
571—80.4(481A) Deadheads and shed-antlers. 
80.4(1) Naturally shed deer antlers may be collected and possessed at any time of year.
80.4(2) Found-dead deer heads with attached antlers, also known as deadheads, may be collected and 

possessed by individuals who possess a valid hunting license and have paid the habitat fee pursuant to 
Iowa Code section 483A.1 unless exempt under Iowa Code section 483A.24(1) or 483A.24(8). Collection 
is permitted during the following time periods under the following conditions:

a. February 1 through July 31: an individual must electronically complete and submit a deadhead 
report and possession authorization through the department’s website prior to collecting and possessing 
each deadhead. The unique authorization number shall be affixed to and remain with the deadhead.

b. August 1 through January 31: an individual must contact the local conservation officer and 
request a physical deadhead tag prior to taking possession. Verbal or electronic authorization from a 
conservation officer is sufficient for temporary possession until a physical tag can be issued and affixed by 
a conservation officer. The physical tag shall remain affixed to the deadhead.

80.4(3) This rule does not apply to deer that have been shot or killed by unlawful methods or means.
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/483A.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/483A.24.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/483A.24.pdf

