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351—5.5(68A) Exceptions from prohibition on use of public resources for a political purpose.

5.5(1) Expressing opinion at government meetings. lowa Code section 68A.505 permits the state or
a governing body of a county, city, public school, or other political subdivision to express an opinion on
a ballot issue through the passage of a resolution or proclamation. It is also permissible for a member
of a governing body of the state, county, city, public school, or other political subdivision to express the
member’s opinion on a ballot issue at a public meeting of the governing body.

5.5(2) Public forum. Any public resource that is open to a member of the general public to use
for other purposes may be used for political purposes, including the distribution of political materials on
windshields of vehicles that are parked in public parking lots.

5.5(3) Candidate debate. The executive branch of state government, a county, city, public school, or
other political subdivision may hold a candidate debate or forum and permit the accompanying distribution
of campaign materials on governmental property so long as at least two candidates seeking the same office
are invited to attend the debate or forum.

5.5(4) Reimbursement to governmental body. A person may reimburse a governmental body for the
use of a public resource for a political purpose so long as it can be demonstrated to the board that the use of
the resource was also for a public purpose or furthered a public interest. The reimbursement shall be for the
actual costs of the public resource or be for the same amount charged to a person using the public resource
for any other purpose.

5.5(5) Use of job title. Official job titles, such as “representative” or “commissioner,” may be used for
political purposes.

5.5(6) Use of government-issued clothing. Official clothing or uniforms issued by the state or other
political subdivision in the regular course of employment may be worn by public officials or employees
while participating in political activities.

5.5(7) Residence. It is not deemed a violation of Iowa Code section 68A.505 for a public official
or public employee to use for political purposes the portion of public property that is designated as the
personal residence of the public official or public employee.

5.5(8) Clothing or paraphernalia. While performing official duties, a public official or public
employee may wear clothes or wear political paraphernalia that expressly advocate for or against
candidates or that expressly advocate for or against ballot issues. However, the administrative head of
a state agency or of a department of a political subdivision may enact an internal policy that would prohibit
the wearing of campaign materials on the public property of that agency or subdivision.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 68A.505.
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