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641—11.50 (139B,141) HIV infection—hospitals.
11.50(1) These rules do not require or permit a hospital to administer a test for the express purpose

of determining the presence of HIV infection except that testing may be performed if the patient consents
and if the requirements of Iowa Code section 141.22 are satisfied.

11.50(2) Following submission of a significant exposure report by the emergency care provider to
the hospital and a determination that the exposure reported was a significant exposure as defined in rule
11.46(139B,141), and a diagnosis or confirmation by the attending physician that the patient has HIV
infection, a hospital shall provide notification of possible exposure to HIV pursuant to subrule 11.50(3)
to the designated officer of the emergency care provider who provided assistance or treatment to the
patient.

11.50(3) Notification to the emergency care provider of exposure to HIV infection shall be made in
accordance with both of the following:

a. The hospital shall inform the patient, when the patient’s condition permits, that a significant
exposure occurred to an emergency care provider and that a significant exposure report has been filed.

b. The patient may provide consent for HIV testing or voluntarily disclose HIV status to the
hospital and consent to the provision of notification.

11.50(4) Notwithstanding subrule 11.50(3), notification shall be made when the patient denies
consent for or consent is not reasonably obtainable for serological testing, and in the course of
admission, care, and treatment of the patient, the patient is diagnosed or is confirmed as having HIV
infection.

11.50(5) The hospital shall notify the designated officer of the emergency care provider service.
The designated officer shall notify those emergency care providers who submitted a significant exposure
report and attended or transported the patient. The identity of the designated officer shall not be revealed
to the patient.

11.50(6) The designated officer shall advise the emergency care providers who are notified to seek
immediate medical attention and of the provisions of confidentiality under rule 641—11.53(139B,141).

11.50(7) The designated officer shall inform the hospital of the names of the emergency care
providers to whom notification was made.

11.50(8) Hospitals shall inform the patient that they have a record of the names of the emergency
care providers to whom notification was provided and, if requested by the patient, the hospital shall
inform the patient of those names.

11.50(9) A person who renders direct emergency aid without compensation as identified in rule
11.46(139B,141), “emergency care provider,” paragraph “6,” who is exposed to a patient who has
HIV infection, shall receive notification directly from the hospital in accordance with the procedures
established in subrules 11.50(1) to 11.50(4).

11.50(10) The process for notification under these rules shall be initiated as soon as reasonably
possible consistent with protocols for postexposure prophylaxis, according to “Public Health Service
Statement on Management of Occupational Exposure to Human Immunodeficiency Virus, Including
Considerations Regarding Zidovudine Postexposure Use,” found in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly
Report, dated January 26, 1990, Volume 39, Number RR-1, published by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control, Atlanta, Georgia 30333, or
subsequent Centers for Disease Control statements on this topic.

11.50(11) A hospital’s duty of notification under these rules is not continuing. It is limited to the
diagnosis of HIV infection made in the course of admission, care, and treatment following the rendering
of emergency assistance or treatment of the patient with the disease.

11.50(12) Notwithstanding subrule 11.50(11), if, following discharge or completion of care or
treatment, a patient, for whom a report form was submitted that did not result in notification, wishes to
provide information regarding the patient’s HIV infection status to the emergency care provider, the
hospital shall provide a procedure for notifying the emergency care provider.


