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321.451 Emergency vehicles — certificate of designation.
1. The director or the director’s designee may designate a privately owned vehicle as an

authorized emergency vehicle and issue a certificate of designation for the vehicle, upon
written request being made on forms provided by the department and showing necessity for
the designation. A certificate of designation may be issued for the following privately owned
vehicles:
a. An ambulance or fire or rescue vehicle.
b. A state or county medical examiner vehicle.
c. A vehicle owned by a sheriff or full-time paid deputy sheriff if the authorized emergency

vehicle designation is requested by the sheriff.
d. A vehicle owned by a chief of police or any officer of the police department if the

authorized emergency vehicle designation is requested by the chief of police.
e. A vehicle owned by a chief of a full-time paid fire department if the authorized

emergency vehicle designation is requested by the chief of the fire department.
f. A towing or recovery vehicle, subject to rules adopted by the department.
2. The application for a certificate of designation must include the name of the owner of

the vehicle, vehicle identification information, a description of the vehicle’s equipment, and
a description of how the vehicle will be used as an authorized emergency vehicle.
3. The certificate of designation shall at all times be carried with the registration receipt

for the vehicle to which the certificate refers. The certificate may be revoked by the director
upon a showing of abuse.
[C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, §321.451]
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