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761—119.2(321) General.
119.2(1) Conformance to MUTCD. Tourist-oriented directional signing shall conform to the

“Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” (MUTCD), as adopted in rule 761—130.1(321).
119.2(2) Spacing and location.
a. Tourist-oriented directional signing shall be installed only when sufficient space is available.

The determination of whether sufficient space is available is the responsibility of the department in
accordancewith theMUTCD and department policies. If the number of applications exceeds the capacity
to accommodate all of the requests, a lottery drawing shall be held to determinewhich applications will be
accepted. However, destinations that are already participating in the tourist-oriented directional signing
program shall not be subject to the lottery drawing, provided that each applicant’s participation remains
in compliance with this chapter, including the timely payment of fees.

b. Tourist-oriented directional signing shall be installed in advance of the intersection where
the motorist leaves the primary highway system to travel to the destination. However, tourist-oriented
directional signs may be placed on a higher-classified highway to direct motorists onto a lower-classified
highway, or on a greater-traveled highway to direct motorists onto a lesser-traveled highway.

c. Tourist-oriented directional signing shall not be placed at interchanges. If an at-grade
intersection on a primary highway is replaced with an interchange, the intersection will no longer
qualify for tourist-oriented directional signing. Any tourist-oriented directional signing previously
erected shall be removed by the department.

d. If an adjacent landowner complains to the department about the placement of a tourist-oriented
directional sign, the department shall attempt to reach an agreement with the landowner for relocating
the sign. If possible, the sign shall be relocated to the least objectionable place.

e. Tourist-oriented directional signing shall not be placed within the urban area as established by
the U.S. Census Bureau of an incorporated municipality with a population of 5000 or more.

119.2(3) Message. The message on a tourist-oriented directional sign is limited to a descriptive
name, a directional arrow, the travel distance to the destination, and in some cases for motorist services,
an additional short word or acronym indicating an essential fuel type such as diesel, E-85, or EV (electric
vehicle charging station).
[ARC 1202C, IAB 12/11/13, effective 1/15/14; ARC 4436C, IAB 5/8/19, effective 6/12/19; ARC 6971C, IAB 4/5/23, effective
5/10/23]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.130.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1202C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4436C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6971C.pdf

