
821—2.12(48A) County registration date. For the purposes of determining timeliness of an application to 
register to vote, the county registration date shall be determined as follows:

2.12(1) The county registration date for an in-person applicant at least 18 years of age is the date the 
registration application is received by the commissioner or the commissioner’s designee. However, when 
preregistration is closed in the applicant’s precinct due to a pending election, the county registration date 
shall be the date of the day after the pending election unless the applicant registers pursuant to Iowa Code 
section 48A.7A.

2.12(2) The county registration date for a by-mail applicant at least 18 years of age is the date the 
registration application is received by the commissioner, unless the application is postmarked on or before 
the worry-free postmark date established pursuant to Iowa Code section 48A.9, subsection 3. However, 
when preregistration is closed in the applicant’s precinct due to a pending election, the county registration 
date shall be the date of the day after the pending election unless the applicant registers pursuant to Iowa 
Code section 48A.7A.

2.12(3) The county registration date for an application received from a source other than in person or 
by mail is the date the application is received by the commissioner or submitted to the office of driver 
services, department of transportation, or to a voter registration agency pursuant to Iowa Code section 
48A.19, whichever is earlier.

2.12(4) The county registration date for applicants aged 17 to 18 shall be the date of the applicant’s 
eighteenth birthday, except the county commissioner shall indicate that the person is registered and 
qualifies to vote at the pending primary election if the applicant will be at least 18 years of age on the date 
of the respective general election or city election. However, if an application is submitted when 
preregistration is closed in the applicant’s precinct and the applicant’s eighteenth birthday is on or before 
election day, the county registration date shall be the date of the day after the pending election unless the 
applicant registers pursuant to Iowa Code section 48A.7A.
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