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E D I T O R I A L 7T

early history of Illinois for the Illinois Historical Society, and for other
publications. He was also connected with iiPHspapers of his father and
brothers for many years. For the past thirty years Mr. \Veber resided
in Clinton and Cedar Ra]>Íds. He was a scholarly gentleman and fre-
quently spoke Viefore clubs on tbe history of the early days in Illinois
and concerning many of the associates of Lincoln and Douglas whom
he had known as a boy and young m a n . ^ B . I . W.

A MOB Xonnis AI.HERSON was horn at Orange, Ashland County, Ohio,
September -I-, 1843, and died in Monrovia, Ciilifornia, August 17, 1931.
Burial was at Washington, Iowa. M'ben he was sixteen years old, his
father, James Alherson, advanced bim money so that he and a partner
bought 1,350 sheep and drove them to soutlietistern Iowa. The next
year he was owner and herder of 1,700 sheep, but disease destroyed the
flock and he returned to Ohio and took an apprenticeship as a plasterer.
In 1872 he returned to Iowa and located at Washington where f̂ or sev-
eral years he was a plasterer and building i/ontractor. In 1881 he en-
tered tbe grocery bu.siness, which he did not relinquish until be retired
from business in 1920. After 192ÍÍ be made bis home in California. He
was a member of the Washington School Board for fifteen years, was
a member of the Official Board of the Washington Methodist Epi.^copal
church for thirty-five years and was church chorister seventeen years.
Although a Democrat in a strong Republican county, he was elected
re])resentative in 1897, served in the Twenty seventh General Assembly,
and in 1899 was elected senator to fill tlie vacancy CiUised by tbe resig-
nation of D. J. Palmer who bad been appoinied railroiul oommissloner,
and served in the Twenty-eighth General Assembly. He was mayor of
Washington from 1901 to 1905, and again in 1921 to 1925- But the
public activity tbat likely appealed to him most was his service in the
Masonic order. He filled practically all the many positions in the locai
lodge, and all the important ones in the state i)odies, being grand master
in 1921-22. He was not only profieient in the work, but in his life he
exemplified the exalted doctrines of the order.

E. O. HEI^.AHON was horn in Mason City, Iowa, Xovcmlicr 7, 1872,
and died at Armstrong, Emmet County, March 22, 1933. He was with
his parents in tbeir removal in 1879 to a farm in Seneca Township,
Kossuth County. He attended public school in the country, took a
course in a business college, was a student two years in Iowa State
College, Ames, and taught school for two years. He was three years
with his brothers who were levee contractors along the Mississippi River
in Louisiana. In 1900 be located on a farm near Armstrong and in
1915 removed to the town of Armstrong. He held several township
offices, was secretary of Seneca Township School Board eight years, and
was a director of Armstrong Consolidated School District eleven years.
He was elected representative in 1927 to fill a vacancy during the ses-
sion of the Forty-second General Assembly, and was re-elected to the
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