. Section 272.1, Code 1997, is anended by
addi ng the foll ow ng new subsecti on:

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 4A. "Para-educator" nmeans a
person who is licensed to assist a teacher in the
performance of instructional tasks to support and
assi st classroominstruction and rel ated schoo
activities.

Sec. 47. NEWSECTION. 272.12 PARA- EDUCATOR
LI CENSES.

1. The board of educational exam ners shall adopt
rul es pursuant to chapter 17A relating to a nulti-
| evel voluntary |icensing systemranging from para-
educator generalist to para-educator specialist. The
rules shall outline the instructional and other school
activity tasks the individuals |licensed under this
section may perform The board shall determ ne
whet her an applicant is qualified to performthe
duties for which a para-educator |icense is sought.

2. Applicants for a para-educator |license as a
general i st nust hold a high school diplona from an
accredi ted secondary school or a high school
equi val ency di pl oma i ssued in accordance with chapter
259A. The applicant nust al so have conpl eted
additional in-service training in at least all of the
foll owi ng areas:

a. Behavi or managenent.

b. Ethical responsibilities and behavior.

c. Exceptional child and at-risk child behavior.

d. Collaboration skills and interpersona
rel ations.

e. Child and youth devel opnent.

3. Applicants for a para-educator license as a
speci al i st nust neet the requirenents of subsection 2
and additional requirenments as prescribed by rule.

4. A public school district, area education
agency, conmunity college, institution of higher




education under the state board of regents, or an
accredited private institution as defined in section
261.9, subsection 1, with a program approved by the
state board of education, may train and reconmend

i ndi viduals for board |icensure.

5. Applicants shall be disqualified for any of the
foll owi ng reasons:

a. The applicant is |ess than eighteen years of
age.

b. The applicant has a record of founded child
abuse.

c. The applicant has been convicted of a felony.

d. The applicant's application is fraudul ent.

e. The applicant's license or certification from
anot her state is suspended or revoked.

f. The applicant fails to neet board standards for
application for an initial or renewed |icense.

6. Qualifications or criteria for the granting or
revocation of a license or the deternination of an
i ndi vidual 's professional standing shall not include
menber shi p or nonmenbership in any teachers
organi zati on

Sec. 48. NEWSECTION. 279.14A PRACTI TI ONER
PERFORMANCE | MPROVEMENT PROGRAM

1. The departnent of education shall establish and
i mpl enent a voluntary practitioner perfornance
i mprovenent programthat shall provide technica
assi stance to teachers and adm nistrators from each
public school district and area education agency. The
departnment shall consult with the |lowa state education
associ ation, the lowa association of school boards,
the school administrators of lowa, and, as
practicable, other entities providing simlar
prograns, in developing the program The program
shall do the follow ng

a. At a mnimum the programshall provide
admi nistrators with training, including but not
limted to, semnars and witten materials, relating
to the areas of enploynent policies and procedures,
enpl oynment docunent ation, perfornmance eval uations,
corrective performance techni ques, discipline,
term nation, and support by qualified individuals for
i mpl enentati on of the program Training received by
an admi ni strator in accordance with this section shal
apply toward an adm nistrator's eval uator approva
renewal . The program shall not be used to provide
consul tation or assistance on specific enpl oynent
situations.

b. The program shall include the establishnent and
i npl enentati on of a regional systemto provide
techni cal assistance to teachers and administrators
who are perform ng i nadequately.

2. The departnment shall subnmit an annual report to
the chai rpersons and ranki ng nenbers of the house and
senat e standi ng educati on comm ttees summari zi ng
program activities and describing the departnent's
plans for inproving or changing the program

3. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of
the state to the departnent of education for each
fiscal year the sumof three hundred thousand dollars
for purposes of the practitioner performance
i mprovement program

O the funds appropriated, the sum of one hundred
thousand dol I ars shall be used for purposes of
subsection 1, paragraph "a", and the sum of two
hundred t housand dollars shall be used for purposes of
subsection 1, paragraph "b".



