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701—305.4(422) Optional designations of funds by taxpayer.
305.4(1) Iowa fish and game protection fund.
a. A taxpayer filing an individual income tax return may designate a checkoff of $1 or more to

be donated to the Iowa fish and game protection fund. If the overpayment shown on the return or the
payment remitted with the return is insufficient to pay the amount designated to the Iowa fish and game
protection fund, the amount credited to the fund will be reduced accordingly. The designation to the
fund is irrevocable and cannot be made on an amended return.

EXAMPLE A: Overpayment as shown on the return is $50. $25 is designated to the fund. Due to an
error on the return, only $20 is an overpayment. The taxpayer would not receive any refund, and all $20
of the overpayment would be credited to the fund.

EXAMPLE B: Overpayment as shown on the return is $50. $25 is designated to the fund. Due to an
error on the return, no overpayment occurred, but instead the taxpayer owes $20. No money would be
credited to the fund.

EXAMPLE C: Amount shown due on the return is $30. $20 is designated to the fund. A $50 payment
was made with the return. Due to an error on the return, the taxpayer owes $40. Only $10 would be
credited to the fund.

b. A designation to the Iowa fish and game protection fund may be allowed only after the
taxpayer’s obligations to the department of revenue, the child support recovery unit of the department of
human services, the foster care recovery unit of the department of human services, the college student
aid commission, the office of investigations of the department of human services, the district courts,
and other state agencies are satisfied.

c. On or before January 31 of the year following each year in which returns with the Iowa fish and
game protection fund checkoff are due, the department of revenue shall certify the amount designated to
the Iowa fish and game protection fund and report this amount to the state treasurer.

305.4(2) State fair foundation fund checkoff.
a. A taxpayer filing an individual income tax return may designate a checkoff of $1 or more to be

donated to the foundation fund of the Iowa state fair foundation. If the overpayment shown on the return
or the payment remitted with the return is insufficient to pay the amount designated to the foundation
fund, the amount credited to the foundation fund will be reduced accordingly. The designation to the
foundation fund is irrevocable and cannot be made on an amended return.

b. A designation to the Iowa state fair foundation fund may be allowed only after the taxpayer’s
obligations to the department of revenue, the child support recovery unit of the department of human
services, the foster care recovery unit of the department of human services, the college student aid
commission, the office of investigations of the department of human services, the district courts, other
state agencies, and the Iowa fish and game protection fund checkoff are satisfied.

c. On or before January 31 of the year following each year in which returns with the Iowa state fair
foundation fund checkoff are due, the department of revenue shall transfer the total amount designated
to the Iowa state fair foundation fund.

305.4(3) Child abuse prevention program fund checkoff.
a. A taxpayer filing an individual income tax return may designate a checkoff of $1 or more to

be donated to the child abuse prevention program fund. If the overpayment shown on the return or the
payment remitted with the return is insufficient to pay the amount designated by the taxpayer to the child
abuse prevention program fund, the amount credited to the child abuse prevention program fund will
be reduced accordingly. The designation to the child abuse prevention program fund is irrevocable and
cannot be made on an amended return.

b. A designation to the child abuse prevention program fund may be allowed only after the
taxpayer’s obligations to the department of revenue, the child support recovery unit of the department of
human services, the foster care recovery unit of the department of human services, the college student
aid commission, the office of investigations of the department of human services, the district courts,
other state agencies, the Iowa fish and game protection fund checkoff, and the state fair foundation fund
checkoff are satisfied.
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c. On or before January 31 of the year following each year in which returns with the child abuse
prevention program fund checkoff are due, the department of revenue shall transfer the total amount
designated to the child abuse prevention program fund.

305.4(4) Joint veterans trust fund and volunteer fire fighter preparedness fund checkoff.
a. A taxpayer filing an individual income tax return may designate a checkoff of $1 or more to be

donated jointly to the veterans trust fund and volunteer fire fighter preparedness fund. If the overpayment
shown on the return or the payment remitted with the return is insufficient to pay the amount designated
by the taxpayer to the veterans trust fund and volunteer fire fighter preparedness fund, the amount credited
to the veterans trust fund and volunteer fire fighter preparedness fund will be reduced accordingly. The
designation to the veterans trust fund and volunteer fire fighter preparedness fund is irrevocable and
cannot be made on an amended return.

b. A designation to the veterans trust fund and volunteer fire fighter preparedness fund checkoff
may be allowed only after the taxpayer’s obligations to the department of revenue, the child support
recovery unit of the department of human services, the foster care recovery unit of the department
of human services, the college student aid commission, the office of investigations of the department
of human services, the district courts, other state agencies, the Iowa fish and game protection fund
checkoff, the state fair foundation fund checkoff, and the child abuse prevention program fund checkoff
are satisfied.

c. On or before January 31 of the year following each year in which returns with the veterans
trust fund and volunteer fire fighter preparedness fund checkoff are due, the department of revenue shall
transfer one-half of the total amount designated to the veterans trust fund and the remaining one-half to
the volunteer fire fighter preparedness fund.

305.4(5) Limitation of checkoffs on the individual income tax return.
a. Only four checkoffs may be included on the individual income tax return for a given tax year.

For tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2017, if the same four checkoffs have been listed on the
individual income tax return for two consecutive years, the two checkoffs that, in the aggregate, have
received the lowest contribution amounts are repealed effective December 31 after the end of the second
tax year and will be removed from the individual income tax return. To determine contribution amounts,
the department will consider the contributions made to each fund for the first tax year and contributions
made to each fund up to and including March 15 after the end of the second tax year. The department
will notify the Iowa Code editor of the checkoffs that are repealed under this paragraph by July 1 after
the end of the second tax year.

EXAMPLE: Checkoffs A, B, C, and D are included on the individual income tax return for tax years
2021 and 2022. Taxpayers will begin filing their 2021 tax returns in January 2022. To determine which
two checkoffs received the lowest contribution amounts, the department will review the contributions
received in the period January 1, 2022, through March 15, 2023 (March 15 after the end of the second
tax year).

b. If the general assembly, in the same legislative session, enacts more checkoffs than may be
included on the individual income tax form, only the earliest enacted checkoffs will be listed on the
form. The department will determine which enacted checkoffs will be included on the form pursuant
to Iowa Code section 3.7. If it is indeterminable which checkoffs were first enacted under Iowa Code
section 3.7, the director of revenue shall determine the checkoffs that will be included on the individual
income tax form. The department will notify the Iowa Code editor of any checkoffs that must be repealed
under this paragraph by September 1 of any applicable year.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 422.12D, 422.12E, 422.12H, 422.12K and
422.12L; 2016 Iowa Acts, House File 2459; 2017 Iowa Acts, House File 242; 2019 Iowa Acts, House
File 779; and 2021 Iowa Acts, Senate File 619.
[ARC 9103B, IAB 9/22/10, effective 10/27/10; ARC 9876B, IAB 11/30/11, effective 1/4/12; ARC 0337C, IAB 9/19/12, effective
10/24/12; ARC 1665C, IAB 10/15/14, effective 11/19/14; ARC 3527C, IAB 12/20/17, effective 1/24/18; ARC 6148C, IAB 1/12/22,
effective 2/16/22; Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/2/22]
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