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821—2.17(48A) Voter registration forms produced by electronic poll books. “Electronic poll
book,” “epollbook,” “e-poll book,” or “electronic register” means hardware and software components
used to verify and process voting activity and changes in voter registration and to check in voters. This
definition includes e-poll books in use in the commissioner’s office. However, this definition does not
apply to the [-VOTERS statewide voter registration database.

2.17(1) At the discretion of the commissioner, an electronic poll book may be used to produce an
alternate registration form. The alternate registration form may be completed by the voter, an election
official, or an individual offering assistance at the direction and in the presence of the voter.

2.17(2) The electronic poll book shall print the alternate registration form, and the registrant shall
sign the registration form produced by the electronic poll book. A signature or marking made in
accordance with Towa Code section 39.3(17) shall be accepted. The use of an electronic signature is
not permitted.

2.17(3) Pursuant to Iowa Code section 48A.11, the form shall contain spaces for all the required
and optional information solicited by the standard form, a list of the qualifications to register to vote, a
statement to be signed by the applicant that the applicant is eligible to register to vote, and a statement
of the penalty for submission of a false voter registration form.

2.17(4) If thermal receipt paper is used to print the alternate registration form, the commissioner
shall endeavor to store the printed forms in a dark room with limited exposure to ultraviolet (UV) light,
relative humidity between 45 percent and 65 percent, and temperature below 77 degrees Fahrenheit to
assure preservation. The commissioner shall store an unaltered version of the completed registration
application, including the applicant’s signature, as an electronic document. The electronic version of
the registration application shall be uploaded and attached to the voter’s electronic record stored in the
statewide voter registration database within 60 days of completion. The electronic document shall be
kept for the retention period prescribed by Iowa Code section 48A.32. Once the alternate registration
form is stored electronically, the original thermal paper document may be destroyed in accordance with
Iowa Code section 48A.35.

2.17(5) If paper at least as thick as 20-pound xerographic paper is used to print the alternate
registration form, the commissioner shall retain the form in accordance with lowa Code sections 48A.32
and 48A.35.

2.17(6) All other types of paper shall require the approval of the commission prior to use.
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