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657—9.18 (124,155A) Remote dispensing site operations.
9.18(1) Automated pharmacy system. On any day when the remote site is opened and prior to

providing telepharmacy services, themanaging pharmacy shall perform a test of the automated pharmacy
system with the remote site to ensure proper operation. A log shall be created and maintained that
includes the date and the test results and that identifies the individual performing the test.

9.18(2) Remote site staffing. A remote dispensing site shall be staffed by one or more qualified
certified pharmacy technicians under the continuous supervision of a pharmacist at the managing
pharmacy at all times that the remote site is open to provide telepharmacy services. Continuous
supervision does not require the pharmacist to be physically present at the remote dispensing site, but
the pharmacist shall supervise telepharmacy operations electronically through the automated pharmacy
system.

9.18(3) Supervising pharmacists. The managing pharmacy shall have a sufficient number of
pharmacists on duty to ensure that a pharmacist is able to provide all services offered by the managing
pharmacy and to ensure appropriate supervision of all telepharmacy services. The board may limit the
number of remote dispensing sites under the management of a single managing pharmacy.

9.18(4) Prescription drug orders. A remote dispensing site may receive written or electronic
prescription drug orders or refill requests in accordance with the policies and procedures designated
by the pharmacist in charge. As provided in policies and procedures, the qualified certified pharmacy
technician at the remote site shall either transmit the prescription drug order or refill request to the
managing pharmacy or input the prescription drug order or refill request so that the pharmacist at the
managing pharmacy may perform a prospective drug use review and verify the prescription information
prior to authorizing dispensing at the remote site. A pharmacy technician at a remote site shall not
receive oral prescription drug orders from a prescriber or prescriber’s agent. Oral prescription drug
orders shall be communicated directly to a pharmacist.

9.18(5) Drug use review. A pharmacist at the managing pharmacy shall conduct a drug use review
as specified in 657—8.21(155A) prior to authorizing delivery of the prescription to the patient or the
patient’s caregiver at the remote dispensing site.

9.18(6) Prescription label. A prescription dispensed at a remote site shall be labeled with the
following information:

a. Serial number (a unique identification number of the prescription) which shall, in somemanner,
identify the remote site that dispensed the prescription.

b. The name and address of the remote dispensing site.
c. The name, address, and telephone number of the managing pharmacy.
d. The name of the patient or, if such drug is prescribed for an animal, the species of the animal

and the name of the owner.
e. The name of the prescribing practitioner.
f. The date on which the prescription is dispensed.
g. The directions or instructions for use, including precautions to be observed.
h. The initials or other unique identification of the supervising pharmacist at the managing

pharmacy and of the technician who dispenses the prescription at the remote dispensing site.
i. The name, strength, and quantity of the drug dispensed.
(1) If a pharmacist selects an equivalent drug product for a brand name drug product prescribed by

a practitioner, the prescription container label shall identify the generic drug and may identify the brand
name drug for which the selection is made, such as “(generic name) Generic for (brand name product).”

(2) If a pharmacist selects a brand name drug product for a generic drug product prescribed by a
practitioner, the prescription container label shall identify the brand name drug product dispensed and
may identify the generic drug product ordered by the prescriber, such as “(brand name product) for
(generic name).”

9.18(7) Verification prior to dispensing. Apharmacist at themanaging pharmacy shall approve each
prescription before it leaves the remote site. If the qualified certified pharmacy technician at the remote
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site enters original or new prescription information into the automated pharmacy system, the pharmacist
at the managing pharmacy shall, prior to approving dispensing of the drug via the AMDS, verify the
information entered against an electronic or video image of the original prescription. The technician may
transmit the prescription to the pharmacist by scanning the prescription into the automated pharmacy
system provided that the means of scanning, transmitting, or storing the image shall not obscure the
prescription information or render the prescription information illegible due to security features of the
paper utilized by the prescriber to prepare the original prescription. Alternatively, the technician may
make the original prescription available to the pharmacist by placing the prescription in an appropriate
position to facilitate viewing of the original prescription with video communication between the remote
site and the managing pharmacy. Using the video communication component of the automated pharmacy
system, the pharmacist shall verify the accuracy of the drug dispensed and shall check the prescription
label for accuracy. The dispensing record, the patient profile, and the prescription label shall identify
both the pharmacist who approved dispensing the prescription and the certified pharmacy technician
who completed the dispensing and delivery of the prescription to the patient.

9.18(8) Patient counseling. A remote dispensing site shall contain an appropriate area for patient
counseling. The area shall be readily accessible to patients and be designed tomaintain the confidentiality
and privacy of a patient’s conversation with the pharmacist. A pharmacist at the managing pharmacy
shall utilize the video and audio components of the automated pharmacy system to counsel each patient
or the patient’s caregiver on all new prescriptions pursuant to 657—6.14(155A). As provided in subrule
9.5(4), a sign shall be posted at the remote site to ensure that all patients are informed that a pharmacist
will provide counseling regarding any prescription dispensed from the remote site. A nonpharmacist
may not extend an offer to counsel or ask questions of a patient or the patient’s caregiver if such offer is
intended to screen or limit the patient’s interaction with a pharmacist.
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