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11—40.1(8A) Definitions.   For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall govern:
“Collection entity”means the department of administrative services and any other state agency that

maintains a separate accounting system and elects to establish a debt collection setoff procedure for
collection of debts owed to the state or its agencies.

“Debtor” means any person owing a debt to the state of Iowa or any state agency.
“Department” means the Iowa department of administrative services.
“Director” means the director of the Iowa department of administrative services or the director’s

designee.
“Liability” or “debt” means any liquidated sum due and owing to the state of Iowa or any state

agency which has accrued through contract, subrogation, tort, operation of law, or any legal theory
regardless of whether there is an outstanding judgment for that sum. Before setoff, the amount of a
person’s liability to a state agency shall be at least $50.

“Offset” means to set off or compensate a state agency which has a legal claim against a person or
entity where there exists a person’s valid claim on a state agency that is in the form of a liquidated sum
due, owing and payable. Before setoff, the amount of a person’s claim on a state agency shall be at least
$50.

“Person” or “entity” means an individual, corporation, business trust, estate, trust, partnership or
association, or any other legal entity, but does not include a state agency.

“State agency” or “agency” means a unit of state government, which is an authority, board,
commission, committee, council, department, examining board, or independent agency as defined in
Iowa Code section 7E.4, including but not limited to each principal central department enumerated in
Iowa Code Supplement section 7E.5. However, “state agency” or “agency” does not mean any of the
following:

1. The office of the governor or the office of an elective constitutional or statutory officer.
2. The general assembly, or any office or unit under its administrative authority.
3. The judicial branch, as provided in Iowa Code section 602.1102.
4. A political subdivision of the state or its offices or units, including but not limited to a county,

city, or community college.