42 Sec. 49. Section 279.15, Code 1997, is anended to

21 43 read as foll ows:

21 44 279.15 NOTICE OF TERM NATI ON REQUEST FOR

21 45 HEARI NG

21 46 1. The superintendent or the superintendent's

21 47 designee and the board of director's of the schoo

21 48 district shall notify the teacher not later than
—Ap

21 49

I I : I . ¥ L

21

50

ho | I , , f o)

22

- Nhrch,15 that the

1

22 2 teacher's continuing contract be termnated effective
22 3 at the end of the current school year. However, if
22 4 the district is subject to reorgani zati on under
22 5 chapter 275, the notification shall not occur until
22 6 after the first organi zational neeting of the board of
22 7 the newly formed district.
22 8 2. Notification of

—FecorrpAdati-on—of

— termnation
22 9 of a teacher's contract shall be in witing, signed by
22 10 the superintendent and the presiding officer of the
22 11 board, and shall be personally delivered to the
22 12 teacher

——or—aied—by—ecertifiedumi-

— The
22 13 notification shall be conplete when received by the
22 14 teacher. The notification and the recomendation to
22 15 terminate shall contain a short and plain statenment of

22 16 the reasons, which shall be for just cause, why the
22 17 reconmendation is being made.

I T . hall
22 18

19
—gi-ven—to—+the—board-
22 20 3. As a part of the termination proceedings, the
22 21 teacher's conplete personnel file of enploynent by
22 22 that board shall be available to the teacher, which
22 23 file shall contain a record of all periodic
22 24 eval uations between the teacher and appropriate
22 25 supervi sors.
22 26 4. Wthin five days of the receipt of the witten
22 27 notice
I : I . G
- of
22 28 termination of the contract, the teacher may request,



22 29 in witing to the secretary of the board, a private
22 30 hearing with

—the board
— an adjudicator selected in

22 31 accordance with section 279.17. The private hearing
22 32 shall not be subject to chapter 21 and shall be held
22 33 no sooner than ten days and no |ater than twenty days
22 34 foll ow ng

— the selection of

22 35 the adjudicator, unless the parties otherw se agree.
22 36 The secretary of the board shall notify the teacher in
22 37 witing of the date, tine, and |ocation of the private
22 38 hearing, and at | east

—five

— ten days before the hearing
22 39 shall also furnish to the teacher any docunentation
22 40 which may be presented

—to

— by the superintendent and
22 41 the board at the private hearing and a list of persons

22 42 who nay address the

—board
— adj udicator in support of

the superintendent's recomendati on at the private
hearing. At |east three days before the hearing, the
teacher shall provide any docunentation the teacher
expects to present at the private hearing, along with
t he nanes of any persons who nmay address the board on
behal f of the teacher. This exchange of information
shall be at the tine specified unless otherw se
agr eed.

Sec. 50. Section 279.16, Code 1997, is anended to
read as foll ows:

279.16 PRI VATE HEARI NG DECI SION RECORD

1. The participants at the private hearing shal
be

— interested nmenbers of
23 6 the board,

hei | . ,
—if any, the

superintendent, the superintendent's designated
representatives, if any, the teacher's i mediate
supervi sor, the teacher, the teacher's
representatives, if any, and the w tnesses for the
parties. The evidence at the private hearing shall be
limted to the specific reasons stated in the
superintendent's notice of recomendation of

term nation. No participant in the hearing shall be
liable for any danmmges to any person if any statenent
at the hearing is determned to be erroneous as |ong
as the statenent was made in good faith. The
superintendent shall present evidence and argunent on
all issues involved and the teacher may cross-exani ne,
respond and present evidence and argunment in the
teacher's behal f relevant to all issues involved.

