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441—88.6(249A) Emergency and urgent care services.
88.6(1) Availability of services. The HMO shall ensure that emergency services are available on an
emergency basis 24 hours a day, seven days a week, either through the HMO’s own providers or through
arrangements with other providers. In addition the HMO must provide payment to nonparticipating
providers within 60 days of receipt of the bill for all contracted services furnished by providers which do
not have arrangements with the HMO to provide services but were provided because they were needed
immediately as defined at rule 441—88.1(249A) and in which cases the medical emergency does not
permit a choice of provider.
88.6(2) HMO payment liability. HMO payment liability on account of injury or emergency illness is
limited to emergency care as defined in rule 441—88.1(249A). If an ambulance is medically necessary
to transport the recipient to follow-up treatment the HMO shall be financially liable. The HMO may
require that follow-up treatment to an emergency be provided by HMO-participating providers.
If a recipient is injured or becomes ill and receives emergency services while temporarily outside the
HMO’s enrollment area, the HMO shall pay the facility or person who rendered the emergency care for
emergency medical services and medical services, for inpatient hospital services in a general hospital as
a result of the emergency, and for emergency ambulance service.
88.6(3) Notification and claim filing time spans. The HMO may set notification and claim filing time
limitations in the event of the provision of care by nonparticipating providers. However, failure to give
notice or file claims within those time limitations will not invalidate any claim if it can be shown not
to have been reasonably possible to give such notice and that notice was in fact given as soon as was
reasonably possible.
88.6(4) Provision of urgent care. If the recipient is assigned to a patient manager by the HMO, the
patient manager shall arrange for urgent care within 24 hours by either providing it or referring to and
authorizing another appropriate provider to provide care.

