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265—29.5 (16) Eligible uses.
29.5(1) Forgivable loans. Local government participants may make forgivable loans, pursuant to

the conditions set forth in rule 265—29.7(16), to eligible residents for the following eligible uses:
a. Down payment assistance. An eligible resident whose disaster-affected home was destroyed

or damaged beyond reasonable repair may be provided down payment assistance for the purchase of
replacement housing located within the local government participant’s jurisdiction and, if necessary, for
the cost of making reasonable repairs to the home being purchased to make it safe, decent, and habitable.
The amount of down payment assistance available to an eligible resident shall generally not exceed 25
percent of the purchase price of the home being purchased and, in no event, shall the down payment
assistance and any amount allowed for repairs collectively exceed $50,000.

(1) For purposes of calculating the amount of down payment assistance available to the eligible
resident, the amount of the down payment assistance shall be reduced by the amount of any disaster
compensation received by the eligible resident in excess of any amount necessary to pay off a mortgage
or real estate purchase contract on the disaster-affected home.

(2) As a condition of receiving down payment assistance, the eligible resident shall agree that any
disaster compensation received subsequent to the closing of the forgivable loan, if not applied toward
repayment of a mortgage on the disaster-affected home, shall be used by the eligible resident to pay
down the balance of the forgivable loan outstanding at the time the eligible resident receives such disaster
compensation.

(3) Down payment assistance shall be allowed only for the purchase of a primary residence by
means of a fully amortized mortgage loan from a regulated lender featuring a rate of interest that is fixed
for at least 5 years and that has a term not to exceed 30 years.

(4) Eligible residents who receive down payment assistance under this subrule may also receive the
assistance available under subrule 29.5(2), but not the assistance available under paragraph 29.5(1)“b.”

(5) An eligible resident shall not use the assistance allowed under this subrule for the purchase of
more than one home.

b. Housing repair or rehabilitation. An eligible resident whose disaster-affected home is not
proposed, or located in an area proposed, by a municipality or county to the Iowa homeland security and
emergency management division for property acquisition under the hazard mitigation grant program set
forth in Iowa Code chapter 29C (or under any other comparable program implemented in whole or in
part to assist in recovery from the natural disasters of 2008) may receive financial assistance to pay for
eligible repair expenses up to an amount not to exceed the lesser of $50,000 or 60 percent of the latest
available assessed value of the disaster-affected home, not including the assessed value of the land on
which it is situated, dated prior to the natural disasters of 2008; provided, however, that for application
purposes under paragraph 29.3(1)“b” allocating program funds under 2009 Iowa Acts, Senate File 376,
section 29, the local government participant may elect to establish its own measure of housing repair
or rehabilitation financial feasibility in lieu of 60 percent of the latest available assessed value of the
disaster-affected home, not including the assessed value of the land on which it is situated, dated prior
to the natural disasters of 2008. The eligible resident shall establish the necessity and reasonable cost of
the repairs or rehabilitation to the reasonable satisfaction of the local government participant.

(1) For purposes of calculating the amount of assistance available to the eligible resident pursuant
to this paragraph, the cost of repairs to, or rehabilitation of, the disaster-affected home shall be reduced
by the amount of any disaster compensation received.

(2) As a condition of receiving assistance pursuant to this paragraph, the eligible resident shall
agree that any disaster compensation received subsequent to the closing of the forgivable loan shall be
used by the eligible resident to pay down the balance of the forgivable loan outstanding at the time the
eligible resident receives such disaster compensation.

