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657—8.35(155A) Pharmacy license.   A pharmacy license issued by the board is required for all sites
where prescription drugs are offered for sale or dispensed under the supervision of a pharmacist. A
pharmacy license issued by the board is also required for all sites where drug information or other
cognitive pharmacy services, including but not limited to drug use review and patient counseling, are
provided by a pharmacist. The board may issue any of the following types of pharmacy licenses: a
general pharmacy license, a hospital pharmacy license, a special or limited use pharmacy license, or
a nonresident pharmacy license. Nonresident pharmacy license applicants shall comply with board
rules regarding nonresident pharmacy practice except when specific exemptions have been granted.
Applicants for general or hospital pharmacy practice shall comply with board rules regarding general or
hospital pharmacy practice except when specific exemptions have been granted. Any pharmacy located
within Iowa that dispenses controlled substances must also register pursuant to 657—Chapter 10.

8.35(1) Exemptions. Applicants who are granted exemptions shall be issued a “general pharmacy
license with exemption,” a “hospital pharmacy license with exemption,” a “nonresident pharmacy
license with exemption,” or a “limited use pharmacy license with exemption” and shall comply with
the provisions set forth by that exemption. A written petition for exemption from certain licensure
requirements shall be submitted pursuant to the procedures and requirements of 657—Chapter 34 and
will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

8.35(2) Limited use pharmacy license. Limited use pharmacy license may be issued for nuclear
pharmacy practice, correctional facility pharmacy practice, and veterinary pharmacy practice.
Applications for limited use pharmacy license for these and other limited use practice settings shall be
determined on a case-by-case basis.

8.35(3) Application form. Application for licensure and license renewal shall be on forms provided
by the board. The application for a pharmacy license shall require an indication of the pharmacy
ownership classification. If the owner is a sole proprietorship (100 percent ownership), the name and
address of the owner shall be indicated. If the owner is a partnership or limited partnership, the names
and addresses of all partners shall be listed or attached. If the owner is a corporation, the names and
addresses of the officers and directors of the corporation shall be listed or attached. Any other pharmacy
ownership classification shall be further identified and explained on the application. The application
form shall require the name, signature, and license number of the pharmacist in charge. The names
and license numbers of all pharmacists engaged in practice in the pharmacy, the names and registration
numbers of all pharmacy technicians working in the pharmacy, and the average number of hours worked
by each pharmacist and each pharmacy technician shall be listed or attached. Additional information
may be required of specific types of pharmacy license applicants. The application shall be signed by the
pharmacy owner or the owner’s, partnership’s, or corporation’s authorized representative.

8.35(4) License expiration and renewal. General pharmacy licenses, hospital pharmacy licenses,
special or limited use pharmacy licenses, and nonresident pharmacy licenses shall be renewed before
January 1 of each year. The fee for a new or renewal license shall be $150.

a. Late payment penalty. Failure to renew the pharmacy license before January 1 following
expiration shall require payment of the renewal fee and a penalty fee of $150. Failure to renew the
license before February 1 following expiration shall require payment of the renewal fee and a penalty
fee of $250. Failure to renew the license before March 1 following expiration shall require payment
of the renewal fee and a penalty fee of $350. Failure to renew the license before April 1 following
expiration shall require payment of the renewal fee and a penalty fee of $450 and may require an
appearance before the board. In no event shall the combined renewal fee and penalty fee for late
renewal of a pharmacy license exceed $600.

b. Delinquent license. If a license is not renewed before its expiration date, the license is
delinquent and the licensee may not operate or provide pharmacy services to patients in the state of Iowa
until the licensee renews the delinquent license. A pharmacy that continues to operate in Iowa without
a current license may be subject to disciplinary sanctions pursuant to the provisions of 657—subrule
36.1(4).

8.35(5) Inspection of new pharmacy location. If the new pharmacy location within Iowa was not
a licensed pharmacy immediately prior to the proposed opening of the new pharmacy, the pharmacy
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location shall require an on-site inspection by a pharmacy board inspector prior to the issuance of the
pharmacy license. The purpose of the inspection is to determine compliancewith requirements pertaining
to space, library, equipment, security, temperature control, and drug storage safeguards. Inspection may
be scheduled anytime following submission of necessary license and registration applications and prior
to opening for business as a pharmacy. Prescription drugs, including controlled substances, may not be
delivered to a new pharmacy location prior to satisfactory completion of the opening inspection.

