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281—21.4(260C) Curriculum and evaluation.
21.4(1) College parallel.
a. This program shall offer courses that are the equivalent of the first two years of a baccalaureate
program and may also include: such courses as may be necessary to develop skills that are prerequisite
to other courses and objectives; and specialized courses required to provide career options within the
college parallel program. A follow-up of students terminating shall be conducted to determine how well
students have succeeded and which adjustments in the curriculum, if any, need to be made.
b. Courses of a remedial nature or prefreshman level shall not bear college transfer credit and shall
be clearly identified in the college catalog and on transcripts.
21.4(2) Vocational education. Instruction shall be offered in vocational education programs in no
less than five different occupational fields as defined by the state department of education. College
parallel courses may be offered as needed in career education programs. Instruction shall be offered
in vocational education programs, ensuring that they are competency based, contain all minimum
competencies required by the department of education, articulate with local school districts vocational
education programs, and comply with any applicable requirements in Iowa Code chapter 258. The
occupational fields in which instruction is offered shall be determined by merged area and geographical
area needs as identified by surveys in these areas. Occupational advisory committees may be used to
assist in developing and maintaining instructional content, including leadership development.
21.4(3) Adult education. Adult education shall be offered and may include adult basic education,
adult continuing and general education, college parallel, high school completion, supplementary and
preparatory career education programs, and other programs and experiences as may be required to meet
the needs of people in the merged area.
21.4(4) Programs for the handicapped. Surveys shall be conducted in each merged area to
determine the educational needs of persons who, due to academic, socioeconomic, or other handicaps,
are prevented from succeeding in regular educational programs. These surveys would then serve
as a basis for appropriate modifications in facilities, materials, and instructional arrangements. The
modifications would then make it possible for those whose abilities and interests warrant it to enroll
in such programs.
21.4(5) Community services. The community colleges shall provide a program of community
services designed to meet the needs of persons residing in the merged area. The purpose of the
community service program shall be to foster agricultural, business, cultural, industrial, recreational
and social development in the area.
21.4(6) Vocational education.
a. Each course offered in the area of vocational education shall be taught in the shortest practical
period of time at a standard consistent with the quality and quantity of work needed to prepare the student
for successful employment in the occupation for which instruction is being offered.
b. A full-time student in vocational education shall be defined as one who is taking 12 or more
credit hours or the equivalent in vocational education.
c. Curricula in full-time vocational education programs shall ordinarily be offered on the basis of
a workload of 20 to 30 contact hours per week.

