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282—13.16 (272) Specific requirements for a substitute teacher’s license.
13.16(1) Substitute teacher requirements. A substitute teacher’s license may be issued to an

individual who provides verification of successfully passing the Iowa-mandated assessment(s) by
meeting the minimum score set by the Iowa department of education if the teacher preparation program
was completed on or after January 1, 2013, and who:

a. Has completed a traditional teacher preparation program and been the holder of, or presently
holds, a license in Iowa; or holds or held a regular teacher’s license or certificate in another state,
exclusive of temporary, emergency, or substitute certificate or license; or

b. Has successfully completed all requirements of an approved teacher education program, but
did not apply for an Iowa teacher’s license at the time of completion of the approved program; or

c. Holds a valid or expired teaching certificate based on a nontraditional teacher preparation
program, is able to verify three years of teaching experience, and provides passing scores on tests
mandated by the state that issued the certificate. The license issued will contain a disclaimer stating that
the holder of this license may not be eligible for full Iowa teaching licensure.

13.16(2) Validity. A substitute license is valid for five years and for not more than 90 days of
teaching in one assignment during any one school year. A school district administrator may file a written
request with the board for an extension of the 90-day limit in one assignment on the basis of documented
need and benefit to the instructional program. The board will review the request and provide a written
decision either approving or denying the request.

13.16(3) Authorization. The holder of a substitute license is authorized to teach in any school
system in any position in which a regularly licensed teacher was employed to begin the school year
except in the driver’s education classroom. In addition to the authority inherent in the initial, standard,
master educator, professional administrator, two-year exchange, and permanent professional licenses
and the endorsement(s) held, the holder of one of these regular licenses may substitute on the same basis
as the holder of a substitute license while the regular license is in effect.
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