STATE
OF JOWA The Annals of Iowa

[OWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Volume 4 | Number 1 ( 1899) pps. 76-80

James H. Rothrock, James R. Scott, Charles E.
Garst

ISSN 0003-4827
Material in the public domain. No restrictions on use.

Recommended Citation
"James H. Rothrock, James R. Scott, Charles E. Garst." The Annals of Iowa 4 (1899), 76-80.
Available at: http://iruiowa.edu/annals-of-iowa/vol4/iss1/10

Hosted by Iowa Research Online


http://ir.uiowa.edu/annals-of-iowa/?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fannals-of-iowa%2Fvol4%2Fiss1%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ir.uiowa.edu/annals-of-iowa/?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fannals-of-iowa%2Fvol4%2Fiss1%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ir.uiowa.edu/annals-of-iowa?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fannals-of-iowa%2Fvol4%2Fiss1%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ir.uiowa.edu/annals-of-iowa/vol4?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fannals-of-iowa%2Fvol4%2Fiss1%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ir.uiowa.edu/annals-of-iowa/vol4/iss1?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fannals-of-iowa%2Fvol4%2Fiss1%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://ir.uiowa.edu/

1

!
76 1 ANNALS OF IOWA.
‘ :

NOTABLE DEATHS.
T

James H. RoTHROCK Was born at Milroy, Pennsylvania, June 1, 1829; he
died at his home in Cedar Rapids, Iowa,January 14,1899. The family moved
to Ohio in 1888, and settled upon a farm which, in reality was but n small
clearing in the woods. The country Had -been but newly opened up to set-
tlement, and the boy was only able to attend the common school during
the three winter months. When he had reaéhed the age of eighteen he at-
tended an Academy at New Richmond a short time, where he prepared to
enter the Franklin University at New Athens. Ashe was working his own
way in securing an education, he taught school during the vacations. But
he left the University during his Junior year, in 1852, and entered upon
the study of the law at West Union, Oﬁio. He was admitted to the bar by
the Supreme Court of the State, at C”olumbus, in 1854. He was chosen
prosecuting attorney for Highland county, and served one term. Coming
to Towa in 1860 he settled at Tipton, Cedar county, where he was elected to
the lower house of thelegislature in the autumn of 1861. The session
opened in the'Old Capitol in the following January. His service was such as
to give him a State reputation long before the session was over. Hon. Rush
Clark, the Speaker, was' compelled by ill health to retire some weeks pre-
vious to the end of the session, and Mf. Rothrock was chosen Speaker pro
tem. His prompt and correct decisim]‘l‘ls, his judicial impartiality, and his
courtesy and inborn kindness, made every acquaintance his personal friend.
He served in the extra session of that year, after which Gov. Kirkwood
tendered him the Colonelcy of the 35th' Infantry, which, because of his in-
experience in military affairs, he declined, like Theodore Roosevelt, to take
the next lower place. His regiment went to Vieksburg, where Col. Roth-
rock led it in the historic but most disastrous charge of May 22, winning
high credit for his skill and dashing blﬁavery. An attack of typhoid fever
incapacitated him for further service, and he came home to resume his law
practice in Tipton, as the partner of the late Judge W. P. Wolf. He was
chosen to the District Judgeship in 1866, where he served nine years, and
was then appointed to fill a vacancy on the Supreme Bench of the State,
from which he retired—declining another nomination—in 1896. He there-
fore served continunously as a Judge for thirty years. He won a reputation
as a soldier, statesman and jurist, seco?d to no Iowa man of his time. As
-one of the trustees of the State Historical Department, he took a deep and
abiding interest in its work, e‘speciall‘y favoring the publication of this
Magazine. He was married in'1855 to Miss A. L. Foote of Hillsborough,
Ohio, who died in Cedar Rapids, April 7, 1893. At this writing (March 9)
it is understood that his decease will be duly noticed by the Supreme Court,
and we hope hereafter to be able to present a more extended notice of his

life and public services. | i
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James R. Scorr was b!om at Catskill, New York, December 23, 1828; he

died at Dubuque, Iowa, January 22, 1899. Mr. Scott learned the trade of a
moulder, but came to Iowa in 1855, intending to enter a piece of land and
become a farmer. Reaching Dubuque, he walked out to Independence,
but found all the land in that region taken up. He retraced his steps to -
Dubuque, where he worked at his trade until 1857, when he became con-
nected with The Daily Herald. He was employed as a collector and sub-
scription agent and as commercial editor. It was in this last capacity that
he did his best work, bedoming widely known to the press and the business
interests of the State. He developed the rarest ability and tact in gather-
ing the news in regard to the prospects, movements and prices of the agri-
-cultural products of the State. The Historical Department of Towa owns
a measurably complete file of The Herald from 1847 until the present time,
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