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441—88.66(249A) Emergency services.
88.66(1) Availability of services. The contractor shall ensure that emergency services for covered

diagnoses are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, either through participating providers or
through arrangements with other providers.

88.66(2) Payment for emergency room services. Emergency room services for covered diagnoses
shall be reimbursed for enrollees regardless of whether authorized in advance or whether the provider of
service is a participating provider.

a. For emergency room services provided to an Iowa Plan enrollee by a participating or a
nonparticipating provider when covered diagnoses are the primary condition, the contractor may:

(1) Establish policies requiring notification of the provision of emergency room service within a
stated time frame which shall be no less than 48 hours.

(2) Require authorization of any services beyond those provided in the emergency room.
b. For emergency room services provided to an Iowa Plan enrollee by a participating or a

nonparticipating provider when covered diagnoses are the primary condition, the contractor shall:
(1) Provide a minimum triage fee to the emergency room, regardless of whether the facility notifies

the contractor. The triage fee shall be no less than is paid under payment mechanisms established for the
Medicaid fee-for-service program.

(2) Reimburse the emergency room for emergency room services provided, contingent upon the
facility’s compliance with notification policies. Reimbursement to nonparticipating providers shall be
no less than the average payment which would be made to a participating provider.

88.66(3) Contractor payment liability. The contractor’s payment liability for the provision of
emergency mental health and substance abuse services by nonparticipating providers is limited to
emergency mental health and substance abuse services provided before the enrollee can, without danger
or harmful consequences to the enrollee or others, return to the care of a participating provider. If
transportation is necessary to transport the enrollee from a nonparticipating provider to a participating
provider, the contractor shall be financially liable for the transportation. In reimbursing nonparticipating
providers, the contractor’s liability is limited to the average reimbursement which the contractor would
pay to a participating provider for the same services.

88.66(4) Notification and claim filing time spans. The contractor may set notification and claim
filing time limitations in the event of the provision of care by nonparticipating providers and shall
notify enrollees of these provisions. However, failure to give notice or to file claims within those time
limitations shall not invalidate any claim if it can be shown that it was not reasonably possible to
give the notice and that notice was, in fact, given as soon as was reasonably possible. In addition, the
contractor shall provide payment for emergency services to nonparticipating providers within 60 days
of receipt of a bill which complies with all billing requirements established by the contractor’s policies.


