
567—73.23(455B) Removal and abandonment of dams. Removal is the draining of the impoundment 
and removal of all or a significant portion of the embankment. A dam may be abandoned by rendering a 
dam nonimpounding by dewatering and filling the reservoir with solid materials and by diverting the 
natural drainage around the site.

73.23(1) Removal requirements. A dam removal project shall meet all of the following requirements:
a. The dam removal plan shall clearly show removal limits and will demonstrate how the proposed 

construction will render the dam height and storage below thresholds in rule 567—73.3(455B);
b. An impoundment dewatering plan shall be submitted that documents how the water will be 

released in a controlled manner and not cause upstream erosion or pose a flooding risk downstream;
c. A dam breach plan shall be submitted that demonstrates how the breach process will not pose an 

increased risk compared to the existing structure; and
d. A sediment disposition plan shall be submitted that provides for stabilization, release, or removal 

of stored sediment and shall demonstrate no significant adverse consequences on fish and wildlife habitat 
downstream from the proposed construction.

73.23(2) Abandonment requirements. An abandonment plan shall be submitted documenting the final 
site stabilization, evidence that the structure will no longer impound water or waterborne materials that 
would be released in the event of a dam failure, and evidence that the structure will not store water above 
the thresholds outlined in this chapter. 
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