Evi dence may be by stipulation of the parties and
informal settlement may be nade by stipul ation,
consent, or default or by any other nethod agreed upon



23 25 by the parties in witing. The board shall enploy a
23 26 certified shorthand reporter to keep a record of the
23 27 private hearing

—TFhe—proceedi-rgs—or—any
— Any part
23 28

—thereof

— of the proceedings shall be transcribed at the
23 29 request of either party with the expense of
23 30 transcription charged to the requesting party.
23 31 2. The

i y : |

— adj udi cat or
23 32 may administer oaths in the same manner and with |ike

23 33 effect and under the sane penalties as in the case of
23 34 magi strates exercising crimnal or civil jurisdiction.
23 35 The

—beard
— adj udi cator shall cause subpoenas to be
23 36 issued for

—such
— witnesses and the production of

—such

23 37 any books and papers
—as—either
— the board or the

23 38 teacher mmy designate. The subpoenas shall be signed
23 39 by the

i ” : I
— adj udi cat or.
23 40 3. In case a witness is duly subpoenaed and

23 41 refuses to attend, or in case a w tness appears and
23 42 refuses to testify or to produce required books or
23 43 papers, the

—board
— adjudicator shall, in witing,
23 44 report such refusal to the district court of the
23 45 county in which the adnministrative office of the
23 46 school district is |ocated, and the court shal
23 47 proceed with the person or w tness as though the
23 48 refusal had occurred in a proceeding | egally pending
23 49 before the court.
23 50 The

— adj udi cator shall not be bound by conmon
24 1 |aw or statutory rules of evidence or by technical or
24 2 formal rules of procedure, but

—t
— the adjudicator

24 3 shall hold the hearing in such manner as is best

24 4 suited to ascertain and conserve the substanti al

24 5 rights of the parties. Process and procedure under
24 6 sections 279.13 to 279.19 shall be as sunmary as

24 7 reasonably may be.

24 8 4. At the conclusion of the private hearing, the



24 9 superintendent and the teacher may file witten briefs
24 10 and argunments with the

—board
— adjudicator within three
24 11 days or such other time as may be agreed upon.
24 12 5. If the teacher fails to tinely request a
24 13 private hearing or does not appear at the private
24 14 hearing, the board may proceed and make a
24 15 determ nati on upon the superintendent's
24 16 reconmendation. |If the teacher fails to tinely file a
24 17 request for a private hearing, the determ nation shal
24 18 be not later than

24 21

I Wl ed d : . e
— The board
24 22 shall convene in open session and by roll call vote
24 23 determine the term nation or continuance of the
24 24 teacher's contract.
24 25 6.

24 28

i d I . {ded.
— The

—board

— adj udi cator.
24 29 shall also consider any witten brief and argunents

24 30 submitted by the superintendent and the teacher.

24 31 7. The record for a private hearing shall include
24 32 the follow ng
24 33

—

— a. Al pleadings, notions and internedi ate
24 34 rulings.
24 35

—2
— b. Al evidence received or considered and al
24 36 ot her submni ssions.



24

37

—3
- C.
24 38 noticed

24

39

—4
- d._
24 40 objections and rulings thereon

24

41

—5—

- €

24 42

—6—
- f.
24 43 board.

24

44

—
— g. Findings of fact shall be based solely on
24 45 the evidence in the record and on matters officially
24 46 noticed in the record.

A statenment of all matters officially

Al questions and offers of proof,

Al'l findings and exceptions.

Any deci sion, opinion, or conclusion by the

24 47 8. The decision of the

—board

— adj udi cator shall be
24 48 in witing and shall include findings of fact and
24 49 conclusions of |aw, separately stated. Findings of
24 50 fact, if set forth in statutory | anguage, shall be
25 1 acconpani ed by a concise and explicit statenent of the
25 2 underlying facts and supporting the findings. Each
25 3 conclusion of law shall be supported by cited
25 4 authority or by reasoned opinion.
25 5 9.

I r hod—a_deoision—opinion.

25

6

Fusion—i I . , |

25

7

| L . | .

25

8

—di-scontinyance—of theteacher—s—contract— Fherecord

25

9

f o) , p L findi e s |

25

10

: hall : I o :

25

11

——chapter—22-

The

—secretary—oftheboeard
— adj udi cat or



25 12 shall nake a decision within thirty days and shall

25 13 upon reaching a decision, imrediately mail notice of
25 14 the

—board-saction
— decision to the teacher, the
25 15 superintendent, and the secretary of the board.

