761—115.19(306,306A) Utility facility adjustments for primary road improvement projects. Rules 761—115.20(306A) through 761—115.24(306A) establish administrative procedures for utility facility adjustments made necessary by primary road improvement projects pursuant to Iowa Code section 306A.10, including information exchange and the responsibilities of the department, utility owners, and the department’s contractor. The purpose of these procedures is to adjust utility facilities with minimal delays or added expense pursuant to Iowa Code section 306.47. Rules 761—115.20(306A) through 761—115.24(306A) apply to all primary road improvement projects with the following exceptions:
     1.   Projects the department develops on an accelerated schedule.
     2.   Projects with no anticipated utility adjustments.
    115.19(1) Adjustment of facilities. If, despite making reasonable efforts to avoid or minimize the need for adjusting an existing utility facility, it is determined that adjustment is required due to proposed primary road construction, the utility owner is to adjust the utility facility in advance of the road construction. Scheduling of relocation work in the case of the following exceptions should be coordinated with the district representative:
    a.  Relocation work that needs to be coordinated with the department’s contractor.
    b.  Relocation work that is dependent on work to be performed by another utility company.
    c.  Relocation work that is not practical until certain department project construction activities occur.
    115.19(2) Relocation costs. 
    a.  If adjustment of an existing utility facility occupying the right-of-way is required due to proposed primary road construction, the utility owner is to adjust the utility facility without cost to the state.
    b.  If adjustment of an existing utility facility located on an easement outside existing rights-of-way is required due to proposed primary road construction, approved relocation costs will be eligible for reimbursement by the department through a reimbursement agreement.
    c.  When the department participates in the cost of a utility facility adjustment required for proposed primary road construction, the department will not pay for a betterment that results in an increase in the capacity of the utility facility or for any other adjustment not required by proposed primary road construction and is made solely for the benefit of and at the election of the utility owner. The department is entitled to receive credit for the accrued depreciation on replaced facilities and the salvage value of any materials or parts salvaged and retained or sold by the utility owner.
    d.  Adjustment costs for which the department is responsible will be paid on a cost reimbursement basis through a reimbursement agreement. Estimates shall follow the cost development and reimbursement requirements outlined in 23 CFR 645 (Subpart A, 645.117) as amended October 1, 2023.
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