
567—73.2(455B) Definitions. The following definitions apply to this chapter: 
“Abandonment” means to render a dam nonimpounding by dewatering and filling the reservoir created 

by that dam with solid materials and by diverting the natural drainage around the site.
“Acre-foot” means a volume of water that would cover one acre of land one foot deep, equal to 43,560 

cubic feet of water.
“Adverse consequences” means negative impacts that may occur upstream, downstream, or at locations 

remote from the dam. The primary concerns are loss of human life, economic loss including but not limited 
to property damage, public damages, disruption of public utilities, and environmental impact.

“Appurtenant structures” means structures such as spillways, either in the dam or separate therefrom; 
the reservoir and its rim; low-level outlet works; and water conduits such as tunnels, pipelines, or 
penstocks, occurring through either the dam or its abutments.

“Auxiliary spillway” means any secondary spillway that is designed to be operated infrequently.
“Dam owner” means any person who owns, controls, operates, maintains, or manages a dam.
“Hazard potential” means a classification based on the possible incremental adverse consequences that 

result from the release of water or stored contents due to a failure or misoperation of the dam or 
appurtenances. The hazard potential classification of a dam does not reflect in any way on the current 
condition of the dam and its appurtenant structures (e.g., safety, structural integrity, or flood routing 
capacity).

“Height of dam” means the vertical distance from the top of the dam to the natural bed of the stream or 
water source measured at the downstream toe of the dam or to the lowest elevation of the outside limit of 
the dam if it is not across a water source.

“Incremental consequence” means the difference, under the same conditions (e.g., flood, earthquake, or 
other event), between the consequences that are likely to occur from the failure or misoperation of the dam 
and appurtenances as compared to the consequences that are likely to occur without such failure or 
misoperation.

“Permanent storage” means the volume of water expressed in acre-feet that is stored upstream from a 
dam or in an impoundment up the level of the principal outlet works of the structure.

“Probable” means more likely than not to occur; reasonably expected; realistic.
“Probable maximum flood” means the flood that may be expected from the most severe combination of 

critical meteorological and hydrologic conditions that are reasonably possible in the region, and is derived 
from probable maximum precipitation, the theoretical greatest depth of precipitation for a given duration 
that is physically possible over a particular drainage area at a certain time of year. The probable maximum 
precipitation within designated zones in Iowa has been determined by the National Weather Service. The 
probable maximum flood for any location within Iowa is determined by the department. 

“Temporary storage” means the volume of water expressed in acre-feet that may be stored upstream 
from a dam or in an impoundment above the level of the principal outlet works.
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