
721—21.500(277) Signature requirements for school director candidates. The number of signatures 
required to be filed by candidates for the office of director in the regular school election shall be calculated 
from the number of registered voters in the district on May 1 of the year in which the election will be held. 
If May 1 falls on a day when the commissioner’s office is closed for business, the commissioner shall use 
the number of registered voters in the district on the next day that the commissioner’s office is open for 
business to determine the number of required signatures. Candidates who are seeking election in districts 
with election plans as specified in Iowa Code section 275.12(2)“b” and “c,” where the candidate must 
reside in a specific director district, but is voted upon by all of the electors of the school district, shall be 
required to file a number of signatures calculated from the number of registered voters in the whole school 
district. Candidates who will be voted upon only by the electors of a director district shall be required to 
file a number of signatures calculated from the number of registered voters in the director district in which 
the candidate resides and seeks to represent.

If a special election is to be held to fill a vacancy on the school board, the number of registered voters 
on the date the commissioner receives notice of the special election shall be used to calculate the number of 
signatures required for the special election.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 277.4 and 279.7.
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