441—75.50(249A) Eligibility factors specific to child. A child must meet the requirements of this rule to be eligible for FMAP or the coverage groups specified in subrules 75.3(6), 75.3(7), and 75.3(14).
    75.50(1) Age and school attendance. Medicaid will be available to a child under the age of 18 without regard to school attendance.
    a.  The effect of age on the child’s eligibility will be determined pursuant to rule 441—75.52(249A).
    b.  Medicaid will also be available to a child aged 18 years who is a full-time student in a secondary school, or in the equivalent level of vocational or technical training, and who is reasonably expected to complete the program before reaching the age of 19 if the following criteria are met:
    (1)  A child will be considered attending school full-time when enrolled or accepted in a full-time (as certified by the school or institute attended) elementary, secondary or the equivalent level of vocational or technical school or training leading to a certificate or diploma. Correspondence school is not an allowable program of study.
    (2)  A child will also be considered to be in regular attendance in months when the child is not attending because of an official school or training program vacation, illness, convalescence, or family emergency. A child meets the definition of regular school attendance until the child has been officially dropped from the school rolls.
    (3)  When a child’s education is temporarily interrupted pending adjustment of an education or training program, exemption will be continued for a reasonable period of time to complete the adjustment.
    75.50(2) Residing with a parent or other caretaker. The child shall be living in the home of a parent or other caretaker as defined in rule 441—75.1(249A). The parent or other caretaker must meet the requirements of rule 441—75.51(249A).
    a.  When the mother intends to place her child for adoption shortly after birth, the child will be considered as living with the mother until the time custody is actually relinquished.
    b.  Living with a parent or other caretaker implies the existence of a relationship involving an accepted responsibility on the part of the caretaker for the primary care of the child. A non-parental caretaker must attest to having primary responsibility for the child’s care pursuant to paragraph 75.51(2)“b.”
    c.  A child can receive Medicaid in one household only. In a joint custody situation, when a child lives in the home of one parent or other caretaker some of the time and also lives in the separate home of the other parent or another caretaker, who the child will be considered to be living with is determined as follows:
    (1)  As specified in a court order or binding separation, divorce or custody agreement, or,
    (2)  If there is no such order, the parent or other caretaker with whom the child spends most nights will be considered the custodial parent or other caretaker. When a child spends equal amounts of time in the home of each parent and both parents apply for Medicaid for the child, the parents must decide which parent will continue with the application. Likewise, when a child spends equal amounts of time in the home of a parent and the home of another caretaker, the parent or other caretaker must decide which caretaker will continue with the application. If the parents, or the parent and other caretaker, cannot reach a decision, the department will make the determination based on the totality of the available information.
    d.  Upon the determination that a child is living with a parent or other caretaker, the Medicaid household size for each applicant or member is determined according to rule 441—75.72(249A) for the purpose of determining eligibility.
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