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261—64.4(80GA,HF677) Benefits.   The following benefits may be available to an approved business.
The amount of the benefits will be negotiated by the department with the approved business and reflected
in the executed agreement.

64.4(1) Sales, services, and use tax refund. Pursuant to Iowa Code section 15.331A, the approved
business shall be entitled to a refund of the sales and use taxes paid under IowaCode chapters 422 and 423
for gas, electricity, water, or sewer utility services, goods, wares, or merchandise, or on services rendered,
furnished or performed to or for a contractor or subcontractor and used in the fulfillment of a written
contract relating to the construction or equipping of a facility being built, expanded, or rehabilitated as
part of the project. Taxes attributable to intangible property and furniture and furnishings shall not be
refunded.

To receive a refund of sales, services, and use taxes paid to contractors or subcontractors, the
approved business must, within one year after project completion, make an application to the Iowa
department of revenue.

64.4(2) Research activities credit. Pursuant to Iowa Code section 15.335, the approved business
shall be entitled to a research activities credit. This tax credit shall be allowed against taxes imposed
under Iowa Code chapter 422, division II (personal) or division III (corporate). This incentive is a tax
credit for increasing research activities in this state during the period the business is participating in
the program. This credit may equal up to 6½ percent of the state’s apportioned share of the qualifying
expenditures for increasing research activities. The state’s apportioned share of the qualifying
expenditures for increasing research activities is a percent equal to the ratio of qualified research
expenditures in this state to total qualified research expenditures. This credit is in addition to the credit
authorized in Iowa Code sections 422.10 and 422.33, subsection 5. If the business is a partnership, S
corporation, limited liability company, or an estate or trust electing to have the income taxed directly
to the individual, an individual may claim the tax credit allowed. Any tax credit in excess of the tax
liability shall be refunded to the approved business with interest computed under Iowa Code section
422.25. This tax credit may be used by another business with which the approved business is affiliated
and with which the approved business files state income tax returns on a consolidated basis. In lieu of
claiming a refund, the approved business may elect to have the overpayment credited to its tax liability
for the following year.

64.4(3) Investment tax credit or insurance premium tax credit.
a. Investment tax credit. An approved business may claim a tax credit equal to a percentage of

the new capital investment directly related to the approved project. The percentage shall be equal to
the amount provided in paragraph “c.” Any credit in excess of the tax liability for the tax year may be
credited to the tax liability for the following seven years or until depleted, whichever occurs first.

The tax credit shall be allowed against taxes imposed under Iowa Code chapter 422, division II
(personal), division III (corporate), or division V (franchise). This tax credit may be used by another
business with which the approved business is affiliated and with which the approved business files state
income tax returns on a consolidated basis. If the business is a partnership, S corporation, limited liability
company, cooperative organized under Iowa Code chapter 501 and filing as a partnership for federal tax
purposes, or an estate or trust electing to have the income taxed directly to the individual, an individual
may claim the tax credit allowed. The amount claimed by the individual shall be based upon the pro
rata share of the individual’s earnings from the partnership, S corporation, limited liability company,
cooperative organized under Iowa Code chapter 501 and filing as a partnership for federal tax purposes,
or estate or trust.

The approved business may not claim an investment tax credit for a capital investment above the
amount stated in the agreement described in subrule 64.5(1). An approved business may instead, prior
to project completion, seek to amend the contract, allowing the business to receive an investment tax
credit for additional capital expenditures.

b. Insurance premium tax credits. An approved business may claim a tax credit equal to a
percentage of the new capital investment directly related to the start-up, location, or expansion of
an approved business under the program. The percentage shall be equal to the amount provided in
paragraph “c.” The tax credit shall be allowed against taxes imposed in Iowa Code chapter 432.
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Any credit in excess of the tax liability for the tax year may be credited to the tax liability for the
following seven years or until depleted, whichever occurs first. The approved business may not claim
an insurance premium tax credit for a capital investment above the amount stated in the agreement
described in subrule 64.5(1). An approved business may instead, prior to project completion, seek to
amend the contract, allowing the business to receive an insurance premium tax credit for additional
capital expenditures.

c. Tax credit percentage. The amount of tax credit claimed under this subrule shall be determined
as follows:

(1) If the department determines, based on the application of the approved business, that
high-quality jobs are not created but economic activity within the state is advanced, the approved
business may claim a tax credit of up to 1 percent of the amount of new capital investment, as described
in the agreement.

(2) If the department determines, based on the application of the approved business, that one to
five high-quality jobs are created, the approved business may claim a tax credit of up to 2 percent of the
amount of new capital investment, as described in the agreement.

