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199—9.1(479,479B) General information.
9.1(1) Authority. The standards contained herein are prescribed by the Iowa utilities board pursuant
to the authority granted to the board in Iowa Code sections 479.29 and 479B.20, relating to land
restoration standards for pipelines. The requirements of this chapter do not apply to land located within
city boundaries, unless the land is used for agricultural purposes, or to interstate natural gas pipelines.
9.1(2) Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to establish standards for the restoration of agricultural
lands during and after pipeline construction. Agricultural lands disturbed by pipeline construction shall
be restored in compliance with these rules. The rules in this chapter shall constitute the minimum land
restoration standards for any pipeline construction for which a project-specific plan is not required. When
a project-specific land restoration plan is required, following notice and comment, the board may impose
additional or more stringent standards as necessary to address issues specific to the nature and location
of the particular pipeline project.
9.1(3) Definitions. The following words and terms, when used in these rules, shall have the meanings
indicated below:
a. “Agricultural land” shall mean:
(1) Land which is presently under cultivation, or
(2) Land which has previously been cultivated and not subsequently developed for nonagricultural
purposes, or
(3) Cleared land capable of being cultivated.
b. “Drainage structures” or “underground improvements” means any permanent structure used
for draining agricultural lands, including tile systems and buried terrace outlets.
c. “Landowner” means a person listed on the tax assessment rolls as responsible for the payment
of real estate taxes imposed on the property.
d. “Pipeline” means any pipe, pipes, or pipelines used for the transportation or transmission of
any solid, liquid, or gaseous substance, except water, in intrastate or interstate commerce.
e. “Pipeline company” means any person, firm, copartnership, association, corporation, or
syndicate engaged in or organized for the purpose of owning, operating, or controlling pipelines.
f.
“Pipeline construction” means a substantial disturbance to agricultural land associated with
installation, replacement, removal, operation or maintenance of a pipeline, but shall not include work
performed during an emergency. Emergency means a condition where there is clear and immediate
danger to life or health, or essential services, or a potentially significant loss of property. When the
emergency condition ends, pipeline construction will be in accordance with these rules.
g. “Proper notice” to the county inspector means that the pipeline company or its contractor
shall keep the person responsible for the inspection continually informed of the work schedule and any
schedule changes, and shall provide at least 24 hours’ written notice before trenching, permanent tile
repair, or backfilling is undertaken at any specific location. The pipeline company may request that the
county inspector designate a person to receive such notices.
h. “Soil conservation practices” means any land conservation practice recognized by federal or
state soil conservation agencies including, but not limited to, grasslands and grassed waterways, hay
land planting, pasture, and tree plantings.
i.
“Soil conservation structures” means any permanent structure recognized by federal or state
soil conservation agencies including but not limited to toe walls, drop inlets, grade control works,
terraces, levees, and farm ponds.
j.
“Till” means to loosen the soil in preparation for planting or seeding by plowing, chiseling,
discing, or similar means. For the purposes of this chapter, agricultural land planted using no-till planting
practices is also considered tilled.
k. “Topsoil” means the upper part of the soil which is the most favorable material for plant growth
and which can ordinarily be distinguished from subsoil by its higher organic content and darker color.

