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IOWA’S NOTABLE DEAD 157

DR. AUGUST ENGELBRECHT, educator, emeritus college president,
died at his home at Waverly, Iowa, June 5, 1949; born at Neider-
elsungen, Cassel, Germany; came to America in 1873 at the age of
eleven and settled at Towa City, with his mother, sister and broth-
ers, his father having died the same year; entered Warthurg
college at Mendota, Illinois, in 1875 and in 1875 enrolled at Wart-
burg Teachers Seminary which had just been opened in Waverly,
graduating in June 1882; entered teaching profession at Paducah,
Kentucky, and was later at Defiance, Ohio, where he met Maria
Deindoerfer, who became his wife September 27, 1886; began house-
keeping in Chicago where he was a parochial school teacher at
Trinity Lutheran church; removed to Waverly in 1900 where he
was called as a faculty member of Wartburg college, serving there
for forty-four years, being director for twenty-four years;
awarded the honorary LL.D. degree in 1948 by Wartburg college;
many years served as treasurer of the Iowa Synod and on the
Waverly city council from 1896 to 1909, and instrumental in secur-
ing the Lutheran Children’s home for Waverly; survived by three
sons and two daughters, three children dying in infancy and the
wife preceding him in death on December 31, 1941.

Ira W. JoNES, lawyer and legislator, died at his home in Clear
Lake, Iowa, June 7, 1949; born at Boston, Erie county, New York,
February 28, 1877, the son of Murray and Amelia Jones, with
whom he came to a farm rear Allison in Butler county, Iowa, at
three years of age, where he resided until 1899, when he entered
Iowa State college, graduating in the scientific course in 1903;
entered the law school at Drake university, graduating in 1905;
also received law degree from Yale university; located at Clear
Lake, where he has sincz practiced law; married Bertha Mont-
gomery in 1906; active in civic welfare; made a member of the
public library board in 1915 and became chairman in 1922, which
position he continued to hold until his death; a member of various
fraternal orders, and the Lions club, being a charter member of the
latter and served as district governor one year; was Republican
county chairman four years; represented his county in the Thirty
sixth and Thirty-seventh general assemblies, and a member of the
Congregational church; survived by his wife and a son, Dr. Law-
rence M. Jones, of Baltimore, Maryland, a daughter, Betty, pre-
ceding him in death in 1930.

BEN J. GIBSON, attorney general and legislator, died at Rochester,
Minnesota, July 8, 1949; born in Adams county, Iowa, Nove.mber
13, 1882; one of six children, his mother, Mrs. Virginia Gibson,
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