
261—42.4(15) Application scoring and approval process. 
42.4(1) Scoring process and criteria. An application meeting the requirements in rule 261—42.3(15) 

will be reviewed and scored by authority staff. The authority may also engage outside reviewers with 
relevant expertise. The higher an application’s numerical score, the more likely it is to receive funding 
under the program. The criteria used to score the applications are as follows:

a. Project description: The applicant will explain the project, the timeline for its creation and 
implementation, and how state funds will support the project. The authority will view favorably 
information that clearly articulates the project, sets forth a reasonable timeline for the project’s creation and 
implementation, and fully describes how state funds will be used to support the project.

b. Economic impact and ability to promote tourism industry growth: The authority will consider how 
the project supports the mission of the Iowa tourism office and is part of the applicant’s broader marketing 
strategy to increase the economic impact of tourism locally and in the state of Iowa.

c. Sustainability: The authority will view favorably applications that illustrate the capacity to 
implement and sustain the project upon completion.

d. Need: The authority will consider the financial need of an applicant.
e. Innovation: The authority will consider the innovative quality of an event or marketing initiative 

and how the project will expand upon existing marketing tactics or resources.
f. Budget: The authority will view favorably budgets that are well-developed and relevant to the 

project and that provide documentation of planned project expenses during the grant period.
g. Collaboration: The authority will view favorably applications that either represent a collaboration 

of multiple entities or show the benefit of the project to multiple entities within the tourism industry, or 
both.

42.4(2) Approval process. The authority will assign scores based on the criteria described in rules 
261—42.3(15) and 261—42.4(15) to determine successful applicants. The authority may recommend 
partial funding of any or all applicants.
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