(3) If the department determines, based on the application of the approved business, that six to ten
high-quality jobs are created, the approved business may claim a tax credit of up to 3 percent of the
amount of new capital investment, as described in the agreement.

(4) If the department determines, based on the application of the approved business, that 11 to 15
high-quality jobs are created, the approved business may claim a tax credit of up to 4 percent of the
amount of new capital investment, as described in the agreement.

(5) If the department determines, based on the application of the approved business, that 16 or
more high-quality jobs are created, the approved business may claim a tax credit of up to 5 percent of
the amount of new capital investment, as described in the agreement.

64.4(4) Investment tax credit refunds. Subject to prior approval by the department, in consultation
with the Iowa department of revenue, an approved business whose project primarily involves the
production of value-added agricultural products or uses biotechnology-related processes may elect to
apply for a refund of all or a portion of an unused tax credit. For purposes of this subrule, an approved
business includes a cooperative described in Section 521 of the Internal Revenue Code whose project
primarily involves the production of ethanol. The refund may be used against a tax liability imposed
under Iowa Code chapter 422, division II (personal), division III (corporate), or division V (franchise).
To apply to receive a refund of all or a portion of an unused investment tax credit, the following
procedures apply:

a. Department approval required. The department will determine whether an approved
business’s project primarily involves the production of value-added agricultural products or uses
biotechnology-related processes.

b. How to apply for tax credit certificate. The business shall apply for a tax credit certificate using
the form provided by the department. Requests for tax credit certificates will be accepted between May
1 and May 15 of each fiscal year. Only those approved businesses that have completed projects before
the May 1 filing date may apply for a tax credit certificate. For a cooperative described in Section 521
of the Internal Revenue Code, the department shall require the cooperative to submit a list of members
whom the cooperative wishes to receive a tax credit certificate for their prorated share of ownership.
The cooperative shall submit its list in a computerized electronic format that is compatible with the
system used or designated by the department. The computerized list shall, at a minimum, include the
name, address, social security number or taxpayer identification number, business telephone number and
ownership percentage, carried out to six decimal places, of each cooperative member approved for a tax
credit certificate. The cooperative shall also submit a total dollar amount of the unused investment tax
credit for which the cooperative’s members are requesting a tax credit certificate.

c. Application processing. The department will make public by June 1 of each fiscal year the total
number of requests for tax credit certificates and the total dollar amount of requested tax credit certificates
that have been submitted. The department will issue tax credit certificates within a reasonable period of
time following the June 1 announcement.
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d. Issuance of tax credit certificates. The department shall not issue tax credit certificates to
approved businesses in the new capital investment program, the new jobs and income program, and
the enterprise zone program which total more than $4 million during a fiscal year. If the department
receives applications for tax credit certificates in excess of $4 million, the applicants shall receive
certificates for a prorated amount. In such a case, the tax credit requested by an approved business
will be prorated based upon the total dollar amount of requested tax credit certificates received during
the fiscal year. This proportion will be applied to the amount requested by each approved business to
determine the amount of the tax credit certificate that will be distributed to each business for the fiscal
year. For example, if an approved business submits a request in the amount of $1 million and the total
amount of requested tax credit certificates equals $8 million, the business will be issued a tax credit
certificate in the amount of $500,000.

$4 million
$8 million

= 50% × $1 million = $500,000

e. When claimed. Tax credit certificates shall not be valid until the tax year following the date of
project completion. The tax credit certificates shall not be transferred except in the case of a cooperative
as described in Section 521 of the Internal Revenue Code whose approved project primarily involves the
production of ethanol. For such cooperative, the individual members of the cooperative are approved
to receive the tax credit certificates. The approved business may not claim a tax credit refund unless
a tax credit certificate issued by the department is attached to the taxpayer’s tax return for the tax year
in which the tax credit refund is claimed. Any unused investment tax credit in excess of the amount of
the tax credit certificate issued by the department may be carried forward for up to seven years after the
qualifying asset is placed in service or until the tax credit is depleted, whichever occurs first.

f. Carryforward. An approved business may apply for a tax credit certificate once each year for
up to seven years after the qualifying asset is placed in service or until the approved business’s unused
investment tax credit is depleted, whichever occurs first. For example, an approved business which
completes a project in October 2004 and has an investment tax credit of $1 million may apply for a
tax credit certificate in May 2005. If, because of the proration of the $4 million of available refundable
credits for the fiscal year, the business is awarded a tax credit certificate in the amount of $300,000, the
business may claim the $300,000 refund and carry forward the unused investment tax credit of $700,000
up to seven years or until the credit is depleted, whichever occurs first.