25 16 10. The record of the private hearing and findings

25 17 of fact and exceptions shall be exenpt fromthe
25 18 provisions of chapter 22

25 19 Sec. 51. Section 279.17, Code 1997, is anended to

25 20 read as foll ows:
25 21 279. 17

—ARREALBY TEACHER—FO

— SELECTI ON AND
25 22 AUTHORITY OF ADJUDI CATOR
25 23

25 31 1. Wthin five days follow ng receipt by the
25 32 secretary of

—t-he—notice—of—appeal-

— a teacher's request

25 33 for a private hearing by an adjudicator as provided in

25 34 section 279.15, the board or the board' s |ega
25 35 representative, if any, and the teacher or the
25 36 teacher's representative, if any, may select an
25 37 adjudi cator who resides within the boundaries of the
25 38 nmerged area in which the school district is |ocated
25 39 If an adjudi cator cannot be nmutually agreed upon

25 40 within the five-day period, the secretary shall notify

25 41 the chairperson of the public enploynment relations
25 42 board by transmitting the

—hnoti-ce—of—appeal-

— request for



25 43 a private hearing, and the chairperson of the public
25 44 enploynent relations board shall within five days
25 45 provide a list of five adjudicators to the parti es.
25 46 Wthin three days fromreceipt of the list of

25 47 adjudicators, the parties shall select an adjudicator

25 48 by alternately renmoving a name fromthe |ist unti

25 49 only one nane renmins. The person whose nane renains
25 50 shall be the adjudicator. The parties shall determ ne

26 1 by lot which party shall renove the first name from
26 2 the list submtted by the chairperson of the public
26 3 enploynent relations board. The secretary of the
26 4 board shall informthe chairperson of the public
26 5 enpl oyee relations board of the nane of the
26 6 adjudicator sel ected.

7






26 46 2. The adjudicator may affirm

— the
26 49 superintendent's reconmendation to terninate the
26 50 teacher's contract or

: Liof

27 1

—from-theboardaction
— require the board to continue
27 2 the teacher's contract if

| ol i

27 3

I I L udiced | I .

27 4




;L.

— the adjudicator determnes that ternination of the
27 5 contract would be any of the foll ow ng:
27 6

|

- a

t

— Aviolation of a board rule or policy or
27 7 contract

—0F
27 8
2

— b.  Unsupported by a preponderance of the
27 9 conpetent evidence in the record nade before the

i

27 10 adjudicator when that record is viewed as a whol e

——oF
27 11
—3-
— €. Unreasonable, arbitrary or capricious or
27 12 characterized by an abuse of discretion or a clearly

27 13 unwarranted exerci se of discretion.
27 14



27 28 3. Al costs of the adjudicator shall be shared
27 29 equally by the teacher and the board.
27 30 Sec. 52. Section 279.18, unnunbered paragraph 2,
27 31 Code 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:
27 32 In proceedings for judicial review of the
27 33 adjudicator's decision, the court shall not hear any
27 34 further evidence but shall hear the case upon the
27 35 certified record. In such judicial review, especially
27 36 when considering the credibility of wi tnesses, the
27 37 court shall give weight to the fact findings of the
27 38

—board:-

- diudicator, but shall not be bound by them
27 39 The court may affirmthe adjudicator's decision or
27 40 remand to the adjudicator

——o+—thebeard

— for
27 41 proceedi ngs upon conditions determned by the court.
27 42 The court shall reverse, nodify, or grant any other
27 43 appropriate relief from

further

he | I -
— the
27 44 adjudicator's decision equitable or |Iegal and
27 45 including declaratory relief if substantial rights of
27 46 the petitioner have been prejudi ced because the action
27 47 is:
27 48 Sec. 53. Section 279.18, subsection 6, Code 1997,
27 49 is amended to read as foll ows:
27 50 6. Unsupported by

—a—preponderance—pt—the—corpetent

28 1 substantial evidence in the record made before

—the

28

2

—boeard—and
— the adjudicator when that record is viewed
28 3 as a whole; or

28

4

Sec. 54. Section 279.19, unnunbered paragraph 1,

28 5 Code 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:



28

6

—btwo
— three consecutive years of enploynent
28 7 of a teacher in the sanme school district are a
28 8 probationary period. However,

—a

The first

— 1If the teacher has

successfully conpleted a probationary period of
enpl oynment for another school district located in
lowa, the probationary period in the current district
of enploynent shall not exceed one year. A board of
directors nmay wai ve the probationary period for any
teacher who previously has served a probationary
period in another school district and the board may
extend the probationary period for an additional year
with the consent of the teacher.

