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441—51.9(249) Recovery.
51.9(1) Definitions. 
“Administrative overpayment” means assistance incorrectly paid to or for the client because of

continuing assistance during the appeal process.
“Agency error” means assistance incorrectly paid to or for the client because of action attributed to

the department as the result of one or more of the following circumstances:
1. Misfiling or loss of forms or documents.
2. Errors in typing or copying.
3. Computer input errors.
4. Mathematical errors.
5. Failure to determine eligibility correctly or to certify assistance in the correct amount when all

essential information was available to the local office.
6. Failure to make prompt revisions in payment following changes in policies requiring the

changes as of a specific date.
“Client” means a current or former applicant or recipient of state supplementary assistance.
“Client error” means assistance incorrectly paid to or for the client because the client or client’s

representative failed to disclose information, or gave false or misleading statements, oral or written,
regarding the client’s income, resources, or other eligibility and benefit factors. It also means assistance
incorrectly paid to or for the client because of failure by the client or client’s representative to timely
report as defined in rule 441—76.10(249A).

“Department” means the department of human services.
51.9(2) Amount subject to recovery. The department shall recover from a client all state

supplementary assistance funds incorrectly expended to or on behalf of the client, or when conditional
benefits have been granted.

a. The department also shall seek to recover the state supplementary assistance granted during
the period of time that conditional benefits were correctly granted the client under the policies of the
supplemental security income program.

b. The incorrect expenditures may result from client or agency error, or administrative
overpayment.

51.9(3) Notification. All clients shall be promptly notified when it is determined that assistance was
incorrectly expended. Notification shall include for whom assistance was paid; the time period during
which assistance was incorrectly paid; the amount of assistance subject to recovery, when known; and
the reason for the incorrect expenditure.

51.9(4) Source of recovery. Recovery shall be made from the client or from parents of children under
the age of 21 when the parents completed the application and had responsibility for reporting changes.
Recovery must come from income, resources, the estate, income tax refunds, and lottery winnings of the
client.

51.9(5) Repayment. The repayment of incorrectly expended state supplementary assistance funds
shall be made to the department.

51.9(6) Appeals. The client shall have the right to appeal the amount of funds subject to recovery
under the provisions of 441—Chapter 7.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 249.3 and 249.4.