(3) An eligible resident who receives assistance pursuant to this paragraph shall not be eligible for
assistance under either paragraph 29.5(1)“a” or subrule 29.5(2).
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29.5(2) Interim mortgage assistance loans. An eligible resident whose disaster-affected home
is proposed, or is located in an area proposed, by a municipality or county to the Iowa homeland
security and emergency management division for property acquisition under the hazard mitigation grant
program set forth in Iowa Code chapter 29C (or any other comparable program implemented in whole
or in part to assist in recovery from the natural disasters of 2008) may receive financial assistance
equivalent to an amount of up to $1,000 per month for the purpose of paying mortgage payments
and other eligible property-carrying costs for the disaster-affected home for a period not to exceed
12 months. An eligible resident who receives assistance pursuant to this subrule shall not be eligible
for assistance under paragraph 29.5(1)“a.” If, however, it subsequently is determined by the Iowa
homeland security and emergency management division that the disaster-affected home of the eligible
resident will not be acquired under the hazard mitigation grant program, then the eligible resident shall
be eligible for assistance under paragraph 29.5(1)“a” on the condition that the amount of assistance
available under that paragraph shall be reduced by the amount of assistance received by the eligible
resident under subrule 29.5(2). Financial assistance provided pursuant to this subrule shall be in the
form of a forgivable loan.

a. Notwithstanding the foregoing, with the approval of the applicable local government
participant, an eligible resident may receive financial assistance under this subrule for up to an
additional 6 months (beyond the usual 12-month limit set forth above), provided that all of the following
conditions are met:

(1) The eligible resident must reapply for or request an extension of financial assistance on forms
to be provided by the applicable local government participant;

(2) The disaster-affected home for which an extension of financial assistance is sought must
continue to be on the current hazard mitigation grant program (or comparable program) property
acquisition list (i.e., it must continue to be proposed for buyout);

(3) The disaster-affected home for which an extension of financial assistance is sought must have
been destroyed or damaged beyond reasonable repair such that the eligible resident is displaced from the
home;

(4) The eligible resident must have contacted or must agree to contact the mortgage holder or an
IowaMortgageHelp counseling agency (Web site: www.iowamortgagehelp.com) to discuss the situation
and, if possible, negotiate better terms.

b. Local government participants may fund extensions of financial assistance only from funds
already allocated to their region. Local government participants shall give priority for extensions of
financial assistance to those eligible residents who are supporting the costs of both the disaster-affected
home and a new primary residence through a second mortgage payment or a rental payment.

29.5(3) Energy efficiency assistance. An eligible resident who receives either down payment
assistance pursuant to paragraph 29.5(1)“a” or housing repair or rehabilitation assistance pursuant to
paragraph 29.5(1)“b” shall also be eligible to receive an additional loan amount, up to a maximum of
$10,000, as reimbursement for the purchase and installation costs for eligible energy-efficient home
appliances and improvements. Any amount allowed pursuant to this subrule shall be added to the
principal balance of the forgivable loan. Amounts loaned pursuant to this subrule may be loaned either
at the time the forgivable loan is first made or subsequent thereto within three months.

29.5(4) Expenses incurred prior to September 19, 2008. In the event an eligible resident purchased
a home, made or caused to be made repairs to a disaster-affected home, or made mortgage payments (or
paid for other eligible property-carrying costs) for a disaster-affected home located within the jurisdiction
of a local government participant prior to September 19, 2008 (the effective date of this chapter), the
eligible resident shall be eligible for reimbursement therefor under this chapter as though the purchase,
repairs, or payments had taken place following September 19, 2008.

29.5(5) Applications for assistance. To apply for down payment assistance or down payment
assistance plus interim mortgage assistance, the eligible resident shall apply to the local government
participant in whose jurisdiction the home being purchased is located. To apply for assistance for repair
or rehabilitation of a disaster-affected home, the eligible resident shall apply to the local government
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participant in whose jurisdiction the disaster-affected home is located. To apply for interim mortgage
assistance only, the eligible resident shall apply to the local government participant in whose jurisdiction
the disaster-affected home is located.

[ARC 7842B, IAB 6/17/09, effective 5/14/09; ARC 7899B, IAB 7/1/09, effective 6/10/09; ARC 8074B, IAB 8/26/09, effective
9/30/09; ARC 8075B, IAB 8/26/09, effective 9/30/09]


