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571—21.2 (456A) Definitions.
“Agricultural land” means land suitable for use in farming.
“Authority” means the Iowa finance authority created in Iowa Code section 16.1A.
“Beginning farmer” means an individual, partnership, family farm corporation, or family farm
limited liability company, with a low or moderate net worth that engages in farming or wishes to engage
in farming.
“Cash rent” means an agreed-upon sum of money to be paid to the department.
“Crop share” means a sum of money to be paid to the department based upon the value of an
agreed-upon portion of the harvested crop at the local market price on the date the crop is harvested.
“Crop year” means a one-year period terminating each February 28.
“Department” means the department of natural resources.
“Director” means the director of the department of natural resources or a designee.
“Farming” means the cultivation of land for the production of agricultural crops, the raising of
poultry, the production of eggs, the production of milk, the production of fruit or other horticultural
crops, grazing, the production of livestock, aquaculture, hydroponics, the production of forest products,
or other activities designated by rule by the authority.
“Land manager” means the department employee or authorized agent responsible for managing a
particular area under department jurisdiction.
“Lease” means the written form used to enter into an agreement whereby an operator is authorized
to engage in farming operations on land under the jurisdiction of the department according to stated
terms and conditions.
“Operator” means any party who enters into a lease with the department as provided in these rules.
“Program” means the lease to beginning farmers program as provided in Iowa Code section
456A.38.
“Sovereign land” means state-owned land within the ordinary high-water mark of meandered rivers
and lakes where ownership was transferred directly from the United States to the state of Iowa upon its
admission to the union.
[ ARC 2961C , IAB 3/1/17, effective 4/5/17]

