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199—17.6 (475A,476) Compilation and billing of assessment.
	 17.6(1) Direct assessments. The board shall ascertain, and add to the direct assessment, certified expenses incurred by the consumer advocate directly chargeable to the person. The board does not review the expenses certified to it by the consumer advocate. The board may present a bill for the direct assessment to any person either at the conclusion of the proceeding or matter, or from time to time during its progress.
	 17.6(2) Remainder assessments.
	  a.   	 The revenues for the remainder assessment shall be compiled by the board based on the report provided pursuant to rule 17.5(476).
	  b.   	 The board shall ascertain the total of the division’s expenses incurred during each fiscal year and add to it the certified expenses of the consumer advocate. Next, the board shall add together all amounts directly assessed, pipeline assessments, electric transmission line assessments, federal reimbursements, and miscellaneous reimbursements. This total shall be deducted from the total of the division’s and consumer advocate’s expenses. The remaining amount is the amount to be recovered through the remainder assessment. Subject to paragraphs 17.6(2)“c” and “d,” the board may assess the remaining amount to all persons providing service over which the board has jurisdiction in proportion to the respective gross operating revenues of such persons from Iowa intrastate operations over which the board has jurisdiction during the last calendar year.
	  c.   	 If any portion of the remainder can be identified with a specific type of utility service, the board shall assess those expenses only to the entities providing that type of service over which the board has jurisdiction.
	  d.   	 The remainder assessments for gas and electric public utilities exempted from rate regulation pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 476 will be computed at one-half the rate used to compute the assessment for other persons.
	  e.   	 The board may make the remainder assessments on a quarterly basis, based upon estimates of the expenditures for the fiscal year for the division and the consumer advocate. The board shall conform the amount of the estimated prior fiscal year’s assessments to the actual fiscal year expenditures not more than 90 days following the close of the fiscal year.
	  f.   	 If a utility has gross operating revenue of $50,000 or less for the prior calendar year, the board may decide not to bill the utility for its share of the remainder assessment.
	 17.6(3) The bill or accompanying letter of transmittal to each utility shall indicate the assessable revenue for the utility, the rate at which the assessment was computed, and the assessment amount. Bills must be paid within 30 days of receipt unless an objection is filed in writing pursuant to Iowa Code Supplement section 476.10.

