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489—4.4(237) Adherence to national guidelines. The National Court Appointed Special Advocate
Association has established a national quality assurance system for CASA programs. The primary goal
of the system is to strengthen CASA organizations and support their efforts to provide high-quality child
advocacy and achieve the maximum level of excellence. The national CASA self-assessment tools,
one for state organizations and another for local programs, are used once every four years to measure
compliance with quality standards. The quality standards cover organizational mission; governance,
ethics and compliance with laws and regulations; planning, assessment and evaluation; human resource
management; financial and risk management; public relations; quality assurance; national CASA
affiliation; new organization development; and inclusiveness and diversity. The child advocacy board
has participated in this rigorous self-assessment process and has obtained certification of compliance
with the standards. The board shall continue to maintain compliance with the standards and, within the
limits of available funding, shall deploy resources to maintain compliance in the future.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 17A.3 and 237.18.
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