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281—103.8 (256B,280) Additional provisions concerning physical restraint.   If an employee of a
public school, accredited nonpublic school, or area education agency employs physical restraint, the
following provisions shall apply:

1. No employee shall use any prone restraints. For the purposes of this rule, “prone restraints”
means those in which an individual is held face down on the floor. Employees who find themselves
involved in the use of a prone restraint as the result of responding to an emergency must take immediate
steps to end the prone restraint;

2. No employee shall use any restraint that obstructs the airway of any child;
3. If an employee physically restrains a student who uses sign language or an augmentative mode

of communication as the student’s primary mode of communication, the student shall be permitted to
have the student’s hands free of restraint for brief periods, unless an employee determines that such
freedom appears likely to result in harm to self or others;

4. Nothing in this rule shall be construed as limiting or eliminating any immunity conferred by
Iowa Code section 280.21 or any other provision of law;

5. An agency covered by this chapter shall investigate any complaint or allegation that one or
more of its employees violated one or more of the provisions of this chapter. If an agency covered by
this chapter determines that one or more of its employees violated one or more of the provisions of this
chapter, the agency shall take appropriate corrective action. If any allegation involves a specific student,
the agency shall transmit to the parents of the student the results of its investigation, including, to the
extent permitted by law, any required corrective action;

6. If any alleged violation of this chapter is also an allegation of “abuse” as defined in rule
281—102.2(280), the procedures in 281—Chapter 102 shall be applicable.
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