8.35(6) Pharmacy license changes. When a pharmacy changes its name, location, ownership, or
pharmacist in charge, a new pharmacy license applicationwith a license fee as provided in subrule 8.35(4)
shall be submitted to the board office. Upon receipt of the fee and properly completed application, the
board will issue a new pharmacy license certificate. The old license certificate shall be returned to the
board office within ten days of the change of name, location, ownership, or pharmacist in charge.

a. A change of pharmacy location in Iowa shall require an on-site inspection of the new location
as provided in subrule 8.35(5) if the new location was not a licensed pharmacy immediately prior to the
relocation.

b. A change of ownership of a currently licensed Iowa pharmacy, or a change of pharmacy location
to another existing Iowa pharmacy location, shall not require on-site inspection pursuant to subrule
8.35(5). A new pharmacy license is required as provided above. In those cases in which the pharmacy is
owned by a corporation, the sale or transfer of all stock of the corporation does not constitute a change of
ownership provided the corporation that owns the pharmacy continues to exist following the stock sale
or transfer.

c. A change of pharmacist in charge shall require completion and submission of the application
and fee for new pharmacy license . If a permanent pharmacist in charge has not been identified by the
time of the vacancy, a temporary pharmacist in charge shall be identified. Written notification identifying
the temporary pharmacist in charge, signed by the pharmacy owner or corporate officer and the temporary
pharmacist in charge, shall be submitted to the board within 10 days following the vacancy. Within 90
days following the vacancy, a permanent pharmacist in charge shall be identified, and an application
for pharmacy license, including the license fee as provided in subrule 8.35(4), shall be submitted to the
board office.

8.35(7) Pharmacy closing. At least two weeks prior to the closing of a pharmacy, a written notice
shall be sent to the board and to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) notifying those agencies
of the intent to discontinue business or sell the pharmacy including the anticipated date of sale or closing.

a. Prior notification shall include the name, address, DEA registration number, Iowa pharmacy
license number, and Iowa controlled substances Act (CSA) registration number of the closing pharmacy
and of the pharmacy to which prescription drugs will be transferred. Notification shall also include
the name, address, DEA registration number, Iowa pharmacy license number, and CSA registration
number of the location at which prescription files, patient profiles, and controlled substance receipt and
disbursement records will be maintained.

b. Pharmacy patients with active prescriptions on file with a pharmacy that intends to close
permanently shall be notified by that pharmacy, via direct mail or public notice at least two weeks prior
to the closure of the pharmacy, that each patient has the right to transfer the patient’s active prescriptions
to a pharmacy of the patient’s choosing. This paragraph shall not apply in the case of an emergency or
unforeseeable closure including, but not limited to, emergency board action, foreclosure, fire, or natural
disaster.

c. A complete inventory of all prescription drugs being transferred shall be taken as of the close of
business. The inventory shall serve as the ending inventory for the closing pharmacy as well as a record
of additional or starting inventory for the pharmacy to which the drugs are transferred. A copy of the
inventory shall be included in the records of each licensee.

(1) DEA Form 222 is required for transfer of Schedule II controlled substances.
(2) The inventory of controlled substances shall be completed pursuant to the requirements in

657—10.35(124,155A).
(3) The inventory of all noncontrolled prescription drugs may be estimated.
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(4) The inventory shall include the name, strength, dosage form, and quantity of all prescription
drugs transferred.

(5) Controlled substances requiring destruction or other disposal shall be transferred in the same
manner as all other drugs. The new owner is responsible for the disposal of these substances as provided
in rule 657—10.18(124).

d. The license certificate and CSA certificate of the closing or selling pharmacy shall be returned
to the board office within ten days of closing or sale. The DEA registration certificate and all unused
DEA Forms 222 shall be returned to the DEA.

e. A location that no longer houses a licensed pharmacy shall not display any sign, placard, or
other notification, visible to the public, which identifies the location as a pharmacy. A sign or other
public notification that cannot feasibly be removed shall be covered so as to conceal the identification as
a pharmacy.

8.35(8) Failure to complete licensure. An application for a pharmacy license, including an
application for registration pursuant to 657—Chapter 10, if applicable, will become null and void
if the applicant fails to complete the licensure process within six months of receipt by the board of
the required applications. The licensure process shall be complete upon the pharmacy’s opening for
business at the licensed location following an inspection rated as satisfactory by an agent of the board
if such an inspection is required pursuant to this rule. When an applicant fails to timely complete the
licensure process, fees submitted with applications will not be transferred or refunded.


