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199—39.7 (476) Schedule of filings.
	   39.7(1) Annual Lifeline compliance certifications.
	      a.    	  FCC Form 555. On or before January 31 of each year, or other date established by the Federal Communications Commission, each carrier designated by the board as an eligible telecommunications carrier pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) shall file with the board the carrier’s certification of compliance with federal Lifeline rules filed with the Federal Communications Commission and the Universal Service Administrative Company pursuant to 47 CFR § 54.416 using FCC Form 555.
	      b.    	  Filing instructions. FCC Form 555 shall be filed using the board’s electronic filing system in accordance with 199—Chapter 14, unless the board directs otherwise by order issued in advance of the filing deadline. The filing shall be titled “Annual Lifeline Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Certification,” with a reference to the year for which the certification is filed. The document title for the FCC form shall be “FCC Form 555 Filing.” The board’s records and information center will assign each filing an FLR docket number, signifying “Federal Lifeline Report.” The annual Lifeline compliance certifications are not subject to protection from public disclosure.
	   39.7(2) Annual eligible recovery certifications. On or before the date on which carriers file their access tariffs with the FCC, each price cap and rate-of-return carrier designated by the board as an eligible telecommunications carrier pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) shall file with the board certifications of eligible recovery amounts as follows, as required by 47 CFR § 54.304(c) and (d).
	      a.    	  Price cap carriers. Each price cap carrier designated by the board as an ETC shall file with the board the carrier’s certification to the FCC and USAC regarding the connect America fund intercarrier compensation support amount the carrier is eligible to recover pursuant to 47 CFR § 51.915 and the certification that the carrier is not seeking duplicative recovery in Iowa for any eligible recovery subject to the federal recovery mechanisms.
	      b.    	  Rate-of-return carriers. Each rate-of-return carrier designated by the board as an ETC shall file with the board the carrier’s certification to the FCC and USAC regarding the connect America fund intercarrier compensation support amount the carrier is eligible to recover pursuant to 47 CFR § 51.917 and the certification that the carrier is not seeking duplicative recovery in Iowa for any eligible recovery subject to the federal recovery mechanisms.
	      c.    	  Filing instructions. The annual eligible recovery certifications shall be filed using the board’s electronic filing system in accordance with 199—Chapter 14, unless the board directs otherwise by order issued in advance of the filing deadline. The filing shall be titled “Connect America Fund – Intercarrier Compensation Recovery and Certification,” with a reference to the year for which the certification is filed. The document title for the FCC form shall be “Annual Reporting Requirements for Section 54.304.” The board’s records and information center will assign each filing an “ETR” docket number, signifying “Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Report.”
	      d.    	  Confidential information.
	       (1)  	 Requests to withhold from public inspection revenue recovery amounts and loop or line count data will be deemed granted as provided in 199—paragraph 1.9(5)“c.”
	       (2)  	 If a carrier considers other information filed on or with the annual Section 54.304 report to be confidential, the carrier shall file both a public version and a confidential version of the material pursuant to 199—14.12(17A,476), and a separate request for confidential treatment pursuant to 199—subrule 1.9(22) and Iowa Code section 22.7. Where a request for confidential treatment of information filed on or with the Section 54.304 report is based on a protective order issued by the FCC, the carrier’s request for confidential treatment shall include a reference to the relevant protective order.
	   39.7(3) Annual reporting requirements.
	      a.    	  FCC Form 481. On or before July 1 of each year, or other date established by the Federal Communications Commission, each carrier designated by the board as an eligible telecommunications carrier pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) shall file with the board the carrier’s annual report filed with the FCC pursuant to 47 CFR § 54.313 (for ETCs receiving high-cost support), or 47 CFR § 54.422(a) (for ETCs receiving Lifeline support only), using FCC Form 481 or such other form designated by the FCC as the form for the annual report for ETCs.
	      b.    	  FCC Form 690. On or before July 1 of each year, or other date established by the Federal Communications Commission, each carrier designated by the board as an eligible telecommunications carrier pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) and that receives mobility fund support shall file with the board the carrier’s annual report filed with the FCC pursuant to 47 CFR § 54.1009.
	      c.    	  Annual certifications from carriers seeking to continue to receive high-cost support. Any carrier seeking to continue to receive federal high-cost universal service support shall file with the board no later than July 1 of each year an affidavit titled “Certification of [Company Name].” The company name shall be the name used on the carrier’s initial application for ETC designation and its current name, if its name has changed.
	       (1)  	 Contents of affidavit. The affidavit shall include the study area code (SAC) number associated with the company. The affidavit shall be sworn and notarized and shall be executed by an authorized corporate officer. The affidavit shall certify that the carrier has used and will use the high-cost support the carrier receives pursuant to 47 CFR Subchapter B, Part 54, Subparts D and L, and as defined in 47 CFR § 54.5, only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. In addition, the affidavit shall certify that the carrier has complied with and will continue to comply with applicable service quality standards and consumer protection rules, certify that the carrier has a reasonable amount of back-up power to ensure functionality without an external power source, certify that the carrier is offering a local usage plan comparable to that offered by the incumbent local exchange carrier in the relevant service areas, and certify that the carrier acknowledges that the FCC may require it to provide equal access to long distance carriers in the event that no other eligible carrier is providing equal access within the ETC’s designated service area. The affidavit shall also certify to the following: as an eligible telecommunications carrier, the carrier agrees to provide timely responses to board requests for information related to the status of local voice service markets or facilities.
