
481—780.2(148C) Requirements for licensure. 
780.2(1) The following criteria shall apply to licensure:
a. An applicant shall complete a board-approved application packet. Application forms may be 

obtained from the board’s website (www.idph.state.ia.us/licensure) or directly from the board office. All 
applications shall be sent to the Board of Physician Assistants, Professional Licensure Division, Iowa 
Department of Inspections, Appeals, and Licensing, 6200 Park Avenue, Suite 100, Des Moines, Iowa 
50321-1270.

b. An applicant shall complete the application form according to the instructions contained in the 
application.

c. Each application shall be accompanied by the appropriate fees payable by check or money order to 
the Iowa Board of Physician Assistants. The fees are nonrefundable.

d. Each applicant shall provide official copies of academic transcripts that have been sent to the 
board directly from an approved program for the education of physician assistants. Exception: An 
applicant who is not a graduate of an approved program but who passed the NCCPA initial certification 
examination prior to 1986 is exempt from the graduation requirement.

e. An applicant shall provide a copy of the initial certification from NCCPA, or its successor agency, 
sent directly to the board from the NCCPA, or its successor agency.

f. Prior to beginning practice, the physician assistant shall notify the board of the identity of the 
supervising physician(s) on the board-approved form.

g. In lieu of paragraphs “d” and “e,” an applicant for licensure may provide documentation from the 
Federation Credentials Verification Service (FCVS) of the Federation of State Medical Boards as primary 
source verification for identity, education and national certification information.

780.2(2) Licensees who were issued their licenses within six months prior to the renewal date shall 
not be required to renew their licenses until the renewal date two years later.

780.2(3) Incomplete applications that have been on file in the board office for more than two years 
shall be:

a. Considered invalid and shall be destroyed; or
b. Maintained upon written request of the candidate.
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