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441—7.6(17A) Informing persons of their rights.
7.6(1) Written and oral notification. The department shall advise each applicant and recipient of the

right to appeal any adverse decision affecting the person’s status.
a. Written notification of the following shall be given at the time of application and at the time of

any agency action affecting the claim for assistance:
(1) The right to request a hearing.
(2) The procedure for requesting a hearing.
(3) The right to be represented by others at the hearing unless otherwise specified by statute or

federal regulation.
(4) Provisions, if any, for payment of legal fees by the department.
b. Written notification shall be given on the application form and on all notices of decisions. Oral

explanation shall also be given regarding the policy on appeals during the application process and at the
time of any contemplated action by the agency when the need for an explanation is indicated.

c. Persons not familiar with English shall be provided a translation into the language understood
by them in written form or orally. Appellants are entitled to have an interpreter present during appeal
hearings. In all cases when a person is illiterate or semiliterate, the person shall be advised of each right
to the satisfaction of the person’s understanding.

d. Persons living with disabilities shall be provided assistance through the use of auxiliary aids
and services at no cost to the individual in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

7.6(2) Authorized representation or responsible party. Persons may be represented for purposes
of this chapter by an authorized representative or an individual or organization recognized by the
department as acting responsibly for an applicant or beneficiary pursuant to policy governing a
particular program (hereinafter referred to as a “responsible party”), unless otherwise specified by
statute or federal regulations.

a. The designation of an authorized representative must be in writing and include the signature of
the person designating the authorized representative. Legal documentation of authority to act on behalf
of a person, such as a court order establishing legal guardianship or a power of attorney, shall serve in
place of a signed designation by the person.

b. An authorized representative or responsible party must agree to maintain, or be legally bound
to maintain, the confidentiality of any information regarding an applicant or beneficiary provided by the
department.

c. A provider or staff member or volunteer of an organization serving as an authorized
representative or responsible party must sign an agreement that such provider, staff member or volunteer
will adhere to the regulations in Part 431, Subpart F, of 42 CFR Chapter IV and in 45 CFR 155.260(f)
(relating to confidentiality of information), § 447.10 of 42 CFR Chapter IV (relating to the prohibition
against reassignment of provider claims as appropriate for a health facility or an organization acting
on the facility’s behalf), as well as other relevant state and federal laws concerning conflict of interest
and confidentiality of information.

d. An authorized representative or responsible party may file an appeal on the appellant’s behalf,
receive copies of appeal correspondence, and act on behalf of the appellant in all other matters regarding
the appeal.

e. The authorized representative or responsible party is responsible for fulfilling all responsibilities
encompassed within the scope of the authorized representation to the same extent as the individual the
authorized representative or responsible party represents.

f. The power to act as an authorized representative is valid until the appellant modifies the
authorization or notifies the department that the representative is no longer authorized to act on the
appellant’s behalf, or the authorized representative informs the agency that the authorized representative
is no longer acting in such capacity, or there is a change in the legal authority upon which the individual’s
or organization’s authority was based. Such notice must be in writing and include the appellant’s,
authorized representative’s or responsible party’s signature as appropriate.
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g. Designations of authorized representatives, legal documentation of authority to act on behalf of
a person, and modifications or terminations of designations or legal authority may be submitted online
via the department’s website, by mail, by electronic mail, by facsimile transmission or in person.

h. For purposes of this rule, the department shall accept electronic, including telephonically
recorded, signatures and handwritten signatures transmitted by facsimile or other electronic
transmission.

i. Designations of authorized representatives, legal documentation of authority to act on behalf
of a person, and modifications or terminations of designations or legal authority previously submitted
to the department that comply with the requirements of this rule will continue to apply for purposes of
appeals, consistent with their terms.
[ARC 8003B, IAB 7/29/09, effective 9/2/09; ARC 1261C, IAB 1/8/14, effective 3/1/14]
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