	       (2)  	 Certifications subject to complaint or investigation. Any certification filed by a carrier shall be subject to complaint or investigation by the board.
	       (3)  	 State certification of eligibility. An ETC’s certification shall be the basis of the board’s certification to the FCC and USAC pursuant to 47 CFR § 54.314 that the ETC has used and will use the support for the purposes intended.
	      d.    	  Progress reports and extensions on previously filed two-year network improvement and maintenance plans. In addition to any network improvement plans and associated progress reports required by 47 CFR § 54.313, competitive ETCs whose universal service support is being phased down must file with the board progress reports and extensions on previously filed two-year network improvement and maintenance plans during the phase-down period. Each competitive ETC subject to this requirement shall file a rolling one-year extension and a progress report on its network improvement and maintenance plan detailing the prior calendar year’s activities. The progress report shall include coverage area maps detailing progress toward plan targets, an explanation of how much universal service support was received, and how the support was used to improve signal quality, coverage, or capacity. If support was used for something other than improving signal quality, coverage, or capacity, the report shall include an explanation of how the support was used. The report shall identify any network improvement targets that have not been met and shall include an explanation of why targets were not met. The report shall indicate if there have not been any changes to the ETC’s coverage area and shall include an explanation of why no changes were made. Any reporting of expense and investment information shall include an explanation of how the expenses and investments benefited specific wire centers in the ETC’s designated service area. For purposes of this paragraph, “wire center” shall be defined as determined by the North American numbering plan administrator.
	      e.    	  Filing instructions for annual report filings. FCC Form 481 (including rate floor data filed pursuant to 47 CFR § 54.313(h)), the affidavit certifying compliance, any required network improvement plan progress report and extension, and FCC Form 690 shall be filed using the board’s electronic filing system in accordance with 199—Chapter 14, unless the board directs otherwise by order issued in advance of the filing deadline. The filing shall be titled “Annual Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Reporting Requirements,” with a reference to the year for which the report is filed. The document title for the FCC form shall be “FCC Form 481 Filing” or “FCC Form 690 Filing,” as appropriate. The document title for the affidavit certifying compliance shall be “Carrier Certification.” The document title for any required network improvement plan report shall be “Network Improvement Plan Report.” The board’s records and information center will assign each filing an FER docket number, signifying “Federal ETC Report,” and indicating the year of filing and the carrier’s company number.
	      f.    	  Confidential information.
	       (1)  	 Requests to withhold from public inspection network improvement and maintenance plan extensions and progress reports, financial reports, and loop or line count data included in the rate floor data reports included in the annual report filings will be deemed granted as provided in 199—paragraph 1.9(5)“c.”
	       (2)  	 If a carrier considers other information filed on or with FCC Form 481 to be confidential, the carrier shall file both a public version and a confidential version of the material pursuant to 199—14.12(17A,476), and a separate request for confidential treatment pursuant to 199—1.9(22) and Iowa Code section 22.7. Where a request for confidential treatment of information filed on or with FCC Form 481 is based on a protective order issued by the FCC, the carrier’s request for confidential treatment shall include a reference to the relevant protective order.
	   39.7(4) Rate floor data updates.
	      a.    	 On or before January 2 of each year, or other date established by the FCC, each carrier designated by the board as an eligible telecommunications carrier pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) that is subject to the FCC’s mandatory rate floor data reporting requirements in 47 CFR § 54.313(h)(2) shall file with the board the rate floor data update filed with the FCC. Carriers that elect to file rate floor data updates with the FCC shall also file the updates with the board.
	      b.    	 Filing instructions for rate floor data updates. The rate floor data updates shall be filed using the board’s electronic filing system in accordance with 199—Chapter 14, unless the board directs otherwise by order issued in advance of the filing deadline. The filing shall be titled “FCC Section 54.313(h)(2) Rate Floor Data Update,” with a reference to the year for which the update is filed. The document title for the report shall be “Rate Floor Data Update.” The board’s records and information center will assign each filing an FER docket number, signifying “Federal ETC Report” and indicating the year of filing and the carrier’s company number.
	      c.    	 Confidential information.
	       (1)  	 Requests to withhold from public inspection loop or line count data submitted as part of a rate floor data update will be deemed granted as provided in 199—paragraph 1.9(5)“c.”
	       (2)  	 If a carrier considers other information filed on or with a rate floor data update to be confidential, the carrier shall file both a public version and a confidential version of the material pursuant to 199—14.12(17A,476), and a separate request for confidential treatment pursuant to 199—subrule 1.9(22) and Iowa Code section 22.7. Where a request for confidential treatment of information filed on or with a rate floor data update is based on a protective order issued by the FCC, the carrier’s request for confidential treatment shall include a reference to the relevant protective order.
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