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701—219.2(423) Contractors—consumers of building materials, supplies, and equipment by
statute. Iowa Code section 423.2(1)“b” provides that sales of building materials, supplies and
equipment to owners, contractors, subcontractors or builders for the erection of buildings or the
alteration, repair or improvement of real property are retail sales in whatever quantity sold. This means
that a contractor, subcontractor, or builder cannot claim an exemption for resale when purchasing
building materials or supplies even if the contractor, subcontractor, or builder later separately itemizes
material and labor charges for construction contracts. Building materials and supplies would generally
consist of items which are incorporated into real property, lose their identity as tangible personal
property and cannot be removed without altering the realty, or which are consumed by the contractor
during the performance of the construction contract. See subrules 219.3(1), 219.3(2) and 219.3(3).
Building equipment would ordinarily consist of machinery and tools. See subrule 219.3(4). The fact
that a contractor, subcontractor or builder holds an Iowa retail sales tax permit and has a tax number
does not entitle that person to purchase building materials, supplies and equipment without paying sales
tax to the vendor. See rules 701—219.3(423) and 701—219.4(423).

When bidding on a contract, a contractor (general, special or subcontractor) should anticipate that
sales or use taxes will increase the cost of materials by the tax unless the sponsor is a designated exempt
entity. The necessary allowance should be made in figuring the bid inasmuch as the contractor will be
held responsible for paying the tax on building supplies, materials and equipment. The tax should not
be identified as a separate item in the formal bid since the contractor cannot charge sales tax.
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