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761—400.16(321) Application for certificate of title or original registration for a specially
constructed or reconstructed vehicle.
400.16(1) Definitions applicable to this rule.
a. “Ownership document for the vehicle” means the certificate of title, the manufacturer’s
certificate of origin, the junking certificate, or other evidence of ownership acceptable to the department.
b. “Ownership documents for essential parts” means bills of sale for all essential parts used
to construct or reconstruct the vehicle. Each bill of sale shall contain a description of the part, the
manufacturer’s identification number of the part, if any, and the name, address, and telephone number
of the seller.
400.16(2) Procedures. This subrule describes the procedures for obtaining department approval
to title and register a specially constructed or reconstructed vehicle. The procedures described are in
addition to the regular procedures for titling and registering a vehicle.
a. The applicant shall apply to the county treasurer for a certificate of title and registration. The
county treasurer, upon receiving an application that indicates the vehicle is a specially constructed or
reconstructed vehicle, shall forward the application to a motor vehicle investigator of the department.
b. The investigator shall contact the applicant in person or by telephone and schedule a time and
place for an examination of the vehicle and the ownership documents. The applicant, when appearing
with the vehicle for the examination, shall submit to the investigator the ownership document for the
vehicle, the ownership documents for essential parts, and a weigh ticket indicating the weight of the
vehicle. However, a weigh ticket is not required for motorcycles, trucks, truck tractors, road tractors or
trailer-type vehicles.
c. If the investigator determines that the vehicle complies with 761—Chapter 450, that the integral
parts and components have been identified as to ownership, and that the application has been completed
properly:
(1) The investigator shall approve the application, affix to the vehicle an assigned vehicle
identification number, and return the application and ownership documents to the applicant. The
investigator shall also give to the applicant an assigned vehicle identification number (VIN) form that
the applicant shall submit with the application to the county treasurer.
(2) If the vehicle is a passenger-type motor vehicle, the department shall determine its weight and
value. The vehicle weight shall be fixed at the next even 100 pounds above the actual weight of the
vehicle fully equipped, as provided in Iowa Code section 321.162. The weight and value shall constitute
the basis for determining the annual registration fee under Iowa Code section 321.109, except as provided
in Iowa Code section 321.113.
(3) The applicant shall then submit the approved application, ownership document for the vehicle,
and VIN form to the county treasurer and continue with the regular title and registration process.
400.16(3) Disapproval. If the department determines that the vehicle does not comply with
761—Chapter 450, that the integral parts or components have not been identified as to ownership, or
that the application has not been completed properly, then the department shall not approve the vehicle
for titling and registration.
400.16(4) Model year. The model year of a specially constructed or reconstructed vehicle is the year
the vehicle is approved by the department as a specially constructed or reconstructed vehicle.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.20, 321.23, 321.24, 321.52, 321.109 and
321.162.

