IAC

Ch 88, p.1

441—88.1(249A) Definitions.
“Capitation rate” shall mean the fee the department pays monthly to an HMO for each enrolled
recipient for the provision of covered medical and health services whether or not the enrolled recipient
received services during the month for which the fee is intended.
“Contract” shall mean a contract between the department and an HMO for the provision of medical
and health services to Medicaid recipients in which the HMO assumes a risk as defined in the contract.
These contracts shall meet the requirements of the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 42, Part 434 as
amended to December 31, 1996.
“Covered services” shall mean all or a part of those medical and health services set forth in
441—Chapter 78 and covered in the contract between the department and an HMO.
“Department” shall mean the Iowa department of human services.
“Emergency care” shall mean those medical services rendered for an emergent medical condition
or protection of the public health.
“Emergent medical condition” shall mean a medical condition manifesting itself by acute symptoms
of sufficient severity (including severe pain) such that a prudent layperson, who possesses an average
knowledge of health and medicine, could reasonably expect it to result in:
1. Placing the health of the person (or, with respect to a pregnant woman, the health of the woman
or her unborn child) in serious jeopardy,
2. Serious impairment to bodily functions, or
3. Serious dysfunction of any bodily organ or part.
The determination of whether an emergent medical condition exists shall be decided by a medical
professional and shall be based on the patient’s medical condition, including presenting symptoms and
medical history (as related to severe pain) prior to treatment.
In cases where the above criteria are satisfied, no prior authorization procedures are allowed.
“Enrolled recipient” shall mean a Medicaid recipient who is eligible for HMO enrollment as defined
at subrule 88.2(4) and has been enrolled with an HMO as defined at subrule 88.3(2) or 88.3(7).
“Enrollment area” shall mean the county or counties or region or regions in which an HMO is
licensed to operate by the state of Iowa and in which service capability exists as defined by the department
and set forth in the contract. An enrollment area shall not be less than an entire county but may be less
than a region. Regions shall be established by the department and outlined in the contract with the HMO.
“Extended-participation program” shall mean a mandatory six-month enrollment period with a
managed care entity.
“Federally qualified HMO” shall mean an HMO qualified under Section 1315(a) of the Public Health
Service Act as determined by the U.S. Public Health Service.
“Grievance” shall mean an incident, complaint, or concern which cannot be resolved in a manner
satisfactory to enrolled recipients by the immediate response, verbal or otherwise, of the HMO staff
member receiving the complaint or any complaint received in writing.
“Health maintenance organization (HMO)” shall mean a public or private organization which is
licensed as an HMO under commerce department rules 191—Chapter 40.
“Managed care entity” shall mean either a managed care organization licensed by the department
of insurance (e.g., HMO or PHP) or a primary care case management program (i.e., MediPASS).
“Managed health care” shall mean any one of the alternative deliveries of regular fee-for-service
Medicaid such as defined in subrules dealing with health maintenance organizations (HMOs), prepaid
health plans (PHPs), or Medicaid Patient Access to Service System (MediPASS).
“Managed health care review committee” shall mean a committee composed of representatives from
the department. The committee shall review and render a decision on all requests for disenrollment which
are not automatically approvable.
“Mandatory enrollment” shall mean mandatory participation in managed health care as specified in
subrule 88.3(3).
“Mandatory project county” shall mean a county where the department has contracts with more
than one managed care entity, one of which may be primary care case management (MediPASS) in cases
where the number of MediPASS providers willing to serve as patient managers is sufficient to meet the

Ch 88, p.2

IAC

needs and makeup of the recipient population in the county, or where the department has implemented
the MediPASS program alone in the county.
“Noncovered services” shall mean services covered under Medicaid which are not included in the
HMO’s contract with the department. Payment for these services will be made under regular Medicaid
procedures.
“Participating providers” shall mean the providers of covered medical and health services who
subcontract with or who are employed by an HMO.
“Recipient” shall mean any person determined by the department to be eligible for Medicaid and
for HMO enrollment. See subrule 88.2(4) for a list of Medicaid eligibles who are not eligible for HMO
enrollment.
“Region” shall mean an area consisting of two or more contiguous counties, as established by the
department and specified in contracts with health maintenance organizations.
“Routine care” shall mean medical care which is not urgent or emergent in nature and can wait for
a regularly scheduled physician appointment without risk of permanent damage to the patient’s life or
health status. The condition requiring routine care is not likely to substantially worsen without immediate
clinical intervention.
“Urgent care” shall mean those medical services rendered for an urgent medical condition or
protection of the public health.
“Urgent medical condition” shall mean a medical condition manifesting itself by acute symptoms
that are of lesser severity (including severe pain) than that recognized for an emergent medical condition,
such that a prudent layperson, who possesses an average knowledge of health and medicine, could
reasonably expect the illness or injury to result in:
1. Placing the health of the individual (or, with respect to a pregnant woman, the health of the
woman or her unborn child) in jeopardy.
2. Impairment to bodily functions, or
3. Dysfunction of any bodily organ or part.

