441—109.11(237A) Physical facilities. 
    109.11(1) Room size. The program room size must be a minimum of 80 square feet of useable floor space or sufficient floor space to provide 35 square feet of useable floor space per child. In rooms where floor space occupied by cribs is counted as useable floor space, there must be 40 square feet of floor space per child. Kitchens, bathrooms, halls, lobby areas, storage areas and other areas of the center not designed as activity space for children cannot be used as regular program space or counted as useable floor space.
    109.11(2) Play equipment, materials and furniture. 
    a.  The center will provide sufficient and safe indoor play equipment, materials, and furniture that conform with the standards or recommendations of the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) (August 1, 2024) or the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) (August 1, 2024) for juvenile products. Play equipment, materials, and furniture must meet the developmental, activity, and special needs of the children.
    b.  Rooms must be arranged so as not to obstruct the direct observation of children by staff. Individual covered mats, beds, or cots and appropriate bedding will be provided for all children who nap. The center will develop procedures to ensure that all equipment and materials are maintained in a sanitary manner. Sufficient spacing must be maintained.  The center shall provide sufficient toilet articles for each child for hand washing.
    109.11(3) Indoor facility requirements. 
    a.  The center shall ensure that:
    (1)  The facility and premises are sanitary, safe and hazard-free.
    (2)  The facility has sufficient:
    1.  Lighting.
    2.  Ventilation.
    3.  Heating and cooling.
    (3)  Equipment placed in a program area is maintained so as not to result in injury to children.
    109.11(4) Outdoor facility requirements. 
    a.  Centers must have a safe outdoor program area adjacent to the center, with sufficient square footage to accommodate at least 30 percent of the enrollment capacity at any one time at 75 square feet per child. The outdoor area must:
    (1)  Be free from litter and unsafe materials and free from contamination by the drainage or ponding of sewage or storm water.
    (2)  Include safe play equipment and an area of shade.
    (3)  Include fencing to protect from bodies of water and vehicular traffic.
    b.  The director or designated person must complete and keep a record of at least monthly inspections of the outdoor play area and equipment for the purpose of assessing and rectifying potential safety hazards. If the outdoor play area is not used for a period of time due to inclement weather conditions, the center shall document the reasons why the monthly inspection did not occur and must complete and document an inspection prior to resuming use of the area.
    c.  Approval may be given by the department to waive the outdoor space requirement for programs of three hours or less, provided there is suitable substitute space and equipment available.
    d.  Approval may be given by the department for centers operating in a densely developed area to use alternative outdoor play areas in lieu of adjacent outdoor play areas.
    109.11(5) Bathroom facilities. At least one functioning toilet and one sink per 15 children two years of age and older must be provided in a room with natural or artificial ventilation. New construction after November 1, 1995, must provide for at least one sink in the same area as the toilet and, for centers serving children two weeks to two years of age, shall provide for at least one sink in the central diapering area. At least one sink must be provided in program rooms for infants and toddlers or in an adjacent area other than the kitchen. New construction after April 1, 1998, shall have at least one sink provided in the program rooms for infants and toddlers.
    109.11(6) Telephone. A working nonpay telephone must be available in the center with emergency telephone numbers for police or 911, fire, ambulance, and poison control center posted in a conspicuous area. The street address and telephone number of the center must be included in the posting. A separate file or listing of emergency telephone numbers for each child shall be maintained.
    109.11(7) Kitchen appliances. Gas or electric ranges or ovens shall not be placed in the program area. If kitchen appliances are maintained in the program area for food preparation activities, the area must be sectioned off and shall not be counted as useable floor space for room size.
    109.11(8) Environmental hazards. 
    a.  Within one year of being issued an initial or renewal license, centers operating in facilities built prior to 1978 shall conduct a visual assessment for lead hazards that exist in the form of peeling, cracking or chipping paint or painted surfaces in need of repair. If these lead hazards are found, it shall be assumed that lead-based paint is present on the surfaces, and the surfaces shall be repaired by an Iowa certified lead-safe renovator before a full license will be issued.
    b.  Within one year of being issued an initial or renewal license, centers operating in facilities that are at ground level, use a basement area as program space, or have a basement beneath the program area shall have radon testing following the National Consensus Standards as outlined in 641—Chapter 43.
    c.  To reduce the risk of carbon monoxide poisoning, all centers shall, on an annual basis, have a professional inspect all fuel-burning appliances, including oil and gas furnaces, gas water heaters, gas ranges and ovens, and gas dryers, to ensure the appliances are in good working order with proper ventilation. All centers shall install one carbon monoxide detector on each floor of the center that is listed with Underwriters Laboratory (UL) as conforming to UL Standard 2034 (August 7, 2024).
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