
261—200.3(15J) Program eligibility and application requirements. 
200.3(1) Eligibility. To be eligible for benefits under the program, an applicant shall demonstrate that 

all requirements in Iowa Code section 15J.4(1) are met.
a. To establish that the criterion in Iowa Code section 15J.4(1)“a” is met, a municipality should 

submit information such as an estimate of the expected increase in valuation or other data that lends itself 
to a quantitative assessment of the extent to which the real property will benefit.

b. To establish that the criterion in Iowa Code section 15J.4(1)“b” is met, a municipality should 
submit maps of the proposed area as well as maps of the existing enterprise zone or urban renewal area. A 
municipality should also submit copies of the local ordinance or resolution establishing the enterprise zone 
or the urban renewal area.

c. For purposes of establishing that the criterion in Iowa Code section 15J.4(1)“c” is met, 
“contiguous” means parcels that are physically connected. Parcels connected by streets or other rights-of-
way will be considered physically connected for purposes of this rule. In designating an area that includes 
a right-of-way, an applicant may include an area that is less than the full width of the right-of-way, but the 
applicant shall not include less than 60 feet of the right-of-way’s width.

200.3(2) Proposed district plan. An applicant must submit a proposed district plan consistent with the 
requirements of Iowa Code section 15J.4(2) and a copy of the resolution approving the proposed district 
plan to the authority.

a. The finding required by Iowa Code section 15J.4(2)“a” should be supported by the information 
required under subrule 200.3(1).

b. If, at the time an application is submitted, the parcels to be included in the proposed district are 
not yet acquired or one or more parcels within the district are under consideration for a project, then the 
names and addresses of the owners of record of all parcels under consideration shall be submitted with the 
understanding that final board approval shall be contingent upon all parcels being acquired and identified 
by address prior to final board approval and establishment of the commencement date.

c. The project description required by Iowa Code section 15J.4(2)“d”(4) should include an 
explanation of why the unique characteristics of the proposed project cause the project to be of a unique 
nature as defined in rule 261—200.2(15J).

200.3(3) Additional conditions. A municipality shall demonstrate to the board’s satisfaction that all of 
the additional conditions in Iowa Code section 15J.4(3)“b” are met and the following additional conditions 
are met:

a. The applicant must have submitted an application under the preapplication process described in 
rule 261—200.4(15J) and, as part of a provisional funding decision by the board, must have been approved 
for a provisional maximum benefit amount.

b. The proposed district plan must meet a minimum score under the criteria described in rule 
261—200.4(15J).

c. While multiple districts within a single municipality are not prohibited under the program, the size 
of any one district is limited by Iowa Code section 15J.4(1)“c” and overlapping districts are prohibited by 
Iowa Code section 15J.4(1)“e.” Therefore, the board will consider whether the approval of an additional 
district is appropriate given the particulars of the proposed additional district and the goals of the program. 
If a municipality proposes an additional district, the board, at its discretion, may accept the application and 
score it, or if the board determines that approval of an additional district would not serve the goals of the 
program, the board may reject the application without scoring it.

d. While it is within the discretion of the board to increase the maximum benefit amount of an 
approved district, the board will carefully scrutinize whether an increase is justified by circumstances such 
as greater investment or improved projects within the district and whether any change in the maximum 
benefit amount serves the goals of the program.

200.3(4) Application materials and submission. A municipality interested in applying for funding 
under the program shall submit a preapplication and a final application to the board for approval and, 
when applying, shall provide the information described in this chapter or any other information the board 
or the authority may reasonably require in order to process the application. Information on submitting an 
application under the program may be obtained by contacting the authority.
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