Senate Amendment 3367

Amendment Text
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Amend House File 334, as anended, passed, and
reprinted by the House, as foll ows:
#1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the

fol | owi ng:
"Section 1. | NTERI M POVERTY STUDY. The
| egi slative council is requested to authorize an

interimstudy to assess the inpact of poverty on

deci si onnaki ng, teaching, |earning systens, and on the
students in lowa's K-12 public schools, utilizing the
primary and secondary risk factors specified in 281

I AC 65(4-5) for identifying the at-risk popul ati on of
a school district or building. The study shall be
conducted under the |eadership of the chairpersons and
t he ranki ng nmenbers of the standing education
committees of the senate and house of representatives,
in collaboration with, and with the assistance and
support of, the departnment of education, the
departnment of human services, the departnent of
econom ¢ devel opnment, and ot her public and nonpublic
institutions and agencies deenmed appropriate by the
council. The council is further requested to provide
funds sufficient for administrative needs and to
contract for research and support staffing. The study
committee shall define the conditions of poverty,
estimate the nunber of dropouts and the number of
famlies and children living in poverty, identify the
|l ocal, state and federal subsidies provided for
students and their fanmlies living in poverty, conpare
the conditions in lowa with the conditions in other
states in the mdwest relating to poverty and the
states' responses to the conditions, and establish an
ongoi ng procedure to track the inpact of poverty on
education, health conditions, and the job market. The
study committee shall subnit its findings and
recomendations to the general assenbly by January 15,
1996.

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 257.50 TRANSPORTATI ON
ASS| STANCE Al D TO DI STRI CTS.

1. The departnent shall pay transportation
assistance aid to a school district fromfunds as
provided in this section to school districts whose
average transportation costs per pupil exceed the
state average transportati on costs per pupi
det erm ned under subsection 2 by one hundred percent.

2. Adistrict's average transportati on costs per
pupil shall be determ ned by dividing the district's
actual cost for all children transported in all schoo
buses for a school year pursuant to section 285.1,
subsection 12, |ess the anount received for
transporting nonpublic school pupils under section
285.1, by the district's actual enrollnent for the
school year, less the shared-tinme enrollnent for the
school year, as defined in section 257.6. The state
average transportation costs per pupil shall be
determ ned by dividing the total actual costs for al
children transported in all districts for a schoo
year, by the total of all districts' actua
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enrol I ments for the school year.

3. To be eligible for transportation assistance
aid, a school district shall annually certify its
actual cost for all children transported in all schoo
buses not later than July 31 after each school year on
forns prescribed by the departnment of education.

4. |If a school district's average transportation
costs per pupil exceed the state average
transportation costs per pupil by one hundred percent,
t he departnment of education shall pay transportation
assi stance aid equal to the anpbunt of the difference
multiplied by the district's actual enrollment for the
school year |ess the shared-tinme enrollnment for the
school year as defined in section 257.6.

5. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of
the state to the departnent of education, for each
fiscal year, an anpbunt necessary to pay transportation
assi stance aid pursuant to this section.
Transportation assistance aid is mscellaneous incone
for purposes of chapter 257.

6. |If the general assenbly creates an |owa
education transportation enhancenent fund in the
office of the treasurer of state, the departnent shal
pay transportation assistance aid to a school district
that nmeets the requirenments of this section from
nmoneys credited to the |l owa education transportation
enhancenent fund. |f noneys in the fund are
insufficient for purposes of this subsection, there is
appropriated fromthe general fund of the state to the
departnment of education, for each fiscal year, an
amount sufficient to pay the remaining transportation
assi stance aid necessary under this section.
Transportation assistance aid is mscellaneous incone

for purposes of chapter 257."

#2. Page 2, by inserting after line 28 the
fol | owi ng:

"Sec. ___. Section 285.3, Code 1995, is anended by
striking the section and inserting in |ieu thereof the
fol | owi ng:

285.3 PARENTAL REI MBURSEMENT FOR NONPUBLI C SCHOCL

STUDENT TRANSPORTATI ON

1. A parent or |egal guardian of a nonpublic
school student, who furnishes transportation to the
student pursuant to section 285.1, shall notify the
resi dent public school district that the child is
enroll ed and attendi ng an accredited nonpublic school.
In addition, the parent or |egal guardi an shal
provi de the name, age, and grade |evel of the student,
and the nane of the accredited nonpublic school and
its location. The resident district shall subnit
clains on behalf of a parent or |egal guardian of a
nonpubl i c school student by February 1 and July 15 of
each school year unless the parent or |egal guardian
fails to notify the district pursuant to this
subsecti on.

2. A parent or |egal guardian of a nonpublic
school student who furnishes transportation for the
child pursuant to section 285.1 is entitled to
rei mbursenment equal to an anount cal cul ated under the
provi sions of section 285.1, subsection 3. In
addi ti on, nonpublic school parents or |egal guardians
who transport one or nore famly nmenbers nore than
four mles to their accredited nonpublic schools of
attendance shall be entitled to one suppl emental
m | eage paynent per fanmily, per claimperiod, equal to
fifteen percent of the parental reinbursenent anount,
rounded to the nearest whole dollar, when cal cul at ed
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under the provisions of section 285.1, subsection 3."

Sec. ___. Section 257.50, subsection 5, as enacted
by this Act, is anended by striking the subsection
ef fective January 1, 1997.

Sec. ___. Section 257.50, subsection 6, as enacted
by this Act, takes effect January 1, 1997".

#3. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the
word "districts" the following: ", transportation
assistance aid to a school district, requesting an
interimpoverty study, and naking an appropriation”.
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