
571—98.9(483A) General. Wild turkey may be taken during the spring season subject to the following:
98.9(1) License. When hunting wild turkey, all hunters must have in possession a valid nonresident 

wild turkey spring hunting license, the unused transportation tag issued with that license, a valid 
nonresident hunting license, and proof of having paid the current year’s habitat fee. No one, while hunting 
turkey, shall carry or have in possession any license or transportation tag issued to another hunter. No one 
who is issued a wild turkey license and transportation tag shall allow another person to possess that license 
or transportation tag while turkey hunting or tagging a turkey. Licenses will be issued by zone and season 
and will be valid in the designated zone and season only. No one shall obtain more than one nonresident 
wild turkey spring hunting license. A hunter having a license valid for one of the spring turkey seasons may 
accompany, call for, or otherwise assist any other hunter who has a valid turkey hunting license in that 
season and zone. The hunter who is providing assistance may not shoot a turkey or carry a firearm or bow 
unless that hunter has a valid license and an unused tag for the current season and zone. Two types of 
licenses will be issued:

a. Combination shotgun-or-archery license. Shotguns, muzzleloading shotguns and archery 
equipment as defined in 98.12(1) may be used.

b. Muzzleloading shotgun-only license. Only muzzleloading shotguns as defined in 98.12(1) may be 
used.

98.9(2) Seasons. Bearded (or male) wild turkey may be taken only by the use of shotguns, 
muzzleloading shotguns, and bow and arrow during the first, second, third or fourth seasons as defined in 
98.2(4)“a.”

98.9(3) Daily bag, possession and season limits. The daily bag limit is one bearded (or male) wild 
turkey; the possession and season limit is one bearded (or male) wild turkey.

98.9(4) Shooting hours. Shooting hours shall be from one-half hour before sunrise to sunset each day.
98.9(5) Fall special licenses. The commission shall issue licenses in conformance with Iowa Code 

section 483A.24(12) to nonresidents 21 years of age or younger who have a severe physical disability or 
who have been diagnosed with a terminal illness. A person applying for this license must provide a 
completed form obtained from the department of natural resources. The application shall be certified by the 
applicant’s attending physician with an original signature and declare that the applicant has a severe 
physical disability or a terminal illness using the criteria listed in 571—Chapter 15. A medical statement 
from the applicant’s attending physician that specifies criteria met shall be on 8½″ × 11″ letterhead 
stationery. The attending physician shall be a currently practicing doctor of medicine, doctor of osteopathy, 
physician assistant or nurse practitioner.
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