Sec. 55. Section 294A.25, subsection 7, Code
Suppl enment 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

7. Commencing with the fiscal year beginning July
1, 1990, the anount of

—sixty

— seventy-five thousand
28 22 dollars for the anmbassador to educati on program under
28 23 section

—256-43
— 256.45.

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

QOWoO~NOOUMWNE

[y

Sec. 56. Section 294A.25, Code Supplenment 1997, is
anmended by adding the follow ng new subsecti ons:

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 9A. For the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 1998, and ending June 30, 1999, the anount of
two hundred fifty thousand dollars for deposit in the
nati onal board for professional teaching standards
certification fund from additional funds transferred
fromphase | to phase I11.

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 9B. For the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 1998, and ending June 30, 1999, the anount of
two hundred forty thousand dollars for beginning
teacher induction programgrants as provided in
chapter 256E, from additional funds transferred from
phase | to phase Ill. It is the intent of the genera
assenbly that grants awarded from funds appropri ated
under this subsection shall provide support to a
m ni mum of one hundred thirty-three teans of mentors
and begi nni ng teachers.

Sec. 57. |INTIAL YEAR

1. The board of directors of a school district, or
the boards of directors of a collaboration, deterni ned
to participate in the beginning teacher induction
programin fiscal year 1998-1999, shall subnmt the
pl an required under section 256E.3, as enacted in this
Act, to the departnment of education by Cctober 15,
1998.

2. By January 15, 1999, the departnent of
education shall award grants as provided in accordance
with section 256E. 3, as enacted in this Act.

Sec. 58. CURRENT NATI ONAL BQOARD CERTI FI CATE
HOLDERS. |In order to receive paynent under section
256. 44, as enacted by this Act, a teacher who by July
1, 1998, meets the qualifications for an award under
section 256.44 shall apply to the departnent for
paynent under section 256.44 by June 30, 1999.

Sec. 59. CONTI NGENT APPROPRI ATI ON TAXABLE
VALUATI ON | NCREASE. For the fiscal year beginning




July 1, 1998, and ending June 30, 1999, if the actua
taxabl e valuation of real property located in this
state, based upon January 1, 1997, assessnents, which
is used in the conputation of property taxes payabl e
in the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1998, increases
fromthe estinmate of such taxable valuation, there is
appropriated fromthe general fund of the state the

| esser of $4,000,000 or the ampunt of the reduction in
state foundation aid under section 257.1 as a result
of such increase in taxable valuation to be used to
fund section 257.13, as enacted by this Act, and the
moneys shall be allocated as provided in section
257.13, subsection 2, as enacted by this Act.

Sec. 60. CONTI NGENT APPROPRI ATION PHASE |11
If the anmpunt appropriated in section 59 is |ess than
$4, 000,000 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1998,
and endi ng June 30, 1999, in addition to the
al l ocations provided for in section 294A. 25, there is
al l ocated fromthe noneys appropriated pursuant to
section 294A. 25, subsection 1, to the departnent of
education, from phase Il noneys, an anount equal to
the difference of $4,000,000 and t he anmpunt
appropriated in section 59 of this Act, for the fisca
year beginning July 1, 1998, and endi ng June 30, 1999,
to be used and allocated as specified in section 59 of
this Act.

Sec. 61. EFFECTIVE DATE. Section 45 of this Act,
bei ng deenmed of inmediate inportance, takes effect
upon enactnent for the purpose of conputations
required for paynent of state aid to school districts
for budget years beginning on or after July 1, 1998.
Section 45 of this Act remains in effect until the
repeal of chapter 257 on July 1, 2001."

#2. Title page, line 3, by striking the words
"retroactive applicability and" and inserting the
followi ng: "an".

#3. Title page, line 4, by striking the word
"provisions" and inserting the foll ow ng:

"provision".
#4. By renunbering as necessary.

COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATl ONS
M LLAGE of Scott, Chairperson
SF _2366. 537 77

kh/jw 28



