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321—29.1(231B) Definitions.
“Assessment” means the administration of a standardized tool, recognized by the department and

administered by a health care professional, to determine appropriate admission qualifications and develop
a service plan.

“Assistance”means aid to a tenant who self-directs or participates in a task or activity or who retains
the mental or physical ability, or both, to participate in a task or activity. Cueing of the tenant regarding
a particular task or activity shall not be construed to mean the tenant has not participated in the task or
activity.

“Committee” means a resident advocate committee established by 321—Chapter 9.
“Condition” means a provision attached to a new or existing certification that limits or restricts the

scope of the certification or imposes additional requirements on the certificate holder.
“Convenience services” means hotel-type services and may include meals, transportation, laundry

and housekeeping provided for the convenience of a tenant.
“Department” means the department of elder affairs or the department’s designee.
“DIA” means the department of inspections and appeals.
“EGH” means an elder group home.
“Elder” means a person 60 years of age or older.
“Elder group home” means a single-family residence that is operated by a person who is providing

room, board, and personal care to three to five elders who are not related to the person providing the
service within the third degree of consanguinity or affinity.

“Health care professional” means a physician, physician assistant, registered nurse or advanced
registered nurse practitioner licensed through the department of public health.

“Homelike” means an environment that promotes the dignity, security and comfort of tenants
through the provision of personalized care and services to encourage independence, choice and decision
making by the tenants.

“Household occupant” means a homeowner, a member of the homeowner’s family, a tenant, an
operator, a member of the operator’s family, an on-site manager or a member of the on-site manager’s
family.

“Legal representative” means a person appointed by the court to act on behalf of the tenant, or a
person acting pursuant to a power of attorney.

“Nurse-delegated assistance” means those delegated tasks or activities for which a professional
nurse has assumed responsibility for assessing, planning, implementing, or evaluating, and for which
the nurse remains legally accountable.

“Occupancy agreement” means a written contract entered into between an EGH and a tenant that
clearly describes the rights and responsibilities of the EGH and the tenant and other information required
by rule or statute. The occupancy agreement may include a separate signed lease and signed service
agreement.

“On-site manager”means the person on duty responsible for direct supervision or provision of tenant
care. The “on-site manager” may be any household occupant over 18 years of age, except a tenant, who
is qualified to perform the necessary duties.

“Operator” means the person who takes responsibility for all care and ensures that appropriate
staffing is provided to tenants on a 24 hours per day, seven days per week basis.

“Part-time or intermittent health-related care” means licensed nursing services and professional
therapies, in combination with nurse-delegated assistance, which are provided to a participant not to
exceed a total of three hours per day.

“Person” has the same meaning as that defined in Iowa Code section 4.1(20).
“Personal care” means services that may include bathing, personal hygiene, dressing, grooming,

and supervision of self-administered medications. However, “personal care” does not include the
administration of medications or the services of a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse.

“Personal care provider” means an individual who, in return for remuneration, assists with the
essential activities of daily living which the recipient can perform personally only with difficulty.
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“Program” shall have one of the following meanings, determined by the context of the particular
rule under consideration:

1. A person. Unless otherwise provided by law, “person” means individual, corporation, limited
liability company, government or governmental subdivision or agency, business trust, estate, trust,
partnership or association, or any other legal entity.

2. A physical facility, structure or building utilized as an elder group home.
3. Services provided to persons eligible for an elder group home as defined in this chapter.
“Qualified professional” means a facility plant engineer familiar with the type of program being

provided, or a licensed plumbing, heating, cooling or electrical contractor who furnishes regular service
to such equipment.

“Routine” means regular, customary or not occasional or intermittent.
“Self-administration” means a tenant’s taking personal responsibility for all medication needs,

including ordering, refilling, remembering dosing schedule, and self-administering medications.
“Service plan” means the written description of a tenant’s needs and capabilities, including by

whom, when and how often care and services will be provided.
“Supervision of self-administered medications” means the verbal reminder or guidance in

the identification of the medication and the times and manner of administration. “Supervision of
self-administered medications” includes activities such as routine prompting or reminding, opening of
containers or packaging at the direction of the tenant, and reading instructions or other label information
in order for a tenant to self-administer a medication. “Supervision of self-administered medications”
does not include the placing of the medication internally or externally on the tenant’s body. Supervision
of self-administration shall comply with rule 321—29.9(231B).

“Tenant”means any person who is receiving room, board, personal care or convenience services for
payment of fees in an EGH on a 24 hours per day, seven days per week basis.

“Usable floor space” means open floor space that is not under fixtures, furniture or other barriers
and is available for walking or using a wheelchair.

“Waiver” means action taken by DIA which suspends in whole or in part the requirements
or provisions of a rule as applied to an identified tenant on the basis of that tenant’s particular
circumstances.


